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XETTERS 

OF A 
HINDOO RAJAH. 

LETTER XI. 

From the Rajah Zaarmqj^a^ to 
Maandaara. 

'Praise to Vanmal under the guid- 
ance of whofe potent arni» behold thy 
friendj furrounded by the billows of the 
mighty ocean* ^ 

The moft fublime objects alone prelcnt 
themlelves to my view. Above is the 
azure canopy of Heaven> in which '^the 

vox.. |i. B ^* gold- 



C ^ ] 

" gold-crowned Sultan of the firmamcnfy 
" advances the ftandard of his bright- 
" nefsi*' and without rival or competitor, 
enjoys the folitary grandeur of imperial 
ftate. Below is the boundkfs expanfe 
of waters, the congregated waves of 
which, like the chiefs of fome great re- 
public, alternately rife into, the majefty 
of power, and retire into the peace of 
obfcurity. 

From the benevolence and friendfhip 
of captain Grey, i received every affifl:-' 
ance in preparing for my voyage, and 
procured every neceflary that could tend 
to its comfort. I have alfo from him 
Letters of introduftion to his friends, 
with a fketch of the charafter of each, 
fo that I (ball have the advantage of a 
fort of prc-acquaijitance in a land of 
ftrangers. From Morton, I have re- 
ceived letters for his mother, and fitters, 
accompanied by fome valuable prdcnts, 

. which 
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which the generous hasd of Gfcf t en- 
abled him tx> procure for them. 

This young man has made a rapid 
progrefs in my eftcem : his mind fcems, 
fbrnxjd for the refideacc of virtual »or 
is diere any rea&n to apprehend di^t the 
heiad-ftrong paffions of youth viH ever 
be able to drire her from ber icac 

I have not forgotten the fifter of mf 
fi-ie&d, the long lamem^ Percy ^ For 
her I have made a feleftioa of whatever 
I thoiu^t could be acceptable: and die 
idea of prefenting it in pei&sa, afibrds 
great delight to my mind. — Jeo-dofs, 
CO Whotn^ as iwell as to my otfaerifer vanes, 
I gave the Sberty.of reeutning A> Kut« 
tahcTy foeanieftiy entceated&rieave to 
accompany ime, that; i confenfedj and 
alfo at thdir own deiire iiave kqpttmo 
xmrc af my own people, all of -whofe 
ferviccs I find very ufefld to me in thi3 
B 2 floating 
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fioadng caftle; where> in ipite of every 
precaution, I confefs, many things occur, 
diigufting to delicacy, and abhorent to 
the nice feelings of propriety, 

I was accompanied to the fhip by 
Grey, Morton, and fome other friends^ 
who have diftinguiflied themfelves by 
their particular kindnefs to me. Even 
Cooper, wild and eccentric as he is, 
would not fufier me to depart without 
fome token of his kindnefs* He brought 
me a cap lined with the fineft fur, which 
he toldxne would be of fervice in the 
cold climate I was about to encounter. ^ 

The pang of regret penetrated my 
heart, when I bade the laft farewell to 
theie amiable friends ; but when the Ihip 
-was put ininotion, and I faw thofc bleft 
ihores, " the favoured feats of the Gods 
of India,*' recede from my fight, my 
heart grew feint within me, and all my 

philofophy 
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philofophy was infufficient to rc-invigo- 
ratc my finking courage. 

Sicknefs In a fhort time took from me 
the power of thinking. I have fuffered 
under it, fo fevercly, that I have hitherto 
been unable to enjoy the fociety of my 
fellow paflcngers, the female part of whom 
are ftill confined to their apartments, by 
die cruel effe&s of this fca naufea, the 
moll intolerable of all diieafes ! Upon the 
quarter-deck, I have met the hufband 

of one of thefc ladiei, who was 

of , in which ftation he acquired a 

fortune, which though not the tenth of 
the fum that a Mufliilman Dewan would 
have acquired, will, I am told, be fufficient 
to give him diftinftion in his owp country. 
The Commander of the Ihtp, though 
among his men he appears like a lion 
of the forefl:, is to his pafiiengers gentle 
as the deer of the mountain, I have 
already been much indebted to his politc- 
B 3 ncfs 
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nefi and civility. I have the fame &c« 
knowlcdgmcnt to make to the Surgeon^ 
a young man, whofc quick, and penetra- 
ting eye gives the promife of genius, and 
difeernment. 



TiMB, that great Phyfician, having in 
fome degree reconciled our ftomachs to 
the motion of the vcflfel, I have had the 
pleafure of being introduced to the fair 
dbmpanions of our voyage ; who arc 
three in number. 

The firft, is the wife of the Dewanj her 
fejitures are regular, but fo infipid, that I 
Ihould not feil to pronounce her equally 
void of fenfe and feeling, was it not for 
the unlimited afFcftion Ihe evinces to- 
wards the animal creation, which Ihe car- 
ries to as exalted a height as any Hermit 
I . of 
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of Cummow. Surrounded by ParrotSj 
Lorys, Maccaws, imall Dogs, Pcrfian 
Cats, arid Monkeys of every dcfcripdon, 
fhe (eems attra^ed towards them by a my* 
ftcrious fympathy; while if her languid 
cycMrecaft towards any of thecompany> it 
is only to exprefs the language of dildaln. 

Notwithftanding my admiration of thia 
amiable proce£trefs of the brute creation^ 
I cannot help feeling a fuperiour degree 
of pleafure, in contemplating the unaf&ft- 
ed charms, and unafluming lovelinels of 
a young widow ; the beauty of whofe 
countenance is fhaded^ though nojt con- 
cealed, by the veil of forrow. Whilft 
beftowing on her fatherleli babes the foft 
careffes of materna! tenderncfs, I have ob- 
fcrved thetcarwhich gliftened on the filk- 
cn fringe of her fine black eyes, mingled 
with the fmiles of tender complacency. 

Betwixt this Lady and her huiband, at 

an early period of life, a mutual attach- 

B 4 ment 



C « ] 

ment hid taken place* Prudence could 
not at that dme fanftion their union : for 
in a country where luxury has fixed her 
refidence^ it becomes difficult to procure 
the neceflaries of exiftence^ and without 
thefe, how would a man anfwer the calla 
of an infant family ? The afFe£tioi% of 
thcfe lovers, at length, triumphed over 
every difficulty: the gentleman went 
to India, where, in procefs of time, he 

was promotsed to the of - - - 

and no fooncr found himfelf in a fitua* 
tion to fupport a family, than he claimed 
the promifc of his betrothed bride, who, 
throwing afidc the timidity of her fex, 
and unprote6led> fave by the modeft dig- 
nity of virtue, nobly braved the incon- 
veniencies and hazards of an Indian 
voyage. She was received with tranfport 
by her anxioufly expcfting lover, whofe 
happineft was completed by their im- 
mediate union. Thcir's was not that 
tranfient glow of joy,which, like the crim- 
fon-tinted cloud of morping, vanifhps 
3 while 
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while gazed on; it was permanent as 
pure. Each met in each the enlight-^ 
cned companion, the wife advifer, the 
faithful friend. But, alas ! while fondly 
looking forward to a long period of fe- 
licity, the ftroke of death, fuddenly de- 
ftroyed the fair, but fallacious profpedl:. 
You will, perhaps, think but indifferently 
of her, who in fuch circumftances, would 
perfc vere in preferring life : — But it is the 
pu&Qm of her nation ! And fhe perhaps 
imagines, that Ihe may as effcftually 
evince her regard to the memory of 
her hufband, by devoting herfelf to the 
care and education of his children^ as if 
(he had mingled her aflies with his. 

Three fine boys look up to her for 
proteftion, and already begin to benefit 
by her inftrufitions. Their innocent vi- 
yacity, though a foiirce of amufement, 
to moll of the party, is a great annoy - 
^ce to the monkeyrloving Bibby, who 

declares; 
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declares, that " of all the odious tor- 
" ments of a long voyage, that of being 
** teizcd with the noife of children is the 
" worft.'* At the found of her voiccr, the 
diffonant fcreams of her feathered fa- 
vourites, feemto ratify the declaration of 
their fair benefaftrefs ; whilft the young 
and lively neice of the Dewan, cafts to- 
wards the many-coloured objefts of 
her aunt's afFc6lion, fuch an cxpreffivc 
^ance, as feems to fay, they are almoji 
as bad. 

Of this young lady I can fay little, but 
that {he appears gay, and good humoured* 
The Surgeon, indeed, from whom I have 
all my infor^nation rcfpefting my fellow 
voyagers, tells me, that fhe had been 
brought to India by her uncle, in order 
to be married to the gentleman, who was 
tofucceed him in his appointment; but, 
that on the voyage from Europe, a mu- 
tual affeftion had taken place between 

her. 



her, and a young votary of Lackfhmcc*, 
who mnft obtain the fmiles of the God^ 
dcfs, before he can procure the hand of 
his miftrefs. Her uncle, in the mean 
while, infifts on her return to Europci 
and from the hilarity of her countenance, 
I fliould not fuppofe the difappointmcnt 
$o have entered deeply into her heart* 



A. SAD buftle has juft taken place* 
One of the little boys having been allured 
into the great cabbin, by the comical 
tricks^of a Marmorct, was attacked by a 
huge Baboon, one of the fierceft animals 

in Mrs. 's coUcftion. His cries 

foon gave the alarm ; every one flew to 
the place from whence they iffued. No 
defcription can give any idea of the con- 
fufed fcene which followed. The voice 

* Fortune. 

of 
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of the fuffcrcr, was foon loft in iiniverfal 
uproar. The fcrcams of the ladies, the 
chattering of the monkeys, the barking 
of the dogs, to fay nothing of the fqual- 
Kng of the parrots and maccaws, made 
altogether fuch a noife, that the thunder 
of the contending elements could fcarcely 
have been heard in it. When peace was 
at length rcftored, and the little boy, 
whofe leg was fadly torn, had been com- 
knitted to the care of the furgcon, the 
Dewan ventured ttf rcmonftrate with his 
^ir papier, on the numbers, and bad be- 
haviour of her fevourites. It was a ten- 
der point; the very mention of it, though' 
managed with the ucmoft gcntlenefs, 
threw her into a paroxyfm of anger, 
which at length terminated in a flood of 
tears. In truth, there appeared to me in 
thefe tears, fo much more of paffion tjian 
of tendernefs, that I could not regard 
theni, as any ornament to the cheek of 
beauty ! Perhaps you may blame my in- 

fehfibility, ^ 
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fenfibility, and bellow more unbounded 
admiration on this benevolent woman, 
who generoufly prefers the welfare and 
happinefc of her tailed, and feathered 
favourites, to the peace and comfort of 
her hufband ; and whofe heart expands, 
with more lively afFeStion, for the mean- 
eft quadruped in her pofleflion, than for 
the orphan child of any friend on earth. 

\ Intelligence is juft brought me of our'' 
having caft anchor in the road of Madrafs^ 
-^I will from thence fend you this letter. 
May it find, you in the poffefTion of the 
beft bleflings of life, health, and tran- 
quillity ! What can I fay more ? 
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LETTER XII. 

^IHE day after I concluded my epiftlc 
from Madrafs *, we returned on board 
our fliip, and the morning following- 
weighed anchor, and proceeded on our 
voyage, in company with many float- 
ing fortrefles of fupcrior fize, fcnt by the 
king of England, to proteft the fleet of 
the Company. The gentleman who I 
mentioned to you in my laft, proves in- 
deed a valuable acquifition to our fociety. 
He, alas ! returns to his country, »o/ loaded 
with the riches of India, but poflfefling in 
his mind a treafure, more defirable than 
any wealth can purchafe. It is from the 
fnecr of worthlefs profperity, from the 

* Which letter does not appear-^^-and is fup- 
po(ed by the Editor to have beea loil. 

contumely 



contumely of fucccfsful pride, that Mr. 

Delomond goes to hide his misfortunes 

in the oblivious (hade of retirement. 

'^ When the frowns of fortune are cx- 

** ceflivf, and human endeavours are ex- 

** erted in vain, where but in the wilder- 

^* nefs can comfort be found for a man of 

^ fenfibility ?" Such an one is Delomond; 

unable to ftruggle with the tempeftuous 

gaks of adyerfe fortune, he declines the 

conteft. The pride of talents, and the 

<onfcioufnefs of reftitude, may, he thinks, 

fiipport him ia his folitude ; though he 

'has found, from his experience, that they 

are often an obftacle to advancement in the 

the world : the path- that leads to fortune, 

too often paffing through the narrow 

defiles of meannefs, which a man of an 

exalted fpirit cannot ftoop to tread. 

The manly elegance with which Na- 
ture has endowed this Saib, together 
with^ an air of dignity which marks 

. his 
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his whole deportment^ commands the 
admiration pf the whole party; even the 
lady 'of the Dewan, relaxing from the 
haughty languor of her ufual manner^ 
condefcends to addrefs him with the ut- 
moft civility : and though her miftake 
as ro his being a man of fortune^ ^hich 
from his appearance (he had naturally 
concluded him to bcj was foon re<5llfied^ 
(lie could not divcft hcrfelf of the rc- 
fpe£tful deference which his manifeft Tu- 
periority lb juftly claims. She fometimes, 
indeed, when he is not prefcnt, wonders 
what people of no fortune mean, by af- 
fuming the airs of'quality ? 

In the converfation of Delomond and 
the beautiful widow, I have Ipent many 
delightful hours. The firft poffeffcs a 
rich mine of knowledge, from which I 
expcft pure and genuine information. The 
latter is not lefs fcnfible, almoft equally 
well informed, more lively in her ideas, 

at 
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tod more quick inherdifcemmcnt; but, 
at the fame time, fo iiiadeft, and un- 
affuming is this lovely woman, that I am 
fpmetimes^at a lofs which to admire 
moft — the perfe&ion of her underftand- 
ing, or her unconfcioulhefs of its fupe- 
riorityi 

. The indifpofition of thefe. twp intel- 
ligent companions, has for fome days paft 
deprived me of their fociety; and I 
Ihould have been at a great lofs how to 
difpofe of myfelfj had it not been for the 
goodnefe of the neice of the Dewan, who 
from her own library fupplied me, with a 
fund of inftruftion and amuicment. 

This young lady I have lately difcover- 
ed to be a great lover of books i of which 
fhe has by far the moft numerous coUec- 
tion of any perfon on board, . But it is not 
furprifing, that I fhould never have fuf- 
pefted her taftc for literature. No one 

vot. II. c could 
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poffibly find it out from her fconvetfation; 
which always turns upon the moft trifling 
fiibjefts. Notwithftanding the know- 
ledge fhe muft doubtlcis have acquired 
from the number of books fhe has read, 
fhe is fb modefl: as never to utter a fen" 
timent beyond vulgar obfervation^ nor 
to attempt making ufe of her reafon upon 
any occafion whatever; fo that a perfbn 
might eafily believe her mind to be ftill 
immerfcd in the depths of igriorince. 

In the valuable coUeftion of Biogra- 
phy, which this young lady kindly fub- 
ihitted to my perufal, the firft book that 
attrafted my attention, was, '^ the Mjtory 
of a Nobleman I ' but I foon found, that 
the word Htjiory has more meanings in 
the Englifh language, than that which is 
given to it in the Diftionary. It is there 
faid to be, " a nararive of events and 
fafts, delivered with dighity/' But the 
hlftory of this illuftrious nobleman^ con- 
' I • fifttfd 
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lifted of nothing more than t few letters 
Written in the days of jurenik folly, on 
tht fufajeft of love !— Indeed, I cannot 
imagine whyftrch immature produftions 
fliould have been prefervcd at til ; and 
ftill lefs viti I conceive for what pufpofe 
they arc given to die ^orid, to whom, 
the opinion which a young mto enter- 
tains of the unparalleled beduty of his 
miftrefs's complexitm, can furely be of 
vcjy little confcqucncc. Other hiftories 
I found written in the manner of me- 
. ftioirs 5 thcfe are faid to contain the lives 
of illuftrious pcrforiagcs, whofe names 
adorn the title page. .It appears very 
Urang^, thdt the lives of thefc great per- 
fonages ihould abound in incidents fb 
fimilar; an account of one will fcrve to 
give you an idea of the events that have 
occurred in fifty families, whofe hiftories 
I have dready read. 

It happens, that a noble-born infant i^ 

deiertcd by its fond parents, and expofed 
c % to 
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to the care of chancr, and the humanity 
of flrangers. Thcfe fortunate foundlings 
never fail to be adopted by the firft per- 
fon who takes them up, and as thefe are 
always people of fortune, they receive 
from their bounty an education, every 
way fuicable to their real rank. As fbon 
as the young nobleman attains the age of 
manhood, he falls in love with the daugh- 
ter of his benefaftor, a circumftance 
which involves the loving pair in the 
deepcft mifery. At length, a period 
is put to their misfortunes, by the difco- 
very of the real parents, and the young 
lord is admitted to all the piivileges of 
his order. You may now perhaps ex- 
pedt that the hijlory fhould become more 
intcrefting and important, and be curious 
to hear how the young nobleman con- 
dufts himfclf in his new ftation; whe- 
ther the experience he has had of life, 
ferves to expand his benevolence, to in- 
vigorate his intelleftual powers, and to 

render 



render him a more worthy member of 
that auguft tribunal, in which is concen- 
trated the illuftrous mafs of hereditary 
virtue ? As to all thefe points, you muft 
content yourfelf to remain in ignorance; 
with the marriage of the hero, the bijiory 
of his life concludes ! 

From this circumftancc, and, indeed, 
from the whole tenor of thefe books, it 
appears evident, that with thefe iflandcrs, 
marriage is a certain paffport to never 
failing, and never fading blifs! A ftatc 
nearly refembling that divine abforption 
of the foul defcribed by our Yogces, 
which entirely excludes the cares and 
concerns of life, and in which the mind 
is wrapt in a delirium of pcrfeft and 
uninterrupted felicity !— Happy country ! 
where the prudence and fidelity of the 
women of high rank, fb plainly evince 
the care that is beftowed on their inftruC'- 
tion, and where the piety, learning, and 
c 3 morality 
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morality of themcni is only to be eq\iallc4 
by their humility ! 

I will not conceal from you^ that in 

thefc true and faithful pidtures of the 

manners and morals of the people of 

England^ I fee much that appears to 

mc extraordinary, and incomprehcnfible. 

Here, k is faid by pur pbiloCopbers, that, 

** in this life (compounded of gopd and 

cyil) *fickr3iels, and health j opulence, 

and calamity j fruition, ^nd .difoppoint- 

ment, are bound v^ togi^ther -, fkf^s every 

thing i$ froductd v)iib a companion which 

Jhall d^oy it. By this fcheme of things, 

the wound^s of <affliftion are ever ivilthin 

the reach of fomc cordial balm, which* if 

it does not h^^l, may at leaft fcrve to 

allcyiate its aqguiih. While, in the purcft 

cup of felicity, is mingled fuch particies;^ 

as may fervc to remind »the mortal to 

whom it is prcfciiited, of the fublunvy 
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Iburce from whence it flowed— ^In Eng- 
land, on the contrary (if I am to believe 
thefe hiftories) happinefs and mifcry 
are known only in extremes; there the 
tide of adverfity fets in with fuch deftruc- 
tive jfury, that the bare recital of the un- 
heard-of calamities it occafions, is fuffi- 
cient to melt the hardcft heart! Nor 
when the flood of fortune comes, is the 
the torrent of profperity which it pro- 
duces, left extraordinary and amazing 1 
In its rcfiftlefe career, every barrier to 
happinefs is broken down. The undc- 
ferving hulband, the cruel fiither, and the 
malicious aunt, are all carried off by 
death : while riches, honours, titles, fine 
clothes, and fpbtlefs qharafter, complete 
the felicity of the beautiful and loving 
pair, who are defigned to be overwhelm- 
ed in this fea of blifs. 

From the authority of diefe authenfte 

mmoirsy it appears, that marriage in 

c 4 Europe 
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Europe is never contrafted but from the 
mod pure and difintereftcd motives. 
Every young woman who is handibme 
and accompliihcd, however humble hcF 
birth, or fmall her fortune, is there cer*. 
tein of attrifting the love and admira- 
tion of numbers of the higheft rank in 
the commuBity. What a glorious en^ 
couragemeot is held forth to die females 
of that happy iOand, who muft be blind 
indeed not to perceive that it is dicir own 
<!i>p(facy mdfpUy, 'that alone can poffibly 
prevent their . advancement to the very 
fummit of felicity I 

For fuch folly and obftinacy, whenever 
it occurs, a very peculiar and extraor- 
dinary punifliment is referved. After a 
few years, fpent, as it is generally be- 
lieved, in vain repentance, and ufclefs re. 
gre;, they all at once, without any ex- 
ceptions in fevour of virtue, merit, ufe- 
firi or ornamental accomplilhmenis, un, 

dergo 
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dergo a certain change, and incompre- 
henfible transformation, and become 
what is termed Old Maids. From all 
jthat I have hitherto been able to learn of 
thefc creatures, the Old Maid is a fort of 
venemous animal, fo wicked in its tem- 
per, and fo mifchievous in its difpolition, 
Jthat one is furprifcd that its very exift- 
jcnce fhould be tolerated in a civilize^ 
fociety. 



After having (pent many days in the 
ftudy of thofe authors, fo warmly recom- 
mended by the young Bibby, 1 began to 
apprehend that though to more enlighten- 
ed minds, they might doubtleis prove a 
fource of inftruftion and delight^ they 
were not fufEciently adapted to my weak 
capacity, to afford any recompence for the 
time fpent in their perulal. Never before 

did 
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did my heart rcfufr its lympathy to human 
mifery ; but the diftrcffcs of thc^ Lady 
Hariots, and the Lady Charlottes, which 
called forth the overflowings of com- 
paffion, in the brcafts of their fair corre- 
Ipondcnt?, were of a nature too refined 
and delicate, to be difcernable to any 
fave the Microfcopic eye of European 
fenfibility-! . , ^ 

The change which according to thefc 
fage writers of Novels, has taken place 
in human nature, mull have been as fud- 
dcn as it appears unaccountable. In the 
days of their'great Dramatic Poet; the 
Calidas (f Europe^ it was certainly un- 
known; in his naafl;erly delineations of the . 
paffions, it is every where, and at every 
period the fame : and from a perufal of 
his works, one would he tempted to 
imagine (notwithftanding the evidence 
of thefe authentic memoirs to the contrary) 
that though manners may differ, and 

local 



Jocal Glooms fall it^to oblivion^ the traits 
of kindred likencfe, which the Creatof 
has been pleafed to imprefe on the great 
family of the human race, noay, by a difr 
corning eye, be traced through cveiy 
jclim.c, and in every period of its exift- 
j:nct ! How otherwife fhould the inor- 
ijnortal Calidas, whoflouriihcd two thou- 
fand years ago *, and the Bard of Engr 
land, who was cotemporary with Ackbar, 
teach the heart to vibrate with the fame 
fenfations? The Sacontiia of the onc^ 
and the Defdemona of the other, fpeak 
fo nearly the fame language, that did 

*'CaIidas, the celebrated dramatic poet of India, 
flouriftied, according tcSir William Jones, in the 
firft century befoi^e Chrifl ; he was one of the niiie 
nicn of genius, commonly called the Nine Gems^ 
who were favoured with the pjitronage, and fplen- . 
didly fupported by the bounty of Vicramaditycs, 
a Monarch eminently diftinguilhed by his taJfte for 
literature. 

(See the preface to Sir William Jones's tranfla- 
$ion of ^acontala,) 

I not 
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I not believe the foul of the Indian poet 
to have been long abforbed in the regions 
of felicity, I ftiould undoubtedly ima- 
gine, that it was Calidas himfclf, who, 
under the name of Shakfpeare, again 
vouch fafed to enlighten and delight the 
world ! — It is at leaft evident that they 
have both copicd'from the faoie original 
•^Unchangu'gy everlajiing Nature! 



A CHASM of many weeks has taken 
place in my journal. Alas! When I 
undertook to write it, I was not aware 
of the tedious uniformity of a fca voyage. 
But though void of incident, the fcenc 
has not been deftitute of inftrudlion. By 
time, and increafing intimacy, the cha- 
rafters of my companions have been 
-more fully developed. The firft fketch 
that was drawn by the hafty pencil of 

imagination^ 



f.f 
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imagination, I confidently pronounced 
to be a ftriking likenefs ; but very dif- 
ferent now appears the pifture, that has 
been delineated by flow-working obfer-- 
vation. 

In my letter from Madrafs *, I inform- 
ed you of the acquifiiion I expefted from 
the fociety of the young officer, whofc 
fprightly, manners, and communicative f^^ 

difpofition, gave the promifc of an ever- 
pleafing companion. But, alas! I foon 
difcovered that fprightlinefs and loqua- 
city are by no means united with urba- 
nity and cheerfulnefs. — The fmall ftock 
of perfonal anecdote, with which the in- 
cidents of his life had furniflicd him, was 
no fooner exhaufted, than he became 
dull, infipid, and morofe. Nor was the 
change which feemed wroflght on his 
temper, lefs extraordinary, than that 

* This letter is j^ot to be found. 

which 



I 
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i^ich took place in his manners. ThM 
youth, fcemingly fo gentle ; who took 
fuch pleafure in obliging; who lived 
but to promote the happinefs of others, 
gives every day fuch convincing proofs 
of the malignity of his difpofition, in the 
cruel treatment he beftows upon his 
younger brother, that it is impoffible to 
^ehold it without feelings of horror, and 
indignation. 



•o* 



How different from this, is the change 
that has taken place in my opinion, con- 
cerning the charafter of the Dewan.' 
Alas ! I fear, that in more inftances than 
thefe, my firft opinion has been like an 
tinjuft judge, who fuffcrs his decifions to 
be influenced by the eloquence of flat- 
tery. Self-love, whifpers that thofe who 
are pleafed with us, are pleafing ; and it 
is not till experience has convinced ui 
of our error, that we are willing toliften 
to the voice of truth. The refer ve, and 

filencc 
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filcnce which at firft fecmed to give to the 
charafter of the Dewan an appearance 
of full ennefs and ftupidity, gradually 
cleared awavi- by time and encreafing 
intinnacy, and difcovered to us inconteft- 
able proofs of a mild and placid tennper, 
i deeply-thinking, well-informed mind, 
and t Jiumane and benevolent heart. 

The condu(?t of his Lady, has not, I 
confefi, undergone much change; but 
my opinion of it has been fomewhat 
altered, by an irifight into its motives. 

That haughty; and arrogant demean- 
our, which I had conceived to flow from 
the confcidus fuperiority of birth and 
fnerit, was, it feems, afTumed by folly, to 
conceal the real mearinefs of both. ' Her 
hiftory appeared to me fo very extraor- 
dinary, that had I not had the moft con- 
vincing proofs of the veracity of my in- 
former. 
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fcrmcr, I confcfi, I ihould have been 
kd CO doubt its truth. 

This difdainful Lady, whom I had 
confidered as fome highly exalted pcr- 
fonage, was the daughter of a tradefman, 
" whofc foolifh fondnefs, faid the Sur- 
** geon/' (for I give you his very words) 
bellowed upon her fuch an education, as, 
without inftrufting her in the qualities 
that ilre alone fuited to adorn an exalted 
rank, rendered her unfit for becoming 
wife to a man in her own. At the death 
of this parent, Ihe laid out the fmall for- 
tune he bequeathed her, in fine cloaths, 
and took her paffage to Bengal, where 
ihe did not doubt that her beauty would 
procure her an . advantageous marriage. 
The event proved equal to her expefta- 
tions. On her ajrival, (he was feen by 
the Dewan, who admired, courted, and 
married her I '* I thovghtfaid I," inter- 
2 rupring 
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rupting my informer, *' that Europeans 
had made companions of tlicir*wivesl 
Surely/ this woman was not qualified 
fpr being the companion of fuch a man 
as the Dewan. It is not poffible to 
iiTiagine, that her intelle^lual deficien- 
cies, would be lipoblerved by a man of 
his fenfe, and penetration/' " The 
Dewan was too much charmed with 
her beauty, to obfcrvc any deficiency 
in her merit,"" rephcd the Surgeon ; 
f^ pr, if he did, ffie was fo young, that he 
promifed himfelf much pleafure in fill- 
ing tl^e office of Preceptor.'^ Alas ! he 
confidered not that pride is the ufual con- 
comitantof ignorancfe; that it is not the 
underftanding which has Been perverted 
by vanity, prejudice, aiid folly, that' will 
liften to the inftrucliorts of a huft)and. 
Her hooes of nappiriefs were from the 
enjoyment of his fortune, 

• " Elated by her exaltation to affluence, 

ihe thought that to realize the dreams 

VOL. II. D oi 
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of blifs, formed by her fond fency, flic 
|iad only to indulge in every capricious 
whim of vanity. Her extravagance was 
unbounded. But foon (he found that it 
was not in the power of fplendid equi- 
page, or fentaftic fi|iery, to fill the chafm 
of an empty mind. 

^' The delight of unrivaled pre-emi- 
nence in every article of expcnfive orna- 
ment, foon gave place to fullen apathy, 
and fretful difcontent. New. foUies were 
invented, ^d purfucd with no better 
iuccefs, and it wUl, perhaps, aftonifti you, 
to learn, that her mighty fondnefs for the 
, brute creation, inftead of proceeding from 
thfe pure fburcc of true benevolence, was 
in reality, no other than ap effort of 
the animal fpirits, to procure an ob- 
jeft of employment to her ever rcftlcfs 
jnind." 

' • ; . ' * . ' I 

■ '. Here 
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Here ccafcd my kind informer ; who 
left me very much aftoniChed, at dip 
pidlure he had drawn of ah Englifh wo- 
man^ and a Chriftian. 

After much refledion, I think I can 
trace the unenlightened ftate of this wo- 
man's underftandmg, to her want of in- 
ftxudion. Had (he received her educa^ 
tion at one of thoie wife^ learned^ and 
jHous feminariesy called boarding-fchoolSj 
her mind would no doubt have been 
vigilantly defended from the noxious 
iH-cath of vanity and conceit. She would 
fbfire hsYC learned according to the pre- 
cepts of her Shatter, to have adorned her- 
ftlfwith ^'fliamefecednefsandfobricty." 
«« Nqt with broidercd hair, or gold, or 
^* pearlsj or coftly array, but (which be- 
«^ Cometh women poflefling godlinefs) 
<* with good works/^' Such, no doubt, 
is the education of Cbrifiian women, at 
Chrijlim fchoob ! How docs it exalt my 
D % opinion 
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6|)inidi>of the natiVc genius of the young 
wiflowj when I contemplate the extent 
of fier acquired knowledge, her uriafFeft- 
cd humility, her undeviating difcrctionj 
and at the fame time, confidcr, that by 
her dwn account, (he never enjoyed the 
advantages of ihftruftion at one of .theft 
enlightened ftmtnaries, but was confined 
during the early part of her life, to the 
roof of her J>arehts Ms it nbC Airprifihg, 
t^aty notwithftanding this' difadvantagc, 
flie IHould hiWmadel hth proteeiency 
iri every accoriiplilhment ?* My Gttfi ftn- 
timents <:ohcerfilrig htt tcrfiiih ^hlA- 
terid^'^ Hfct eklted fentim^hts^ cdritteJte 
tW ix«fe ifcy damlrarioni ^httfe Her f^eJt 
tMp^h '^n^ eVfer ot>llging aiTpdritik^^ 
thaltij tifiiilj^ p?dgreft in ttiyeft^ 

"The mormrig j faft laid down 



.::> 



fnj .pen, we arnye^ at a imall iflaiid, 

which 
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* 

-t^hichidiebemgnanthand o^Hfttur^.f^e^ 

.to have (eceSted) in ,the mi4ft ,Qf the 

mighty Dccap> as a convenient , *: Qipul- 

trie, for the . floating carayanleras ; th« 

traycrfe its watery bofbm/ ^HprC.jyc 

-fpent nearly twenty day s^ and .wiel^ .en- 

i.tertaihed by the inhahitancs, who af^p^r 

• a.gay and lively people, wisdi much kind- 

- nefs^and ho^itality. 

, The change >of (cent was.aJiihed by 
all the party^^ Jbut Jby none to much as 

.theneice of theDcwail; to whom the 
uniform: life we led x>n board ihip, .was 
become altogether insupportable. She 
had indeed for a. long titnci been a( a 
mod pitiable lofs for cpiployment. The 

. contents of her library,, whichl imagined, 
, would have afforded her a fund of arnuie-^ 

.mentand edification,- during the.courfe 
:of her voyage,, were. .foon. exhauftcd. 

* Choultries, are houfes built in India, for the 
accommodation of trarellen. 

D 3 Having 
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Having once found out how all the ymOt" 
cd-for marriages^ of all the heroes and 
heroinesj were brought about j and been 
let into the (ecret of the lurprifing difco- 
veries, lucky accidents, and mhraculous 
combination of circumftances, which uni- 
formly led to that happy event, ihe had 
no further intereft nor curiofity con- 
cerning them. Thelc books had, nc- 
verthclefi, by giving conftant fuel to the 
vivid flame of youthful imaginadon, 
created fuch an infatiable craving for 
novelty, as rendered every other fort of 
reading, taftelefs and infipid. Even the 
ever entertaining cbnverfation of our in- 
telligent companions, had no charms for 
her. I have frequently known the chain 
of an interefting argument, to which I 
have been liftening with avidity and de- 
light, all at once interrupted, by her 
. abruptly alking, when we fliould fee land ? 
Whatever gave the promife of variety, 
feemcd to re- animate her flagging (pirits. 
r Whether 
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Whether it was the appearanceof a flying- 
fiih— orthe fumouifed approach of an 
ehemjr; the difowning of a kitten^ or the 
indications of a coming ftonti^ all were 
equally accfeptable ; fo that they relieved 
herj^ from the tedious tafk of thought. 
The approach to St. Helena, made her 
almofl: wild with joy. No fooner was it 
announced, than Ihe fleVr to her cabin, 
to take ifrom her trunk/ fome particular 
drefles, which /he had referved for the 
occafion, and haflily difplaying them be- 
fore the amiable widow, afked her fifty 
iqUeftioni in a breath, concerning the ini- 
poitant point, of which was moft bt» 
coming. 

Befides the novelty of the foenes, and 
amufcmcnts at St. Hdena, Ihe there 
made another acquifition. Which, I hope, 
will afford her fufiicicnt variety of enter- 
tainment for many weeks to come. This 
is no oth^r than a frefh fopply of novels ! 
D»4 This 
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This flic happily accomplilhcd, by ex- 
changing the contents of her library, with 
another reading fair one^ whom (he ac- 

r cidently met at a ball^ ftnd with whom^ 
on an acquaintance of three days> (he 
commenced an extreme and ardent JxitnA- 

, (hip. The great loquacity with which 
her prefent flow of fpirits has infpirpd 
this votary of fancy> is fom^timcs no Icfs 
teazing than the effcdts of her former 
ennui: to the elegaqtj. but fomcwhat too 

' faftidious Delon^ond, it is peculiarily irk- 
fome. 

In truth, it is not a little to be re- 
gretted, that this amiable man frequent- 
ly indulges a certain fbrcncfs of mind, 
which may .not improperly be termed 
the. illigitim^te offspring, of fenfibility. 
/ "V^hat proves its.fpurious birth, is, that 
. while genuine fenfibility is everal^yc to 
Ae feelings of others, this baftard branch 
of the family, is only mindful of its own. ) 

By 
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"By being ever ready to take offence, 
without confidering whether offence was 
intended to be giveft, it frequently inflifia 
a wound in the^bofom of friendship; but 
is unfeelingly infenfible to the pain which 
it has produced, j What a pity it is, that 
this impofter, fhould ever find a place in 
the breaft of a worthy man ! I cannot 
without pain,, behold it chcrilhed by 
the dignified mind ^ of Delomond, and 
would not fail tb remonftrate with him 
concerning it, was he not fo eqfily burt^ 
that I fear an eftrangement of his friend- 
fliip might be the confequence. Fatal 
propenfity ! which prefents a barrier to 
the wholefbme fucqours of advice, and 
cuts off retreat from error. / In the va- 
rious Iketchcs which this amiable and ac- 
complifhed Saib, has given me of his life, 
and his misfortunes, I can plainly dif- 
cem, that the diipofition I have juft now 
alluded to/ has been no Icfs detrimental 

to 
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CO his fbrtunei than injurious to his fiM 
Kcitjr. 



I SUSPECT, that you are now almoft 
as much tired of the voyage, as the ncitc 
of the Dcwan, and begin to re-echo her 
interrogatory, of when fhall we fee land ? 
But courage, keep up your fpirits, your 
patience will not be put to a much longer 
trial. — ^Land has been juft difcovcred from 
the topmaft-head.— -I cannot avoid envy- 
ing the happy failor, who from the giddy 
height, catches the firft view of his dear 
native country. /Ah ! what pleafing images 
play about his heart i in that little (pcdk 
appearing in the diftant horizon, he be- 
holds his litde homes his tender wife^ his 
endearing infants; and already, in imagi- 
nation, feels, and returns their foft ca- 
rcfles. j I go to participate in the joy of 

thefe 
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thcfe honeft people, it is a bad heart to 
which the bafpine/s of a fellow mortal 
can be indifferent. 

Ah! Maandaara/ how aftonifhingly 
great has been my difappointment ! In- 
ftead.ofthe expefted appearance of fe- 
licity, I beheld in the countenances of 
the hitherto hearty, and contented failors^ 
the ftrongeft indications of con{lern)ation> 
terror^ and diimay! Oh enquiring into 
the caufe of this alarnp^ I was told, that 
it arofe from the rumoured approach of 
zprefS'gangi a prefs-gang 1 never be- 
fore heard o^ but from the degree of 
terror it infpires, I can eafily conceive 
it be fome infernal Ipecies of monfter; 
fome cruel fcrvant to the genii of the 
deep, to whom the long-abfent failor is 
an acceptable facrifice. Accurfcd Ipirits ! 
the terror of whofe name, can put to 
flight the tender images of hope, and 
can induce defpair at a moment when 

the 
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the fweetefl: impulfes of nature ha?e 
kindled the torch of joy ! 



At die moment I laid down my pen, 
a fine boy of about fifteen years of age, 
who had frequently in the courfe of the 
voyage, attraAed my notice, burft imo 
my cabin. " For the love of God, 
^'affiftme dear, : dear Sir,'* cried he, 
*' the prefs-gang are already here, and 
** I know, I ihall not efcape ! For my- 
** fcif, I.fhould not carc; but, my poor, 
" poor mother I Ihe will never furvive 
" it. I know flie won't. Alas! fhc has 
«' no fon, but me.-r-Her heart is now 
*^ yearning to embrace me. O it wDI 
" break, if fhc is difappointcd !*' I gave 
him time to fay no more, but having 
haftily emptied a large trunk, made him 
le^p into it^ and there detained him, 

Bntil 
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untU r was aflbred that thefc children of 
Nareyka had retired. Alas! they did 
liot retire without prey ; above thirty of 
thofe brave fellowjf, whofe ufeful labours 
have conduced to the enrichment, and 
projfperity of thfefr country; who, after 
Jin abfencc of twenty months^ hoped to 
reap the reward of their toils, by return^ 
ing to its bofom, were draggM relu£laiic 
yiftims to the infernal demon of power ! 

Nor arc thcfe the only monfters that 
infeft the Britifti coaft.— -Much appre^ 
hcnfion is entertained by thp feamen, 
and paflenjgers, for certwi (ayages^ called 
Cujlom^boufe Officers i who, it feems, are 
particularly ferocious towards thofe who 
fonpie from the Eafl;. 



Praise to the preferving Spirit ! — Our 

lyatery pilgrimage begins to draw near 

a its 
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its clofe. At ten this morning, we cad 
our anchor^ at the diftance of about a 
cafs from one of the principal Naval 
Ports in England. All on board is now 
hurry and confufion^ every eye fparkles 
with the eagernefs of. expeftationj and 
every heart feems warm^ with the 
thoughts of once more beholding their 
friends, and ^their native country ; it is 
the tumult of delight; the dread of the 
cuftom-houfe officers, is forgotten i I 
liippofc, our fleet was too formidable for 
thefe favajges to daie to make any at- 
tack upon it. And now that we are 
within fight of an Englifli port, we can 
have nothing to fear. Seeing every one 
making preparations for going alhonc, 
I retired to fpend an hour at my pen; 
but, the encreafing buftle, renders it im- 
pofliblc for me to proceed fiirther at 
prcfent. 

On 
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Om going upon deck, I was furprtfe4 
fo obfcrve a number of ftrange faces, 
and anxioufly enquired, what kind friends 
had taken this early opportunity of greet- 
ing our arrival ? — With aftonifhment, I 
learned, that the ftrangers, were no other 
than the dreaded cuftom-houfc officers. 
In manners^ drefs, ftature, and coEnpIex* 
ion, nay even in language^ thefe lavages 
bear fb ftrong a reftmblancc to the Eng- 
lifh, that they might at a flight view, be 
niiftaken for the fame; but, on a more ac- 
curate examination of their countenances, 
levident traces of their'favage origin, may 
be eafily difcerned. They are lefs fero- 
cious than the - , andfcldom mur- 
der thofe who &U into their hands, unlefs 
JH cafes of refiftance. This they did not 
rneet with from any of usi but, got leave 
to rifle, rob, and plunder, without any 
hindrance, or moleftatioh. Their avidity 
for plunder, though eager beyond dc- 

fcription. 
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feription, feems to be acquired by the 
ftrangeft caprice. On the commodities 
of Europe, they fecmedtp fetno value; 
but fcizcd with favagc rapacity, on the 
more elegant produdlions of the EafL 
In rcfpc£t to thefc, the neice of t^e De- 
wan, and myfelfi have been the greateft 
fufferers.. A beautiful piece gf filyer 
inuflin, y/hxdi . the fair reader of No- 
-vels, l^ad treafurcd up, as her choiceft 
ornain^nt, ai^d 9x1 whicji, fhe let a ten- 
fold value, {T(fxp. itsbeipg ojf a fipiijlar de- 
fcription to t;hat wbig.h w^s ,?joj-/i \^y the 
Right Hon. L^dy Aramint^ Eleanora 
Bloomville, on the dfj gf hcj; nHpp?|?j 
^s fei^ed by th^fe rclen^lefe b^rbari^iis, 
•wilJap^t ^cmqrfc. .With a ogpious f^ood 
of tear?, ih^ bjefpygj^t the^i to jp^fc.her 
fayovritp ft)be 5 but;^ :alas ! tjie fupplica- 
lions of beauty, fqijcjijcd f pt ;thy Ixeart of 
f^fc favflgp pluntjerer?, wko beheld un- 
<Wi^^.d.[ ^^ P?*riy.drPPs» w/ijch courfcd 
cj^I) Qt^r dQ«r|i t^ f^i^ ofte>. cjieck! 

My 
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My cabin afforded a ftill more ample 
Iharc of plunder. The Ihawls, the muf- 
lins, which I intended to have prefented 
to the fifter of Percys and the Icfs coftly, 
though in the eye of affeflion, no lefs 
valuable prefents, which the generofity 
of Grey, had enabled young Morton to 
lend to his family ; al]^ all, were feized, 
by the unhallowed hands of thefe ruth- 
Icfs Ipoilers J Had they tkken my whole 
chcft of gold Inhors, it would not have 
grieved me half fo much! But^ as it is a 
misfortune, for which I perceive there is 
no remedy, I muft have recourie to that 
only phyfic of the hopeleis — Patience. 



Fkom the Queen of the ocean, the 
favoured Ifland of Great Britain, docs 
the wandering Zaarmilla, now addrefs 

VOL. ri. B the 



[ 50 1 

the moft beloved of friends.-^Having 
,takcn leave of the Captain and officer, 
and returned, well. merited, thanks for 
their kind attention during our voyage i 
we went into a boat, which had been fent 
from the harbour, for the conveyance of 
the paffengers, and were quickly landed 
on one of the ghauts of Portfmouth ; it is 
impolfible to convey to your imagination, 
any notion of the magnificence . of the 
Ipeflaclc that prcfcntcd itfelf to our view, 
in this fhort fail. No idea of the fubli- 
mity of^a fleet of floating fortrefTcs, can 
po/Tibly be conceived by thofe who have 
-not beheld the unequalled fcene. The 
army of the mofl powerful Monarch of 
the Eaft, though numerous as the grains of 
fand upon the fhores of the fea, the duft 
of the feet of whofe Elephants obfcures 
from the noon-day fun, cannot, in point 
of grandeur, bear comparifon with an 
aflcmbiage of thefc glories of the ocean, 
that ride triumphant in an Englifli port. 

We 
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We have taken up our prefent abode at 
a fort of Choultrie, called an Hotel, and 
are to jpcnd the remainder of the day to- 
gether. To-moiTow, we fliall feparate, 
perhaps, for ever ! The lovely widow, 
in whofc countenance, I fee the emodons 
of tender recoUeAions ftruggling with 
that amiable fortitude, which ftrivcs to 
rcprefs the feelings of unavailing forrow, 
purpofes going to the houfe of a friend, 
at a few miles diftance from this place, 
and there to wait the arrival of her mo- 
ther. I am to have the happioefs of 
Dclomond's company, on my journey to 
London, which is a very great comfort 
to me, as I find myfelf almoft as much 
at a lofs here, as if I had never before 
been in an Englilh fcttlement. ' The 
Dewan has been bufily employed in 
preparations fqr the conveyance of his 
family^ His Lady's extreme delicacy 
not permitting her to fubmit to the or- 
dinary mode of travelling, in hired car- 
E 2 riagcs^ 



I 5» 1 

ritges» he hts been obliged to ptirctiaie 
one for her accommodadon. Happily, 
the mortality which prevailed amongft her 
fiiyourites^ in die courfe of the voyage, 
has {o much dimimfhed their numbcrsj 
as to render dieir conveyance a matter 
of Htde coMPARiTivE difficulty s had 
dieyall furvived, he muft furely have 
had a carriage built for them on purpofe ! 



I AM happy I had not ciofed this 
packet, as it gives me an opportunity 
of recording a fcene that has juft now 
pafled, while my heart fti glows iivith 
the emotions it has excited. 

The youth, whom I had the good for- 
tune to protect, from the ruthlefe fangs 
of the prefs-gang, prefentcd himfclf be-* 

fore me, at an early hour this morning. 

-^cc You 
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— *^ You wUl think me a fad ungrateful 

^' fellow. Sir/' f&id he, "that I ftiould 

^* not have appeared to thank you, for 

** the very great fervice you rendered 

^^ me ; but, the moment I obtained the 

•' Captain's leave, I made the beft of my 

** way out of this place ; as I did not think 

•' I (hould be in fafety, till I reached 

*' home. I fet oflF on foot, and had got 

** ratter more than ten miles on my 

** journey laft night, when I was over- 

^* taken by a fellow midftiipman, who in- 

^* formed me of the lofs you had ' fuC- 

** tained from the (harks of the cuftom- 

*^ houfe ; I have got here, a bit of your 

•* India fort of ftufF, to take home to my 

^ mother J but I know Ihc would wear 

«^ nothing I brought her with any latiC- 

^''feftion, if Ihe thought fo meanly of 

^' me, as that I could bafely forget a debt 

« of gratitude.*' So faying, he pulled 

from his bofom a very handfome Ihawl, 

purchafcd, no doubt, with the fcanty earn- 
E3 ings 
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ings of his initiating voyage. '^ Here, 
" Sir," faid he, prcfenting it to me in a 
carelefs manner, as if in order to dcpri- 
cate its value ; ** it is nothing to be fure 
" in comparifon of the fine things you 
** have loft; but, as it is red Indian^ it may 
** be more acceptable to your Englifh 
** friends, than fomcthing much better 
" bought at home." There was fome- 
thing (b open and ingenuous, jn the coun- 
tenance of the youth, while he /poke 
thefe words, which he did in the moft 
imprcffive manner, that he altogether 
overpowered my feelings. PrOtefting 
power ! I exclaimed, thou, whole mighty 
Jbrcatb, can kindle in the human foul, the 
flame of virtue ; oh ! grant, that the 
fon of Zaarmilla, may be capable of in- 
Ipiring in the breaft of a ftranger, fuch 
(enfatipns as the noble aftion of this 
youth caufes now to glow in mine I But 
think not, excellent young man (con- 
tinued I) that I can deprive thy mother 
of the gift of fuch a fon. No, long 

' . may 
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may die wear this, and proudly may flie 
exhibit it to her friends and neigh- 
bours, as the fweet pledge of filial afffec- 
tion 5 more honourable than the gifts of 
princes! more precious than the jewels 
ofGolconda! I was interrupted by the 
Dewan, who had hitherto been a filent 
ipc£lator of all that had paffed. Shaking 
the youth heartily by the hand, ** You 
*^ are a noble fellow,'* ia,id he, " and I 
" mufl: know more of you r but you 
*^ may make yourfelf pcrfe6tly eafy about 
*^ this gentleman's loffes, as, I believe, 
^^ I have taken fuch ftcps, as will-cfFedt 
" their reftitution; but I mufl: let you 
*< know where to find me, and aflure 
*^ you, that wherever I am, there you 
^* (hall have a friend." So laying, he gave 
him his' addrefs, enjoining him to call 
upon him as foon as he could find an 
opportunity. While he yet fpoke, two 
men arrived, with the whole of the goods 
which had been feifed by the pirates. 
E 4 The 
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The Dcwan, dcfircd each of us to pick 
out our own; but would give us no fa- 
tisfedicMi, as to the manner in which he 
had eSefted their releafe. 

I am told, the carriage waits for mc, 
and muft therefore conclude this long 
protrafted journal. 

May the Ahnighty Preferver, wHofe 
omnipotent arm hath fafcly guided me 
acrofs the world of waters, to this remote 
corner of the habitable globe; He, whofe 
effence pervades all fpacc ! (hied the 
dews of his mercy, on the dwelling of my 
friend ! may his choiccft bleflings reft on 
the child of my afFeftions ! the bloflbm 
of my heart ! and may the fweet buds of 
hope, peace, and contentment, continue 
to expand in the virtuous bofom of my 
gentle Zamarcanda! What can I fay 
more? 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIIL 

JilT length Maandaara, behold me in* 
the metropolis of England, the celebrated 
city of London. My heart bounds with- 
in me, at the idea of the new fcenes I 
am about to behold. The pulfe of ex- 
pe&ation beats in every vein. — I was all 
impatience, to deliver my letters of in- 
troduftion ; but, unluckily, we arrived at 
the very fcafon of a folcmn feftival, which 
is very properly celebrated by the Chrif- 
tians, in commemoration ofancveiit which 
opened to their view the glorious hopes 
of rifing from the bed of death, to the 
regions of eternal glory ! — You may well 
imagine that a feftival originating in fuch 
a fource, is celebrated throughout the 
Chriftian world with appropriate folem- 
nity. With them, the forms and cere- 
'4 monlei 
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monies of their religion, remain not mere- 
ly as a tcftiofiony of the fuperior piety 
'which produced them. Thcfe inftitu- 
tions have not become a reproach to the 
degeneracy of fucceeding agc&f They 
have not, with them, become a folemn 
mockery ! a fatire upon a trifling, and 
frivilous generation ! No; at th? time 
of thcfe holydays, mod of the families 
of diftindlion retire into the country, 
that they may there enjoy the heart- 
purifying benefit of folemn meditation, - 
uninterrupted by the bufinefs, or plea- 
fures of the world. Ah! how edifying 
their devotion! — How exemplary their 
conduft I^ — How happy for the commu- 
nity muft it be, if the lower orders arc 
induced to tread in their, foot-fteps! 
The few people of rank who remain in 
town, are equally fedulous in preparing 
their minds for this devout folemnity. — 
They frequent no places that are not pi i- 
vate: — private theatricals, private con- 
certs. 
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certs, private pharo-banks, I have already 
lieard of; and I make no doubt, there arc 
numerous other places of private refbrt, 
^equally honourable to religioflj and fa- 
vourable to virtue ! 

By the kind care of my friend Delo« 
rnond, lam provided with a very con- 
venient lodging, in the ftreet which leads 
to the King's palace. This palace is, in 
truth, but a mean building, very unlike 
the Durbar of an Eaftern Monarch* ' 



I HAVE Ipent the greater part of the 
week, in taking a furvcy of the town, 
and examining its temples, and other 
public buildings.— The extent of this 
Metropolis, though it fhrinks into infig- 
nificanccj when compared with the Im- 
perial 



perial pelidence of our ancient Rajahs> 
the celebrated birth place. of Rama*, 
or the Ganga-wafhedwallsof Canouge f; 
is yet fufficicndy great, to ftrikc with 
aftonifliment the infigniBcant mortal, 
who has beheld only the modern cities 
of Hmdooftan. The iboc-paths which 
arc raifed at the fides of every ftrcet, arc 
filled with a bufy throng, where it is cu^ 
lions to behold women, as well ^s ipen, 
apparently intent upon bufinefs, entering 
* into the fhops, and making purchafes, 
with the undaunted mien of mafculine 
appearance. Far from walking along 

* Oade, (aid in^the Mahhabaret, to have beea 
tlie fird regular Imperial city of Hindoofton^ and 
extended, if we may believe the Bramins, over a 
]ine of ten Yogans, or about /ifrty miles ; and the 
prefent city of Luckiiow> was only a lodge for 
ene of its gates. 

f Canouge, a celebrated ancient cjty of {Hin* 
dcofton^ on the banks of the Ganges ; whofe w^llr 
are faid in theMahhabaret, to have been one hun- 
dred miles in circumference, 

the 
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the ftreets with that timid air of fhrink- 
ing modcfty, which diftinguiflics the fe- 
males of our race *, when they venture 
into the walks of men, their feaiiefi 
eye undaunted meets the glances of every 
beholder J and happy is it for the men 
of die country, that it doth fo ; for tf / ' 
modefty was fuper-added to their other / 
charms it would be impoflible to guard 
the heart from their fafcinating influence* 
Having heard that the firft day of the 
week, Andc£lya-war f , was appointed for 
attending the worftiip of the, deity in 
public ; I expreffed to Dclomond, my 
wifh of being prefent at the folemnity. 
He declined accompanying me; but 

* See the elegant engrayings^ illuftrative of 
Mr. Hodges's remarlBi on xhi$ (ubjeCt, it hk 
TrMveis in InMs, 

f It is . very remarkable^ tiiat the dzys of the 
week are named in the Shanfcrit langaage, from 
the rameplaaeti to which they were alligned b/ 
the Greeks and Romans. 

lent 
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ieot to a Lady of his acquamtance, to beg 
tbc would accommodate me with a feat 
in her pew.— Thcfe pews, are little in- 
dofures, into which the greatcft part of 
die temple is fub-dividcd. We walked up 
to that which belonged to this Bibby, 
preceded by one of her iervants^ who 
opened the door of the pew, and follow- 
ed by another in the fame livery, who 
carried the books of prayer; with which 
having prefcntcd us, he retired. I have 
already obierved to you, how fcrupuloufly 
the Foglilh Chriftians adhere to thofe 
precepts of their Shafter, which lecm 
to difcountenance the outward appear- 
ance of a religious fentiment ; and fb ri* 
goroufly do they abftain from the difplay 
of diefe delightful emotions, thatthey who , 
will thankfully acknowledge the moft tn-^ 
flingobligation conferred upon them by die 
meaneft of their fellow- creatures, would 
blufli to be fufpeAed of gratitude to the 
bene6cent Governor of the Univerfe! 

Inftead 
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Iijfte^d of behaving in this tcmpte, as- if 
they had aflcmbled together to fend up 
their united tribute ofpraiic, thankfgiv- 
ing, and humble fupplication, to the 
Moft High; fo fuccefsfuUy did they 
afieft the concealment of their devotional 
fentiments^ that no one would have fuf* 
pefted they had met together for any 
other purpofe, but that of (taring at each 
otl>cr's drefs ! I muft, however, make an 
exception in regard to a fmall number of 
people, very plainly habited, who flood 
during the fervice, in apart of the church 
called the aiQe; th^fe appeared »o/ to have 
arrrived at fuch a ftate of perfeftion* 
^ibey could not zfft&i indifference, as they 
joined in the petition for averting the 
punilhmentoffins; nor concealed the in* 
tereft they had in the glad tidings of eter- 
nal' happinefs. They liftencd with pe- 
culiar complacency to the accounts of 
him, who " came to preach the gofpcl 
to the poor," and the hopes of his fa- 
vour 
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Vour (eetned to iiradiate with joy the 
bofotn of refignation. A female of ad- 
vanced life^ in whom all thefe emotions 
were dilcemablei particularly arreftcd 
my attention. The palenefs of her coun- 
tenance^ fpoke her want of health, and 
the lines which Ibrrow had traced in it, 
accorded with the fable wecd3 of widow- 
hood, which (he wore. She appeared 
ready to faint from the &tigue of long 
(landing, and made a modeft ^plication 
to a perfon, who leemed to a£t as porter 
of the pews, for admittance into one of 
tkem. To my aftonifhment, (he met 
with a refufalj nor did any pne of the 
gorgeoufly apparelled Chriftians, who fat 
in them, appear to be any way concern- 
ed for her fituadon ; indeed, they all feem- 
ed to regard thofe who worlhippcd God 
fix)m the aipe, as if they had been beings 
of an inferior race. I was, however, well 
convinced, that Chriftianity admits of 
no fuch diftinAions s and fuppofing the 

Chriftian 
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ChrifHan IjaAj who lat by me^ though 

her eyes were roving to all parts of the 

teiQple^was^ in reality^ too much engaged \ 

in her devotions, to obferve what paffi*d> 

I took the liberty bf afting for her, and 

opening the door of the pew, invited 

the poor fick ftmnger to a feat. At that 

moment, the prieft was preferring -a pe* 

tition, in favour of all ** &ther1efs chiU 

dren, and widows^ and all who are 

defolate and oppreffid^* to which the 

great Lady had juft uttered the relponfe 

of, ** We befcech thee to hear us, good 

Lord!*'— =when obforving the poor wo- 

man by her fide, her' face inftantlyfluQied 

a cleep crimfbn ; rage and indignation 

darted from her eyes, and, telling the 

fainting ftranger, that *'.lhe was very 

impudent, for daring to intrude herieljf 

into her prefcnce/* Ihe turned her out 

into the aifle. I was weak enough, to be 

fhocked at the behaviour of Ais well* 

drefied votary of Chriftiamty, Ah? 

VOL. II. F thought 
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thought I, can it be, that this wdman 
ihould be fo confcious of her fuperipritjr, 
in every thing which conftitutcs diftinc- 
tion in the eye of the Omnipotent, as 
to confider berfelf worthy oiftiting in bif 
frefence^ while (he fpiirns from her own, 
the humbk child of poverty, and af- 
fliftion ? 



I HAVE juft returned from my firft 
viiit to Do£lor Severan, the gentleman 
to whole attentions Grey has moil par- 
ticularly recommended me j nor could 
he, according to the opinion of Delomond, 
havcdonetne a more eflcntial fervice. My 
accompliihed friend, who was, it ieems, 
the companion of his youthflil (tudies, 
tells me, that at the univerfity, it appeared 
evident that he was born to be the orna^* 

m^nt 
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xnent of Science. Whilft other youflg 
men were purfuing the gaudy phantom 
of pleafure, his time was occupied in in- 
vcftigating the laws of Namre, in tear- 
ing the choiceft fecrets from her reliift- 
ant bolbnij or, in tracing her foot-ftcps 
through the various phenomena of the 
fnaterial world.— Nor, continued Delo- 
mond, as we drove to this gentleman's 
hou(e, is he leis eHimdbk as a man, than 
refpeftable as a philofophcr. But, in- 
deed, the conneftion between philofophy. 
and virtue, is '* fo natural, that it is only 
their jfeparation that can excite furprife ; 
for IS not the very bafis of fcience, a 
fincere and difinterefted love of truth ? 
I An enlarged view of things cannot fail 
todeftroy the efFefts of prejudice:] and 
while it awakens in the mind, the moft 
foblime ideas of the great original caufe ; 
it promotes, moft neceflarily, a detefta* 
tion o^ every thing that is mean or bafe." 
We juft then flopped at tlje door of his 
F 2 friend. 
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friend, apd were ulhcred into an apart- 
ment furrounded with (helves of bookjSj 
arranged in no very good order j every 
table, and almoft every feat,, was occu-. 
pied by numerous odd fhaped veffels, 
(bmc of glafs, and others of metal, 
but for what ufe I could not pofllbly 
comprehends The philofopher himfel^ 
at length appeared. A tall thin man, of 
about forty years of age, his drefs put on 
in a manner particularly carelefs^ but 
his countenance, fo mild, and ierious ! 
it was the very pcrfonification of benig- 
nity. He appeared rejoiced at feeing 
Delomond, who, if poffible, was exalted 
in my efteem, by feeing the degree of 
eftimation in which he was held by the 
philofopher^ Myfelf he received in the 
moft gracious manner; and, by hi» 
kiiidnefs to me, he gave the moft con- 
vincing proof of his regard for my friend 
Grey, of whom, indeed, he fpoke very 
ha^idfomcly. He informed mc, that 

Lady 
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JLady Grey, widow to the brother of our 

friend, was then at hcr^country rcfidence, 

but that her brother, Sir Caprice Ardent, 

for whom 1 had likewifc a letter of intro- 

dudtion, was in London; and added, 

that he fliould do himielf the pleafbre of 

accompanying me to die houfe of this 

gentleman, the day after to-morro^ i and 

. hoped that I would come io tat wy Ireak^ 

fajl with bimy before we went. You will 

fmile at the invitation: and, no doubt, be 

iurprifed to find this philofopher, whom 

one would expe£i: to foar above the prac* 

tices and notions of the vulgar, 'taking 

fuch a method of (he wing his hoKpitality; 

but it is a difficult thing to gee the better qf 

early prejudice 5 nor does the generality of 

rnankind in any country, enquire into the 

propriety of cuftoms, to which they have 

bttvk rendered familar by ufe. ^ Though 

to us it appears highly kbfurd, as well as 

grofely indelicate, to ice people looking 

ia each others' faces while they chew 

: ^ 3 their 



C 70 1 

their fbod^ andcalling itfbciableto fwallow 
their morfcl at the fame moment i. it is 
poflible, that thcfe Europeans may think 
our iblitary manner of eatmg equally 
ridiculous i and if they abftain from cen- 
suring it, is it not a proof of their bein^ 
more enlightened ? Often have I oblerved 
to you, and often do I fee reafon to re- 
peat the obfcrvation, ^hai it is they only 
who have conquered the force of prejudice in 
ibemfelyesy that can wake any .allowance 
for the effells of it in others. . 



Coffee-houses, fimilar to that dc- 
fcribed in one of. my letters from Cal- 
cutta, are to be met with in every quar- 
ter of tijis city. Thofe I have here 
feen, are fchopls of politics, rcforted 
to by all who take an intereft in public 
- ' affairs i 



affairs ;-^a true and authentic ftatemcnt 
of which is daily printed oh large Iheets 
of paper, and copies are, I zm told, fent 
to every part of the Ifland. In the 
Coffee-houfcs, thefe are handed about 
from politician to politician, and furnifli 
matter for the general difcourie. For 
my part, though poffcffed of a fufficient 
ihare of ciiriofity, I did not care tx> 
be too for%yard in fceking to pry into 
the ftate affairs of the country i biit . 
haying accon^panied Dclomond, yefter- 
day, into a neighbouring cofFec-houfe, 
and hearing' a gentleman who fat near 
me, cleclare, that the paper he was then 
peruling, was indubitably publifbed un- 
' der the immediate di/eftion of the Bri*. 
tifh minifter, I could not reftrain my im- . 
patience, to examine its contents — and 
the moment he laid it down, I eagerly 
flew to its perufaL 

F4 It 
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It isifnpo0EiUe to defcribe toyou^ the 
admiration with which the rcadii^ of 
this paper infpircd me, for the ulents 
and virtues of this fapient noble, who 
prefides in the fupreme councils of this 
happy nation. So extenfive ! fo mul* 
ti&rious ! fo minute are the fid)je£ls of 
his concerns, that one contemplate 
with aftonifbment, the mind that is ca- 
pable of gra%)ing fuch an infimtf of. 
objefb. In one paragraph, he reports 
to the nadon, the account of a vidory 
which their armies had obtained, or ne^fy 
attained o^cr die forces of their Chriftian 
enemies; tells the numbers of the nairh-** 
of thofe who are dill fleering the agomes 
of paih, &r from the foothing Ijalm of 
afie^on 1 far from the healing confola- 
tions of friendftiip !— To the &milies of 
fuch as are in a lituadon to afford the 
expenfive infignia of forrow, the names 
of their fallen friends are announced ; 
but, to the poor, who can only afford to 
3 ' . . wear 



E 73 1 

wear mourping in their hearts, dicre is 
nd neceffity of giving fuch a particular 
^account of their friends; it is fufiicient 
for them to know^ that few, very few of 
tbem can ever again behpld their native 
homes ! In the «iext paragraph, this puif- 
iant (iatefman informs the world of difc 
fafe arrival in town of Sir Dapper Daw- 
dle, in his phaeton and four ; which, and 
many limHar pieces of intelligence, are, 
no doubt, given with the beneficient in- 
tendon of informing tile poor and wretch- 
ed, where they tnay find their benefitftors ; 
thofe, who by their liberal and repeated 
ads of charity, have obtained the bleffiwg 
-cftbem^wbo are ready ta pertjh^ Nor is the 
nourifhment of the; mind neglefied by 
this wife minifters the public are informed, 
in this ncwfpapcr, where fuch books arc 
-to be had, as arc, doubtlefs, beft calcula- 
ted for their inftrudion. I have already 
told you, that the females of this place 
go thcmfelvcs into the fhbps, in order to 

purchafe 
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porchafe what they want ; and> mcthinksi 
it is highly praife- worthy of this good fa- 
pei intendani of the kingdom^ to point out 
to the fair creatures, where they may lay 
eat their money to the moft advantage. 
They are in one part, ftrongty afiured 
of the foperior excellence of the goods 
at the Pigeons s in another^ they aie 
conjured to buy their ftockings at' the 
Fleece; their iboes, their gloves^ nay the 
very powder, with which they disfigure 
their beautiful hair^ are all objedls of this 
good nobleman's tender anxiety i indeed, 
the proper decoration of their perfbns, 
feems to employ no infConfiderable por- 
tion Qf his attention; there is no de^ 
formity of the body, no diibrder of the 
flcin^ againft which they are not here 
provided with a remedy. Nor doth 
rojrtf/ dignity itfelf, difHain to extend its 
care>s to beautifying and adorning the 
female fubjcfts of thefc realms* You 
will, perhaps, fmile> to heair of the royd 

firman's 



[75 ] 

firman's being attached to t]ie ladies' gar^ 
ters ? But there is not a bru(h for their 
nail$, nor a foap for their hands, nor a 
po^vder for their teeth', nor waih for their 
pretty faces, that is not as highly honour- 
ed. Alas! how much are thefe females 
indebted to a prince, who evinces fuch 
unequalled foUcitude for the prefevation 
oCthcif beauty ! 

Nor doth the parental care of royalty for 
the welfare of the people ftop here; their 
health is an o\)ic£fcof peculiar. concern; 
Innumerable are the lifts of medicines, of 
approved efficacy, which are here recom- 
niended to the public ; I reckoned above 
fixty, that had received the royd lanftion, 
fcalcd by the royal arms, and mentioned 
\^y royal authority; when we reflcdl, how 
nany naufeous draughts, the royal, coun* 
,fcllors muft needs have tafted j how many 
bitter pills, they, doubdefs, muft have 
fwallowed, before they could advifc his 

Majefly 
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Majefty on a lubjeA (b important ; we 
icon fcarcely refraib from pitying the 
fituadon of thofe, whole high flations 
impofc upon them the performance of 
fuch difagreeable duties ! 1—1 coiild fiir* 
nifti you with fiirthfer proofs of the tender 
care of this government^ for the health 
and happinefs of its fubjefts^ but am 
obliged to leave off, on account of my 
vifit to Sir Caprice Ardent. 



I FORGET whether I informed yotr, 
that a neceffary part of my eftablifhment, 
is a carriage. A model of which, I have 
this morning pui^chafcd for you, at 
what is called a toy-ftiop, that you may 
form fome idea of the manner in which 
the great are drawn about the ftreets oi 
this city. Numbers, however, .even .of an 

exalted 
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exaked rank, occafionaU/ walk : nor is 
it thought any degradationj to make ufe 
of their owq legs. 1 tlus morning met 
the Heir apparent of the throne, walkii^ 
on fbo(> 11^ the veryftreet in which I 
Uvi; far from appealing in my eyes as 
iborn of bis dignity, by thus condefcend* 
ing to mingle with ^his people, it ihed 
upon it, in my opinion, a beam of ad« 
^idonal li^e. Ah ! wjiat a traaicendent 
degjee of excellence miijft we fuppoie 
thfle highly favoured Princes to po0ei$, 
who, togfether with the dignified fend- 
, ments of their exaltted rank, enjoy die 
advantages of that inftru&ion, which is 
only to be obtained by commerce with 
the world ! . The mirror of truth is fct 
before them, and, furcly, they will never 
turn from it to view themfclres throi^h 
the diftorting medium of venal flattery, 
and deceitful adulation J t— But, to retur» 
from this cUgreffion ; I took up Dr. Se veran, 
acc^rdiQg to appointment, and proceeded 

widi 
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^di him to the houfc of the Bardhcr^ 
which is fituated at the upper end of a 
fliort ftrcet, none of the buildings of 
which-arc yet completed; they feera as 
if they were intended for houfes of very 
Afferent fizes and fliapes, and at prelcnt 
have a very ftrange appearance; but, it 
is impoflSble to forni any idea 6f what 
they may be, when finiftied. The en- 
trance to the houfc of Sir Caprice, was 
fomewhat obftrufiled by heaps of rub- 
bilh, occaGoned, as we foon learned, by 
the dcftruftion of a row of pillars, of 
Grecian artichcdlure, with which the 
hall had been originally graced. Thefe 
proud ornaoDents, which during the fhort . 
period of their exaltation, had heard the 
lofty roof which they fuftained, re-echo 
the voices of their flatterers, were on a 
fuddeff, di%raced, difmiffed, and hurled 
headlong to the ground ! Their fall was 
like that of the favourites of Princes, 
which fliakcs the throne they ohce ap- 
4 peared 
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jpeared dcftined to fupport, A long fraia 
i^( dependants were involved in the 
mighty ruin, and it was not without fomc 
degree of danger, that, following thj fer- 
vant, we fcrambkd through this fcenc 
of deflation, to the apartnncnt of Sir 
Caprice, whom we found (cated at a large 
table, on which an innumerable quan- 
tity of plans, maps, models of buildings, 
and other various ornaments, were heap- 
ed. After reading the letter I had 
brought him, congratulating me on my 
arrival in England, and enquiring after 
the health of Mr. Grey, he turned to 
Do<5l:orSeveran, and expreflcd, inftrong 
terms, the particular pleafure he at that 
moment felt in feeing him.-—'* I know 
you are a man of tafte,".cried he, " and 
fliall be wonderfully happy to have your 
advice on the plan of a new building, 
which I intend fhall be fomething very 
extraordinary. Here it is," continued 
he, holding up a fmail models " here, 

vou 



yoa fee, I have cdntrived to unite aU^ie 
orders of architedure in regular grada-- 
donj here, you will pleafe to obferve^ 
^lat the bafisis truly Gothic ; above that» 
ohierve the Tufcan; above that, the 
Compofite> the Corinthia;i> the Doric, 
the Ionic — all placed as they never were 
placed before ! Srill, however, the top 
is unfiniihed ; for chat I have had many 
plans ; but, that which pleafes me beft, 
is, the idea of crowning the whole with 
a Chinefe temple; is it not a good 
thought, eh? Perhaps this gendeman, 
could fiurniili me with a hint. Pray Sir," 
turning to -me, "has the Emperor of 
China, done any thing new in this way, 
of late ?" The philofopher, perceiving my 
confufion, reminded this noble builder^ 
that Lwas from Bengal, and had never 
been in China in my life. ** From Bengal ? 
Ay, ay, I had forgot; a Hindoo is he? 
well, well, perhaps, then, he could give 
me a plan of a Mofque, a Minaret, or 

fomc 



Ibftic ftch thing, it would oblige me «<•« 
tremely, as it would be famcthing quite 
new, and uncommon." Perccivii^ that 
he waited my anfwer, I told him, that I 
certainly had had many opportunities of 
feeing Molques, fbme cf themoftftately 
of which, were built from the ruins of 
our ancient temples, particularly tiiat at 
Benares, the Minarets of which were 
eftecmed. eminently beautiful ; but, that 
as I had never been in one, I was alto- 
gether unqualified to give an accurate 
defcription of them. ** Did not trouble 
church much, I fuppofe. Sir ?" rejoined 
he, with an arch fmile. " Goodheaven 1" 
cried Severan, '^do you not know, that 
a Moi^ue is a Mahommadeh^pSa^ of 
worlhip, and have I not already told you^ 
that this gentleman is a Hindoo ?" — ** Ay, 
ay, I had forgot, htJ^^hMbm(^So much ^ 
the better; I (hall love him,, if he hates 
^ priefts, and prieft^ridden fools 1 1 mvef 
kntvr any good come of eidicrJ* So 
^ VOL. II. o /faying, 
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iayingy he offered me his hand, andikook 
mine, in a mod: cordial manner. I^e 
.then renewed his folicitations for the 
opinion of Severan, in regard to the 
manner in which he fiiould fiaifh his 
projefted building* (a building for 
vluch^ he had not yet ^d upon a 
lituatian); die philofopker eluded any 
iurcher diflertadons on die ful^edi:, widi 
great dexterity, and finj^y prevailed 
upon him to ioiro(iux;e.us to thq apart^ 
mentof h^ Lady. 

Wc found Lady Ardent, and her 
eldell daughter, in the apartment called 
the dra>yi9g-room# , They vi^tjs pre- 
pare4 !:o gOQU^ and/ hid- t^ir carriage 

'*. Explanati^m of the terms of.Arclutedlare« &Cm 
tnough very neceffary to the friends of the Rajah» 
it was tlioaght^ would be rather tixefome to the 
Engftfti reader;' thfey arc ihcrefdrc omitted by the 
Tranfflator, who Hat frequently been obligeA' ta 
take liberties of the fame nature* 

. .. > ..'Waiting 
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Wkiding lor tbem ae the dbolPi hob, ok 
burexltrance> poltedlj^reiiimcd^eirfesita % 
The countenance of ncithcrof thcfe ladies^ 
f xhibit;ed one fuigle line, that could kad 
to the dcvelopement of theii* tharadersj 
all .was pkcid uniformity^ and $aj^aki9ig 
regLibritjr of feature. Surely, fidd I to 
myfelG thefe Women ;miift Jwve arrived 
4t the vfcry zenith oi flerfe^on t How 
ejareta«Uy muft eVtry. ipfaflioa have bccil 
fiibdued; mdcr the gloriws' eijipire of 
reafbpj be£>re they could haVe attained 
fuchinexpreffiye in^HSbrende ^ It is tnie^ 
that in their eyes, the fpcu^ing chuba 
dar* of ihteUeA, doth notpi^oclrim hia 
mailf r's preieoc^^but the ^^thy' which 
(its iipon their forehealjs, (peaks in plain 
lariguag9> their contempt <^ the world 
and its vanities. With them, as with the 
. beloye^ of Kfi(hiiaj-padn and pleafiire 
are as^onei The mddeftyof fen^ale bufltr 

* The. fcrvaii^ whbfe bufincfi it is to proclaim 
At titles of any great perfotiagc. 

2^ fulncfs. 
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fulneis^ fealed the lips of the young lady^ 
but her mother enquired after my friend 
Grey, if not with affe&ion, at kaft i^ith 
much politehefs. She treated nne {as 
I was told by DoAor Severan) with an 
uncommon degree of attention. She 
gave me a, flip of ftiff paper, on which 
was marked the lOth day of the next 
month, which, I was informed by my 
fiiend, was an invitation to a n>ut; diat 
is to £iy, an entertainment; whtre a vail 
number of rational, wife, and w^U-in* 
formed votaries of immortality, meetto- 
gedier, not to* converfe, but to look at 
each other, and to turn over the bits of 
painted paper, called cards! After re- 
receiving this mark of her Ladyfliip's at- 
tention, we took our leave, and retired* 

. I was ciffious :to know fomc further 
particulars of a. family; wbofc manners 
appeared tome, fb peculiar; and Do£lor 
Severan, whona I have the happinefs of 
' I feeing 
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ieeing every day^ has had die goodhels 
ampfly to gratify my curiofity. He be- 
gask with ot^ferving, that ^ to thofe who 
take pleafure in inveiligatingthe phaeno- 
mena that fall under their obfervadon, 
either menU^ or snaterial, it is not fbf- 
ficient to fay that things are fb, they 
muft d^v^lope the caufes iii which they 
have or^nated. As tjiere are few fub* / 
ftances found in a natural flate^ whoie ( 
conftituent parts cannot be ieparated fit>m ( 
each other^ by the methods ofed in che« / 
miftry/ lb there are -few {predominant | 
difpofitions of the mind, which may not ^ 
be analizcd, and traced through their / 
origin and progrefs by any one who ; 
will give himfclf die trouble. to purfue / 
the necei&ry procefs. } 

*' This inyeftigation, if accurately fol- 
lowed," condnued my friend, " will inva* 
riably lead us to the early education of the 
objeft of it. In // we will conrunonly 
o 3 find 
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fled an cKplanatian of the manoer f n 
which tthe peculiar combinatiofi of id^as 
ihat uldmacrlf forms charadefji Has !>eea 
prodocpd^tD it, therefore, we mufl: al-^ 
>vays Dccur in our analization of the pro« 
penfities and cgnduft of any individual. 

«« Thie fiidier of Sir Caprice, was Aree 
tiines niarricd. — ^His firft wift, who was 
the heirefs of a wealthy family, died 
Ibon after die birth of a daughter, irt 
wboaii the femines of her femily are at 
prefeot centered.— ^is fecond wife, die 
mother of Sir Caprice, brought him no 
odier dower befides beauty, and good 
temper. > Her premature death, over- 
vhehned him in afflift ion ; but, happtty, 
juft as he was ereding a mohmnent to 
her memory, in the infcription of which, 
he gave notice to the world, that his af- 
fedions were for eVer buried in her 
tomb^ a confeling angc! ajjpeated to 
, €:omfort 
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comfott himV in the (hape of Lady Ca« 
foline Btznmoht. 

'^ This Lady» who broti^ him only : 
one dau^ter^ proved an excellent wife; 
and would have .been one of the beft of 
i^others to his children, but for a certain 
timidity of temper, which rcftrained her* 
from exerang aitthofity over the chU**- 
djjen of aocjthen From Jhcr, therefore^ 
they ;met inith unlimited Inddlgencc, 
tlmt moft powerful inflajaner, of the pof- 
iions, in wHofe high lemperiCtBiire, for- 
titude is loft, and* fol^ofefs, anrogance, 
and pride, are infeparably united* - 

^' Their father having adiOifce. to piA- 
lie fchools, and reiblving ths^t his daugfa* 
ter fhould {hare the adyinc^ges of a 
cl^flical education with his fan» provided 
tbe^ with a tutor at home*— the «-: 
verend Mr. Ergo, Well dol remcm^ 
|)er him. He afterwards got the living 
04 of 
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of ourparifli» and ufed to ftuft'his ftr^ 
mons with Greek and Hebrew, in fuch 
a manner, as to make the poor people 
fiare.at the depth of hi& knowledge. In 
truth, he was a moft profound linguift; 
a complete walking vocabulary; — but 
of every virtue that dilades the heart, of 
every fdence diat expands the (bul, 
while it enlarges the underftanding, he 
was completely ignorant. The higheft 
idea he could form of the efibrts of hu- 
man intelleA, was confirmed to an accu* 
rate knowledge of nouns, verbs, cafes, 
^nd tenles ; and, to commit thefe to the 
memory of his pupils, was the chief .ob- 
jeft of his folicitude. UnqualiSed to fix 
the generous* principle in the du£lile 
bofbm, he attended not to the dcvclope- 
mcnt of mind, but, on the contrary, ex- 
toled as marks of genius, the early whims 
and caprices of his pupil, which were, in . 
jFcality, the ebullitions of an unregulated 
Imagination, 



1 
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*' ItAsy perhaps, to this want of judg- 
ment in the tutor, that the extraordinary 
degree of ardour and unfteadinefs, which • 
has diftinguiQicd the Baronet, may, in 
fome degree, be attributed, A recital of 
the various and oppofite purfuits, in 
•which he has been at diflFerent times en- 
gaged, will be the beft illuftration I can 
give you of his chara^er, which is fuch 
an one, as, I fuppoft, your Eaftem world 
has never produced. He is, however, 
by no means, an unique in this part of the 
world; where the liberty of committing 
every folly that fuggefts itfelf to the 
fancy, is confidered as the moft glorious 
privilege; 

*' The ardour of Sir Caprice's mind," 
continued my friend, " was, for the firft 
two year^ after his father's death, ex- 
pended upon running horfes ; at length, 
finding himfelf faken in by his compeers 
of the tur^ cheated by his grooms, and 

moft 
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nioft frcqucndy diftanccd lat thd paft, 
he fold bis racers, and forefworc Ncw-r 
markctfor ever/ 

Here I was obliged to began expla-p 
nation from the philofopher, and found, 
that it is cuftomary f<M- the. great mep 
in Ais kingdom, in their exertion of the 
privilege hinted at above, to expend im-» 
menfe fums of money on a very beau- 
tiful, though ufclefs. fpecies of horfes, 
Thcfe animals arc, however, doomed to 
experience the effeda of ;the\capriciotis 
Jwimours of their matters. At one time, 
they are copfidere^ as the dearcft friend?,, 
^nd moft loved companions of their lords^^ 
who are never fo happy, as when in 
fhe apartments of their four-legged fa-» 
vourites. While this fit of fondnefe lafts, 
they arc attended by numerous fcrvants^^ 
who> t^kiiig confcquence from the dig- 
nify of their employment, are at once* 
fbc moft infolent, and moft r^acious of 
2 th^ 



the dotneftic tribe. Some t)f there are 
employed in rubbing the Ikilis. of the 
^Jiorfes into a beautiful polifti, while 
others fcrve them with the choiceftfootf. 
Nay, fo far does their care extend, that, 
as if the clothing of nature were not 
•fuifieient, they provide' them with wo6l- 
' len garments, which completely cover 
*their whole bodies. Will not Maatidaarl 
think, that the truth hath Ibrfaken his 
friend, when 1%, that the tormenting of 
"thefe uhfortunatje favourites, forms one 
'qf the chief amulfements of the_Englift^ 
nobility? Bur, fo it is 3 — at certain ap- 
pointed periods, they arc brougjit oitt 
in the midil: of a concburfe of fpeftators; 
ftripped of their fine clothing, and 
forced to gallop round a certain piece of 
ground full fpeed, while, for the amufe- 
rnent of their cruel mafterjs, they are 
Whipped,' and even goaded by (harp in- 
flrum^nts of fteel, until the i?lood flows 
fn ftreams, from 'their lacerated bodiesj^ 

and. 



C 9a ] 

and this is called {port! — ^But, to returit 
to Sir Caprice Ardent. If I rightly re- 
member, the next purfuit upon which, 
according to DoStor Severan's account, 
he employed the vigour of his mind, 
was Hunting. Here are no Jungles m 
which to purfue the ferocious tyrants of 
the foreft. Here, courage is not called 
forth in the attack of the wild Elephant, 
or the roaring Lion. Nor is aftivity 
and watchfolnefe neceflary, to guard 
againft the fudden i]?ring of the carnagc- 
Ipying Tygen, The purfuit of a froall 
animal, called a Fox, employs the 
vigour of the Englilh Hunters. The 
mifchicf, which the Philpfbpher. inform- 
ed me, was done bjr Sir Caprice, and his 
fnendS) in purfuit of this litde animal, 
I confefs, appeared to me altogether 
unaccountable. He mentioned their 
having fpoiled fifteen farms, bv break- 
ing down the fences/ and that a young 
wood,, of great extent, M^hich had been 

planted 
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planted by his father, was, by the advice 
of one of the companions of Sir Caprice,' 
in order to give free fcope to the magna- 
nimous purfucrs of the red fugitive, 
burned to the ground. Another confc- 
quence of this diverfion, was, to me, 
equally incomprehenfible. Notwith- 
ftanding the coldnefs of the climate, it 
feems to be produftive of the moft 
aftoniftiing degree of thirft. The fum 
of money, which, according to the Cal- 
culation of Do6l:or Severan, was expend- 
ed by Sir Caprice, on the wine gulped 
down by his companions of the chace^ 
would, if it had been employed in im- 
proving the uncultivated parts of his 
cftate, have been lufficient to have made 
the barren wildernefs, a garden of de- 
lights. , V 

« Next to hunting,** faid Dodor Se- 
veran, " fucceedcd the love of equi- 
page, and fine clothes. It was now the 
ambition of the Baronet's heart, toattraft 

the 
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tixe attention of the Ladies. HKs ani-^ 
bicion was^ perhaps^ in no other purfuit 
of his life, fo fully gratified. Wherevdr 
he appeared, his exquifite jtafle was the 
obje£t of unbounded admrration4 

*' To have a wife, whofe beauty would 
juftify the opinion entertainedof his tafte, 
and who would likcwife give him a new 
Qpportunity of diiplaying it, in the choice 
of female ornamciits, now engroffed his. 
cares. Such a one, he icon met with. 
You have feen his Lady. She is what 
is conunonly called, one of the beji ofwa^ 
fneu. "^ To an evennefs of tenf>per, flow- 
ing from infcnfibility, fhe add3 a ftrift 
obfervance of ajl the rules of politenefs 
and good breeding, taught by that, fort 
of education given at modern boardii^- 
fchools ; which being direfted to unef- 
&ntial fbrnis, and ut^l^fs ' acconipliih- 
ments, renders the character oeld and 
aitificial. Though, incapably of ge- 
nerous friendfhip, or. heart-warming af- 

feftion. 
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£:&ioa9 fhe is never deficient in die 
external, cerenfionials of refped; aiid 
though fhe never did a kind or good* 
natured thing in b^ life, the low tem- 
perature of her paffions, aiTifts her in pre- « 
fcrving that femblance of placidity, 
often, verjr improperly, called fweetnefs^ 
which at all times appears in her coun^ 
tenancy. \ 

*^ With a Better underftandlng^ lh« 
might, perhaps, have diredlcd the cffler- 
vefccnce t>f her huft)and*s difpofidon t^ 
fome trfcful purpofe, and refkraincd it 
within the Jimits of common fenfe. . As 
it is, fhe contents herfelfi if^ by the affift- 
anceof a little cunning,. in which women 
of this clals of intelledt are never defi- 
cient, fhe can workout zriy liuietnd^ 
to which her liitle felfifh mind inclines 
hcr^ 
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<' It would be too tedious," continued 
Sereran, ** to follow the Baronet throogfa 
all the various whims and fancies, in 
which his reftlcfs (pirits have dilcharged 
themfehres. 

'« The only period in which I ever 
knew reading to occupy much of hb 
time, was, fbon after his marriage^ when 
he took to (hidying books of education ; 
and had aAuaHy from thefe compofed 
a Treatifc, for the inftruftion of his cx- 
peded heir 5 which, however, was forgot 
before die child had learned to (peak, 
for then he had turned improver. 

« It was then, that the fine grove of 
oaks and chefnuts, the mafiy richneis 
of whofc foliage, ferved equally to Ihel- 
ter and adorn his ftately manfion, was 
levelled to the ground ; and every fyot 
within fight of the windows, meta- 

morphofed 
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morphofed into ' a dry fmooth-lhaven 
green/ awkwardly fprinkled with knarled 
fapplings, and ill-formed clumps of 
Ihrubbery. HoW far this fpirit of im- 
provement might have led Wm, it is 
impoflible to conjedhire, for it was ftiU 
at its height,, when a piece of filver ore, 
found by one of the workmen, in digging 
a canal, intended to meander dirough 
the grounds, gave a new obje£t to his 
ever ardent mind. 

** For three fleeplefs nights, his fancy 
revelled in all the riches of Peru. Miners 
v^^cre brought frpm various parts of the 
kingdom, and the greatefl: encourage- 
ment offered to thoie who ihould be 
fuccefsful in difcovering the vein, of the 
exiftence of which, he could not enter- 
tain a doubt. Huge excavations were 
made in various dire£tions, all begun in 
hope, and ending in dilappointment • the 
miners, ftrifily followed the ufual exam- 

VOL. II. H pie 
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p]e of our Brittih minifters of ftatc ; who, 
-when they luvc plunged the nation into 
an unnece0kry and unfucceisful war, take 
care, when the account of defeats comes 
horn one quarter, to amuie the attention 
Off the public, with the profpe^l €xf better 
fuccels in another i and Sir Caprice, ^e 
the honcft Britifh people, was too wiiUng 
to be deceived, to fuffer himielf ta dif- 
cover the trick. Ac length, fkdiiighls 
miners grow rich, in propocdon as he 
grew poor, his patience became entirely 
exhaoflcds and widi many execradosson 
their knavery, and his own folly, he fud- 
dealydifmiiled them all, and iet himfelf 
diligently to repair the djcvaftations thejr 
had conamitted. on the fa^e of his eftate. 
It was this circumftance, which, perhaps, 
turned his thoughts to agriculture, which, 
as he contrived to man^gp it^ was as ua-^ 
produaive a folly, as any in which he 
has ever yet engaged. With fuch a,vi- 
diiy, however, did he enter iofo iv that 

Iwell 
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f well Remember him walking about 
the fieldsj with i filver fpoon in his hand| 
tof tifte the different compoffs, into the 
ipccific qualities of which,* he thought it 
heceffary to examine j and, ignorant of 
chemical proccls, he truftcd to his J>alate> 
for a difcovery of the acids or alkaJii 
they contained. It Wditild feem, that^ iii 
this particular, it had proved a deceitful 
goide;— -for, hotwithibindil^g his delicacy 
of tailfe, and although he had laid out his 
fields in the bcff method, that the beft 
theoretical Writers had pointed ow, hi 
had the wOfft crops that Were known in 
the country 5 he wa|§, at length, contented 
to replace the old tthints in their farms i 
and finding hi^ cftaCc c6nfidcf ably incum- 
bered, by his various fdiemes of fortune- 
making (avarice having how become 
thi paiftion which chiefly predominated 
itt his heart) he rtfolvdd fof a few years, 
to try the economfcd ^/an 6f travelJhig. 
Jft accordingly &i oixt (oi^ the cohttnent, 
H 2 . with 
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with his Lad/j leayiog his eldeft daugh« 
ter at die moft fafliionable boarding- 
ichool in London i his fecond^ who had 
been adopted from the hour of herbirdi 
by his fifter> Mifs Ardent, remained 
with her ; iuid the youngeft, had the hap- 
pine& of being received under the roof 
of her excellent Aunt,* Lady Grey. 

"Sir Caprice Ardent and his Lady re- 
mained abroad for fix years, in the 
courfe of which period, hisLady brought 
him three fons ; only one of whom fur- 
vivcs ; a poor puny boy, fo completely 
ipoiled by indulgence, that there is no 
bearing his petulance and prate. During 
the refidence of our Baronet in Italy, he 
gave fiifHcient proofs to his friends, that 
the change of atmofphere, had no effeft 
on the temperament of his mind. An- 
tiques, Mufic, Piftures, ^Statues, Intagr- 
Jios, and even Butterflies, were, in their 
turns> the exclufivc objefts of his atten- 
tion. 



tion. The death of a relation, who bc- 
que'Uthed him a large legacy, brought 
him at length back to "his country, jufl: 
as the rage for building had begun 
to occupy his mind. With its cfFcfl:s, 
you are lufficiently acquainted; and you 
will, probably, before the conclufion of 
the fummer, fee it give place to fome 
other abfurdity, which will be entered 
on with equal ardour, managed with 
equal fkill, and ultimately abandoned 
with ecjual facility/* 

/^ Alas \ cried I, I find, that folly is a 
plant, which flouriilhes in every clime; 
it only differs in the colouring. But if 
it 'is not intruding too fer upon your 
time and patience, I fliould be glad to 
know, what hue it affumed in the young 
Lady whp w^s educated by the fame 
tppor^ 

« 3 My 
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My friend willingly grarificd my cw- 
riofityj and thus proceeded : 

f' To Ae cldeft fifter of Sir Capriccf, 
lyho inherited fropri Nature a ftronger in- 
tellt£lj and quicker perception than her 
brother, the tuition of Qoftor Ergo wa^ 
attended with more bpneficial confe- 
quences. The ancient authors, who& 
wor^s were by him put into herhs^ids^ 
merely as exercifis in the cjead language^, 
attra£led her attention. She acquired ^ 
tafte for their beauties, and foon be« 
came fo addicted to reading, as, at an 
^ar^y period pf life, rendered Her miftrei^ 
9f ai\ extenfive degree of information. 
|fu(, a^s I it is ijiot merely a kno^^ledgfi 
pf tt^e fa£ls contained in hiftpryi nor ^ 
/ relifh for the bcaupes of poetic im^ery, 
nor a fupcrficial acquaintance with any 
branch of fciencc, that can effedudly 
expand the powers of the human mind* 
For that great end, the judgment muft 

- be 



be qualified to ap^y tJiem to ufefbl priN 
pofes. It was this deficiency^ which led 
Mifs Ardent, to vakie her accidental at- 
tainments at To high a rate, as to make 
her defpife hot only the weafcnefles, hot 
even the domcftic virtues of her own fcx. 
Their occupadons and amufcments> fhc 
treated widi the mmoft contcnipt ; and 
thought that in this contempt, fhe gave 
tthe foreft proof of the fuperiority of her 
O'mi mafcuUne mderftahding. 

From her mind, though the pardcles of 
vanity were hot expeBcd, they aflumed a 
new form— ihftead of the attention to ex- 
ternal beauty, feminine graces, and elegant 
manners, the vanity of Mifs Ardent ap- 
peared in an afiefladon of originality of 
fcntiment, and intrepid fingularity of con- 
du£b. In iupportjof this charafier, Ihe al* 
together lofcs fight of her own, which is 
naturally gentle and benevolent; and en- 
'forces her opinions in fo di£):atorial a man* 
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ncr, as renders her equally the obje€l oT? i 
dread and diflike to the generality of her 
acquaintance. And, indeed> it mull be t 
acknowledged, that this accomplifiied ^ 
woman, in her cagernefs to difplay the 
{trength of her mind, too often lays a(ide 
that outer robe of delicacy, which is not 
only the ornament, but the armour of 
female virtue i and that fhe never at- 
tempts to fhinc, without excitbg the 
alternate emotions of admiradon and 
difguft." Good heaven, exclaimed I, 
and is this the confequence of female 
learning ? is the mind of woman, realfy 
formed of fuch weak materiak, that as 
foon as it emerges from ignorance, it 
muft neceffarily become intoxicated with 
the fumes of vanity and conceit ? '^ And 
did your highncfs never fee a m/ik 
pedant?" replied the philofopher, "Did 
you ncyer behold a man deftitute of 
early education^ and confined to the (br- 
dety pf ignorant and illiterate people, 

ytHq 



tm^tm ^ho had by fome chance, acqiiired a 
"^ knowledge of books; and did he not 
appear as proud of his (uperiour infor* 
mation, as ridiculoufly vain, as arrogant, 
as oftentactous, and .conceited, as any 
learned Lady that ever lived ? or, if a 
more phlegmatic temper prevented the 
cflervefccnce of vanity from difplayiog > 
itfclf in the fame manner, it is ten to 
one, that he was ftill more infufierable 
by his dogmatic pedanty and fupercifiouC- 
nefs. The reafon why fiich charaftcrs 
arie not fo frequendy ,to be met with 
'^a]iv>ngft men, is, that (in this country at 
leaft) the education of boys is, in fomc 
degiiee> calculated to open, and gradually 
to prepare the mind for the reception of 
knowledge ; that of girls, on the contrary, 
is from their very cradles, inimical to th^ 
cultivation of any one rational idea*. 

In the mental as in the material world, 
iimilar caufes will ever produce fimilar 
(^e£t$; Ut the combination of ideas be 

^ttcnd?4 



attended to from the carlicft period of 
life; let the mind be early taught to 
think; taught, to form a jufteftimatc of 
the objetfts, within the reach of its ob- 
fcrvation ; and appreciating every thing 
by its ufefiilnefs, led to fee, that geniuf 
is lejs valuable than virtue, and that the 
knowledge of every fcience, and the at- 
tainment of every accompliflimcnt, finks 
into infignificance, when compared to 
the uniform performance of any known 
duty. Will the jnind, whether- it be- 
longs to male or female, that is thus 
prepared, be elated into arrogance,, by 
learning the opinions of the people of 
different ages, even though taught to 
read them in the language in which they 
were originally written i will it become 
Jefs modeft, lefs amiable, lefs engaging-^ 
for having been enlarged by this ex- 
tent of information; or will it be lefs 
qualified for the performance of ibcial 
duties, beeaufe it has been freed from 

the 
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Ac prejudices of ignorance, < and taught 
to fill its place in the fcale of rational 
beings ? Surely, no ; I need only men- 
tion the name of Lady Grey, to give th^ 
full^ft proofof th« juftncfs of my affcr* 
tion. This younger fitter of the Ardent's, 
had, under the care of a mother, eminently 
qualified for the ta(k, the advantage of 
juft fuch aa education as I have defcribed; 
but though to aU the underttanding andh 
accompUihments of her fider, fhe adds 
that brilliancy of imagination, of which 
the value is fo apt to be over-eftimatcd 
by irs pofieiTors, (he is neither vain, 
oftentatious, nor afluming. Accuftomed 
to compare her aftions, not with the 
triflers around her, but with the pure 
ftandard of Chriftian excellence, her 
virtues are all genuine. For inftance, 
the quality of gendenefs, which, in wo- 
man, is fcldom more than a paffive tame- 
ncfe of ipirir, that yields without drug- 
gling to the encroachments of the turbu* 
I lent 
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lent and unworthy, is, in her, the Ipon- 
taneous offspring of true humility ; it is 
the tranfcript of that wifdom v. hich i* 
firom above, pure, and peaceable, and 
lovely !— Modefty is not in her the af- 
(eftation of fqueamifh delicacy — it is the 
purity of the heart. Maternal fondnefs 
(and never was the heart of a mother 
more tenderly affcftionate) is^ like every 
other afieftion of her foul, put under the 
controul of reafon. That blind indul* 
gence, which woiild be prejudicial to the 
real interefts of its objeft, is, by her, con-p 
iidered as a felfilh gratification, not to 
be enjoyed, but at the expence of the 
future- happincfs of her child ^ it is there- 
fore wifely reftrained, though fomedmcs 
at the expence of prefcnt feeling. Such 
tcndernefs, direfted by fuch wifdom, is 
|he neareft poflible imitation of the mofl 
jimiable attributes of the divinity J— 4And 
who would put fuch a woman as 'this. 
In comparifon widi the mofjt beautiful 
9 piece 
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piece of infipid ignorance, that ever 
opened its eyes upon the world ?JIs there 
a man, who would prefer the vapid chat- 
ter of a pretty ideot, to the conyerfatioa 
of fuch a woman ? So good ! fo wife ! 
fo beautiftil ! Yes, my noble Rajah, fhe 
is ftill beautiful! though her eyes have 
loft fomcwhat of that luftre, which,. but 
a few years ago, was the admiration of all 
beholders, they ftill beam with anima- 
tion and fenfibility." Ah! my friend, 
cried I, you need fay little to perfuadc 
me of her beauty j the accomplifhments 
and virtues of an ugly woman, can make 
little impreffion even on the mind of a 
philofophcr. — My friend coloured, but 
before he could reply, a loud explofion 
from the further end of the room, burft 
upon oiir ears, and filled us with momerj- 
tary terror. In difcourfing on Lady Grey, 
my friend had forgotten the neceflary 
management of a retort, which, for want 
of his attention, burft in pieces. I know 

not 
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not what were i& contents, but they fenc 
forth foch fliffbcattng effluvia, as, had { 
not been reftrained by poHtcnefs, would 
quickly have driven me from the room. 

When the fmoke which folbwed the 
cxplofion, was fomcwhat diffipated, I ob- 
fervcd my friend, (landing in a melan^ 
choly pofturc, with clapfed hands, and 
fixed eyes, ruminating on the misfortune 
that had befallen him. A courfc of cx-» 
periments, the labour of many weeks, 
were by this unhappy accident, rendered 
abortivci it was a fubjeft that coukl not 
immediately admit of confblation. i 
therefore, for fbme dmc, prefcrved the 
ftri£left filence. Juft as I was about to 
open my lips with th(^ voice of fympathy, 
the Philofopher, who had never Ufted 
bis eyes from the remains of the broken 
veflcl, fuddenly clapping his hands to- 
gether, exclaimed, in a transport of cc- 
ftacy, ^'f fee it! I fee it!— Heavens! 
what a difcovery !— Never was there fo 

fortunate 
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knwMc an accident P/ I w^ at finft 
fomcwbat afraid tkat npiy frieftd's lenfes 
liad received a (hock from this alarming 
incident J but was happily relieved from 
my apprehenfions, on being informed, 
that tbc appearances which the matter, 
contained in the retort, had aflUmcd on 
ks explofion^ gave a hint to the Philofb* 
pheFy for the explanation of fome phaeno- 
mena hitherto unaoco^jjjfted for. In a 
moment, that fine countenance (and 
never did Brama beftbw upon a human 
Ibul, an index fo^ intelHgibic) which had 
been fo lately Ihaded by the cloud of 
delpondency, was brightened by the 
emaaaffions of joy, and irradiated by the 
imikf of exultation and delight. I waa 
not ifufficicntly initiated in fcience, to be 
able to appreciate the value of the dif» 
eov^ry, which gave fiach ccftatic pleafure 
to the mitid of the Philofopher; 'but 
oometiaplated with rapture, the wifdom 
of the immortal fpirit, who, when he 

Ipread 



^rcad the volume of Nature before his 
latioiial offspring, pafled this unalter-« 
able decree : ^* That to th mind, de- 
voted to its perufal, the corrolive pafEons 
fhould be unknown. That it (hould have 
power to affuage the tunfiults of the foul; 
to fofterthe emotions of virtue; and to 
produce a fpecies of enjoyment, pecu- 
liarly its own !" — Such, O! Maandaara ! 
fuch are the advantages of Science ! ! 



According to appointment, I went, 
a few evenings ago, to Lady Ard.ent's 
rout. Doftor Severan had the goodncfs 
to accompany me ; a piece of conde- 
fcenfion, which, now that 1 know what 
fort bf a thing a rout is, I cannot but 
confider as a very.diftinguifhed compli- 
ment/ 

A rout 
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A rout is a Ipecies of penaocp^ p{ 
which the pious Yog^es of Hln^poftafi 
never coijceiyeci an idea; if thdc people 
were not the profefibrs of a ttligjp^ w^ich 
prohibijts the wprfliip pf the inferior 
deities, I ihould iay^ if was a facrificje to 
the Goddels of FafhtQajr a facrifice uot 
of the joint of a finger, or a toe, as we are 
Ixerc told it is the cuftpip to prefcnt to 
that Gpddefs in jfqpie ncwty difcovered 
countr^e5 ^, but of every faculty of the 
foul, that diftinguiflics the rational from 
the brute creation. Thefe remain during 
the cerenaony of the ro\it, in an ^bfolute 
ftateofittlpcDfi9n.yp\i,may imagine, my 
dear Maandaara, what a facrifice this 
muft bej— to people polTeffed of fo much 
wifdom, and who ^rc fo qminen?ly qua- 
lified ;for the pleafures of conyei^fation. 
^hat a facrifice ! to be deprived of the 

* It is fuppofed by the Tr*nflator, that the 
Rajah here allitdes to a cnftoxn ikifl to be praftifed 
la Otaheite. See Cook'si Voyages. 
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interchange of ideas, of every commu* 
nicadoo of fcnriment, and every advan- 
tage of underftanding, and to be doomed 
CO fit ftiffling in a crowded room, during 
die length of an evening, with no other 
employment, than that of turning over 
little bits of painted paper ! 

It is not furprifing, that in fuch cir- 

cumllances the countenances of thefc 

votaries of hthon, fhould fo frcqucndy 

be diftinguifhed by the infipid ftare of 

vacancy, or the lowering frown of dif- 

content. For my part, I could not help 

pitying them from my very foul ; I was 

particularly concerned for a group of 

young females, who were placed on a 

fopha in a comer of the room, and who, 

inftead of cards, held each in their hand 

a fmall fan, which they from time to 

time opened, and again fhut in a vcrj 

melancholy manner. As I contemplated 

their fituation with much compafiionj 

i wondering, 
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wondering, whether fUence had aftually 
been icnpofed upon them, as one of the 
duties of die ceremony, my feelings 
.were cfFeftually relieved by the entrance 
of three effeminate-looking youths, drcff- 
ed in the military habit, whofe pale faces 
and puny figures, rendered it a matter of 
doubt, to which fex they aflually be- 
longed, till one of them being faluted 
Lmrdy relieved me from the dilemma. 
Whether there was any thing exhilarating 
in the perfumes which thefe Saibs had 
plentifully beftowcd upon their perfons» 
I know not J but their appearance feem- 
ed to fpread a fudden ray of animation 
over the dejefted Bibbys, who in a mo- 
ment, began to fpeak to each other with 
wonderful loquacity; the fans were open- 
ed and fhut, with cncreafing celerity. 
The Chouries upon their heads, were 
with one confent put into motion, 
waving like the graceful plumage of the 
1 2 Auney, 
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Auncy •, wlicn it carries the m^agcs of 
Camdeo; arid their eyes*, which h^ 
• hitherto rolled with languid vacuity, from 
one head-drcli to another, now turned 
their glances towards that pirt of the 
room, where the lacly-like gentlemeil 
ftood. Two of thcfe heroes, with a 
degree of fortitude, to which many more 
gallant-looking men would have been 
unequal, turning their backs upon the 
fiiir creatures, who fb fweetfy Toliclted 
their attention -, fat down at a card-table, 
each placing himfelf oppofite to a wrin- 
kled Bibby, old enough to be his grand- 
mother. The young Lord, cither pof- 
fefling leis refolution than his companions, 
or, not confideririg this fort of penance 
neceffary for the good of his foul, join- 
ed himfelf to the fan-playing party of the 
young ladies. — D'ulhefs and melancholy, 

* A fabulous birid, frcqucntlj mentjoned fcy 
the Poets of India^ as the ambaf&dor of love* 

vanifhed 
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yanlflied at his approach ; every word he 

uttered, produced a fimper on die pretty 
feces of his fctnale audience j the fimper, 
at length, encreafed into a tittering laugh. 
Obferving that they caft their eyes to 
the ojppofite fide of the apartment, I 
judged it was fome objed placed there 
that (cxcitcd their rifibility^ following the 
diredlipn of their glances, I perceived a 
Lady witl> a remarkably pleafant coun- 
tenance, who had indeed no chourie upon 
her head, and who was in every particu-* 
lar lefs disfigured by drcfs, than any other 
perfon in the room. I was pondering in 
my own mind, how this modcft and un- 
afiuniing perfonage, could excite the rifi-> 
bility of the fair group, ' when a Lady 
who. had for fome time flood near them, 
apparently engaged in over-looking a 
card-table, turned round, and addreflcd 
them in the following manner : " When 
you, my Lord and Ladies, have fuf* 
jficjifntly amu^d yourfelvcs in ridiculing 
%3 the 
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the drefs of that excellent woman, I hope 
you will hext proceed^ to her charafler. 
You cannot do better, than compare 
it with your own. I do affure you, her 
drefs is not fo widely different from yeur's, 
as the furniture of either her head or 
heart. That very woman, with her flat 
cap and plain petticoat, has an under- 
ftanding of the firft quality; and a heart 
replete with every virtue. While (he 
has been cultivating the one, and exer- 
cifing the other in the nobleft manner ; 
be fo good as to afk yourfelves, how you " 
have been employed ? but, perhajJs, your 
obfervations, like thole of a monkey, can 
go no farther than the ornaments of the 
perfon? Then, poor things! who can 
blame you, for exercifing the higheft of 
intelleftual powers; and for aflertingyout- 
claim to rationality, though even hy the 
loweftand moft equivocal of its charac- 
teriftics?*'— You have beheld a flock of 
Paroquets balking themfelves in the rays 

of 
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of the fun, all exerting their little throats, 
and fqualling and chattering with all their 
might: when, lo!- a Cormorant, or 
other bird of prey has made its appear- 
ance, and in a moment, the clamorous 
voices of the little green-robed chatterers, 
has been huibed in file^ice-— becoming 
as mute as the vegetable tribe, under 
whofe friendly leaves they fought for 
Ihelter. 

Such was the effed produced upon the 
pretty group of Bibbys, by this unex- 
pefted harangue ; and, I confefs, I par- 
ticipated fo rnuch in their feelings, that 
I was not a little alarmed, when the orator 
turning with a look of ineffable contempt 
from her difmayed auditors, addreffed 
herfelf to me.— Nor did it greatly tend to 
relieve me, when I difcovered that it was 
MifsArdmty who thus did me the honour 
of introducing herfelf to my acquaint- 
ance. My friend, the Philofopher, h^i 
14 faid 



laid enough to frighten itic, at die idea 
of holding any communication with a 
learned Lady. I foufid hci*, howevier, not 
quite (b formidable as I had at firft ap^ 
prchcnded. She, indeed, foon found 
means not only to reconcile me to her 
company, but to render it (Jtiite charm- 
ing. She dircfted the cdnvcrfation to 
the delightful fubj^A of my dear native 
country! at her defire, I defcribcd to her 
the peculiar charms of the blooming 
iandfcape, whofe exhilaritrng beauties, 
gladden the hearts of the happy inhabi- 
tants of Almora. I painted to her ima- 
gination the ithmealbrable foreft, whofc 
trees have their Iky-touching heads over- 
shadowed by the venerable mountains of 
Cummow: I talked of the thundering 
torrents which are dalhed from the fhi- 
pendous' rbcks^ ahd Which, delighted at 
their efcape from the frozen l^rth, 
^iin to hide theWfelves in the bofom of 
Ganga. I told her of the names which 

they 
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diey affumed upon their rout, expatiated 

en the charming banks which adorned 

ifhc courfe of the rapid Gumtry, and 

oTilte playful meandcrings of the Gurra. ] 

I had likewifc the honour of explaining 

to her, the prefent political ftatc of the 

country ; it is a fubjeft upon which, fince 

I have been in England, I have feldom 

had any opportunity, and ftill fcklomer 

ariy fatisfaftion in converfing. In all 

that relates to our country, I have indeed 

found thefe weftern lovers of fciencc, 

moft deplorably ignorant* You may 

believe it impreffcd me with a very high 

idea of the fupericr powers of Mifi Ar- 

dent^s mind, when I found, that fhe had 

paid particular attention to every thing 

connefled with the hiftory or literaturq 

of India. But even Mifs Ardent has her 

prejudices, and I did not find it a very 

ealy matter to convbce her, that the 

Mahhabarct was fupcrior to the Iliad of 

Homer : or that Calidas was a dramatic 

Poet 



Poet equal in ezcelJence to Shakfpeare, 
You will ftnilc at her prejudices; but 
confider, my dear friend, what you would 
think of the arrogance of any foreigner, 
who {hould have the prcfumption toput 
the works of his countrymen in competi- 
tion with thoie divine Bards, and you will 
Jearn to make allowances for this Lady. 
She was furprifed to hear that I had not 
yet been to fee the reprefentation of an 
Englifh Natac, here called a play, and in- 
vited me to be of her party, to fee the 
performance of one the following even- 
ing. I was charmed with the invitation ; 
ami did not fail in my attendance on 
the letter-loving Bibby, at the time ap- 
pointed- 

The building appropriated to this 
amufement, belongs to the King, and is 
called his Theatre; and to it he fends 
])is fervants for the diverfion of the pub- 
lic. They are not, however, paid by 
their Mafter, but, like all the fervants 

of 



of the Englilh nobility/ are paid hy 
the vijitors. Nor are they fo modcft 
as fome that I have leen, at the xoyal 
palaces and gardens, who never afked for 
their wages, until they had gratified my 
curiofity i but thefe, ftipuiated for a cer- 
tain fum, and demanded it before they 
permitted me to enter. 

My expeftations in reipeft to the 
magnificence of the building, and the 
fplendor of its decorations, were fome- 
what difappointed : but upon the whole 
it is very well contrived, for feeing and 
hearing the performers.^-In front of the 
ftage, is an aifle larger than that in the 
church, in which, the people are, how- 
ever, treated with more relpeft, being 
all accomrnodated with feats : and I could 
perceive, that here their marked approba- 
tion of any paflage, excited fome degree 
of attention in the great people, who (at 
in the little pews above them: and al- 
though 
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though among tHele great people^ fome 
appeared to regard the Natac, as little as 
the fermon^ talking and vhifpering, al-. 
moll as much at the theatre^ as they had 
done in church j yet the performance was 
here, in general, much better attended to 
by all who had the enjoyment of their 
fenlcs. — ^You will think this a ftrange ex- 
ception—but you muftknow, that a part 
of the royal theatre, is peculiarly appro- 
priated to the reception of a jQ^ecies 
of lunatics, called Bucks, who are in- 
deed, vcfy npify and troublefome j but 
who are treated with an amazing degree of 
lenity ^nd forbearance, by the bencvpjent 
people, who beftow upon them the pity 
thfit is, due f» their. unhappy fitiiatio% 

Great part of the entertainment fcemr 
fd, iiadeed, calculated for their amufe- 
inent, as it is- well known that the eye 
fan.Jbe grattified by the difjplay of ga^udy 
CQlpurs, even where the mind is deilitute 
4 9f 



of the gifcofreafon. This rcfpeft to FoUjr, 
was, however, in my opinion, carried too 
far; and though I (hould have been weH 
pleafed t6 have feen the grown xAildren 
amufed, by the exhibirion of a few fhowy 
pi(5turts and other mummery, I could 
not approve of turning the infirmities of 
eld age into ridicule, for their amufemertt. 
I had foolilhly thought diat all Eng- 
Iffti plays Were like 'the plays of Shak* 
Ipeare; but, alas! I begin to apprehend, 
that they are not all quite fo good! in- 
ftead of thofe portraits of the paffions, 
which Nature Ipontaneoufly acknow- 
kdges for her own, I only fee exagge- 
rated reprefcntations of tranfient and in- 
cidental folly. Whether it be owing t6 
the peculiar tafte of the exalted Omrah, 
Xvhofe office it is to examine the merits 
of the Natacs that ane performed by his 
Majefty's fervants, or to the limited ge- 
nius 6f modern Poets, I know not, but 
it appears evident, that all dramatic 

writers 
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writers in this country, are now confined 
to one plot: A foolilb old man devoted 
to avarice, has a daughter that is petulant 
and difbbedient, or a Ton of the ianie 
charadler ; perhaps, two or three of thefe 
old men, differing from each other in 
the fi2e and Ihape of the covering of the 
head, called Wigs, are brought into the 
fame piece, together with an old unmar- 
ried lifter, who always believes herfelf to 
be young and handfome. After the 
young people have for fome time excr- 
cifed their ingenuity in deceiving the 
vigilance of the old ones, and have* fuc- 
cefsfully expofed to public ridicule, the 
bodily infirniities and mental failings 
of their feveral parents, they are paired 
for marriage, and thus the piece con- 
cludes. This compofition is called a 
Sentimental Comedyy and is fucceeded by 
what is termed a I'arce. In the Farce, 
his Majefty's fervants make faces, and 
perform many droll tricks for the diver- 
2 flon 



- C 1^7 ] 

lion of* the audience, who fcem particu- 
larly pleafcd with their exertions in this 
ipvay, which they applaud with repeated 
peals of laughter.— And, furely, it muft 
be highly gratifying to the imperial 
mind, to lee the people pleafcd at {o 
cheap a rate. 

The firft time I went to the theatre, 
was, as I have already informed you, in 
- company with MifsArdent,who was much 
difappointed, that the illnefs of the royal 
fervants fhould have prevented the repre- 
fcnta/ion of anewpiece,writtenby anEng- 
lifh officer in the fervice of the Eaft India 
Company, which, in the opinion of this 
Lady, is a piece of much intrinfic merit. 
It is taken from the hiftory of Zingis, 
and adorned with the terror-flriking fpirit 
of Zamonca, which blazes throughout the 
whole of the performance ; to me, I muft 
confefs, the prefentation of fuch a piece 
would have been more charming, than 

cither 



either the leflbn of morality, given lU 
the icntimentgl comedy, or the fooleries 
of the &rce; but I was informed by 
Mils Aident, that I muft be cautious 
how I give utterance to fuch an opinion, 
as nothing is now deemed fo b$irjbarolis 
as the energy of good fenfe. — *^ If your 
highnefs would have the people of this 
country," continued fhe, " entertain a 
good idea of your tafte, you muft ^ve 
all your admiration to hoUow, butrhigh- 
fGundingfentiment. Sentiment, and fing- 
•fong, arc the fafluon of the day. That jit 
isib, we are much indebted to the cafe 
.and talents of our modern Sards, who by 
.fuch compofitions as the prefent, fpoil 
and contaminate the national taftc;" 
*' Pardon me/' cried a gcnileman, who 
ftood by, " but in my opinion, thejftage 
does not fo much :fcrm,:afi'rs^<ft0 |he,na- 
tional taftc. | Poetry has always reached 
her maturity, while her votaries were in 
a fcmi-barbarous ftate: with the pro- 

grel* 
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grcls of civilization, flie has gradually de- 
clined /and rf we take the rapidity of her 
decay in this country as the criterion of 
our rc$nement, we may proudly pro- 
nounce ourfelves one of the moft poli/hed 
nations of the earth !"— Mifs Ardent's 
carriage being announced, put an end to. 
the converfatidn ; but before fhe ftept 
into it, Ihe invited me to dine with her 
on the following day. "What!" you 
will fay, " a fingle, unproteded woman, 
invite you to her houfe ? — Shameful vio- 
lation of decorum T' — But confider, my 
friend — cuftom, that mighty icgiflitor, 
who iflues the laws of propriety to the 
different nations of the earth, maketh that 
appear amiable and proper in the' cyc$ 
of the people of one country, which in 
thofe of another, is criminal and abfurd : 
and fo eafily doth cuftom reconcile us 
to her capricious decrees, that I received 
the invitation, and went to the houfe of 
Mifs Ardent, with as litde perturbation 
vpL. ir. K as 
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as if fhc had been a gendeman in petti- 
coats. 

She received me in an apartment de- 
voted to literature and contemplation, 
from which it takes the name of fiudy; 
the walls of the room were lined with 
books, all (hiningincoatsof glofly leather, 
richly ornamented with leaf of gold. 
That pains which in Afia is beftowed 
in decorating the illuminated page, being 
in England, all given to the outfide co- 
vering, which, it mufl be confeffed, gives 
to the ftudy a very fplendid appearance* 

Two gentleman had arrived before 
me, and were already engaged in conver- 
fation. — Thefe, as Mifs Ardent informed 
me in a whifper, were great Critics. 
The v/ord was new to me, -and I did not 
choofe to aUk for an explanation, but fee- 
ing a huge book upon the table, which I 
knew to be an explainer of hard words, 

I had 
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I had immediate recourfe to it, and found 
a Critic to be ^' a manjkilled in the art of 
judging of literature r What^ information 
might I not expeft to receive from fuch 
infallable judges, who, as the fubfcquent 
defcription informed me, muft be quali- 
fied ** nicely to difcriminatey and ably to 
judge y the beauties and faults of writ- 
ings.'' — ^The name of a great author, 
wlioie works I had read with (atisfa<5lion 
and deh'ght, met my ear, and the fire of 
expeSation was inftantly kindled in my 
bofom. Confcious that I ccnild only 
Ikim the furface of that ocean of wifdom, 
contained in the work of this great mo- 
ralift, I now hoped to fee fuch hidden 
gems produced to view, as had efcaped 
my feeble fearch; but, judge f)f my 
rnortification, at being informed only of ^ 
the fize of liis wig !— Both the critics 
produced a thoufand little inftances of the 
oddities of his manner, the peculiarity 
of his drefs, and 'the irritability of his 
K 2 temper. 
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tcmpcn But as to the excelknce of 
his prccq)ts, the ftrength of his argu- 
ments, or the fublimity of his fendments— 
the critics (aid not a word ! 

The name of this author led to that 
of another — a Poet to whofe vcrfcs 
Mifi Afxient gave the epithet of charm-- 
atg. Her learned gucfts, diough, in ge^ 
neral, ob/equioufly fubmiflive to her 
opinion, did not, in this inftance, ieem to 
coincide with her. — But, inftead of point- 
ing out the defeds of his compofidon, 
they only mendoned die badnefs of his 
laftc, of which they gave an irrefra- 
gable proo^ in his preferring a roafted 
patatoe to achefhut !«—Miis Ardent, who 
did not ieem pleafed at having the tafte 
of her fevouritc poet called in queftion, 
abrupdy turned the converfation, and 
addrefling herfclf to me, told me, flic 
fliould ibon have the pleafure of intro- 
ducing me to fbmc gendemen of dif- 

dnguiihed 



C :m ] 

tinguifhed talents and acknowledged 
merit, whofe names I had probably 
heard. — She then mentioned three of 
the moft. celebrated writers of the pre- 
fent day, every one of whofe works I 
had had the advantage of reading with 
Delomond, in the courfe of our voyage. 
While fhe yet fpoke, the Chubdar re- 
-echoed the names of thefe celebrated 
men ; they entered, and paid the tribute 
of rtfpeS: to this patroneis oi^fciencc, 
who, when fhe was feated among them, 
appeared in my eyes, like the Goddefs 
Scrrefwatti, furroundcd by the gems of 
the court of Vicramaditya.- 

Think, Maandaara ! think,what I muft 
have felt, at the fight of four live authors ! 
You may well believe, that I could not 
find myfelf in the immediate prefencc of 
fo many learned perfonages, without ex- 
periencing a confiderable degree of agita- 
tion* I remained immerfed in filent 
Kj - awe. 
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awe and brcathlefs expeftation. Surely, 
faid I to myfelf, the convcrfation of men 
who arc capable of writing books, muft 
be. very different from that of common 
mortals ! 

One of them opened his mouth — I 
liftened with avidity — and heard — that 
the morning had been remarkably rainy^ 
— How beautiful is this condefcenfion, 
faid I again to myiclf, in one fo wife!-— 
The Chubdar again entered, it wa^ to 
announce that the dinner was upon the 
table. I followed Mifs Ardent and her 
learned guefts into the apartment deftined 
for this repaft, where, according to the 
barbarous cuftom of the^ country, they 
fat down to eat at one table, and con- 
fined their converfation while they re- 
mained at it, to eulogiums on the good 
things fet before them, of which, in com-p 
pliment (no doubt) to the .miftrefs of 
the feaft, they devoured a goodly quan- 

tityt 
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tity. While they were thus employed, 
I retired to a fopha at the other end of 
the room, where I contemplated ; with 
aftonifhment, how much men of genius 
could eat. At length, the iong-pro- 
trafted fcaft was finilhed, the mangled 
remains of the bipeds and the quadrupeds, 
the fifties of the fea, the vegetables of 
the earth, and the golden fnrits of the 
garden, were carried off by the domeftics ; 
a variety of wines iiipplied th^ir places 
upon the table — the liquid ruby flowed, 
and thefe difciples of the poet of Shiraz 
feemed to unite with him in regard- 
to the fovereign efficsicy of the Iparkling 

contents * of the goblet 

So 

* The allufion is taken from one of the odes of 
Hafir, which, as it doe« not appear among thoft. 
idefted by Mr.Nott, for his very elegant Tranlla- 
don, we think the following litbrax. one, may 
not prove iinacceptable: 

I. The feafon of fpring-ii arrived, let the fpark- 
ling goblet go roand ! 

s 4 « %• Seize 
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So much has been faid and lung on 
the infpiring powers of wine, that I 
anxioufly watched ks eflfeAs on the$! 
men of learning. — But, unfortunately 
for wit and me, no fooner were the 
bottles fet upon the table, than the fubjed 
pf politics was introduced: a fubjeft 

2* Seize, O ye youths, xht fleeting hoar, and en- 
joy the excttic delight of the company of the 
^Mvn-eyed daughters of love. 

3. Boy ! fill out the wine^ and let the liquid ruby 
flow, for it is it alone that poureth the oil of 
'gladneft intone hearts of the unfortunate, and 
is the healing bahn of the wounds of the affli^ed, 

^. Leave the corroding thorns of worldly cares, and 
the anxiety of ambition, to immortalize the 
names of Cyrus and Alexander. 

c. Let me indulge in my fiivourite wine, and fee 
which of us Audi fooneft obtain the objed of 
his deiires. 

6. t^t mine ear liflen to the melody of the lute and 

the cymbal, and mine eyes be charmed with 
the fair daughters of Circaflia. 

7. Go, O my foul, and give thyfelf to joy, for it ia 

needlefs to anticipate to-day the forrows of to- 
morrow. 

which 
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which to me, is ever dull and barren of 
delight. To Mifs Ardent, it appeared 
otherwife ; ' fhe entered with warmth and 
energy into the difcuffion, and ipoke of 
minifters ^d their meafures, of the 
management of wars, and the interefts 
of nations, in fuch a decifive manner, as 
proved her qualified to become die Vizir 
of an Empire, 

Not feeing the converiation likely to 
take a turn to any other fubjeft, and con- 
sidering that the prcfence of a ftranger 
- -itiight' throw fome reftraint on the dif- 
cuffion of afiairs of;ftate, I took my 
leave f and muft confefs, that I re- 
turned from this banquet of reafon, not 
altogether fausfied with my entertain- 
ment. 

As after having loft a game at Chefs, 
it is my cuftom to ponder on the paft 
moves, until i find out thefalfe ftep that 

led 
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led to my defeat^ fo do I ruminate on the 
difappointment of expcdtcd felicity, till I 
make adifcovcryof the fourcc from which 
it has flowed. In doing fo, I aoi almofl: 
always certain of feeing it traced to the 
fallacy of ill-grounded cxpeftation. Wh^, 
faid I, (hould- 1 have expeftcd more from 
an author, than from any other man of 
/enfe ? When a man has given hit thoughts 
a form upon paper, and fubmittcd them 
in that fliapc to the perulal of the worJd, 
is he from thenceforth to be obliged to 
fpeak in lab'ourcd fcntences, and to ut- 
ter only the aphorifms of wifdom ? Car- 
lying my rcafonings upon this lubjeft a 
little farther, I was almofl tempted to 
conclude, that the manners of even a fe- 
male author, might not differ much from 
that of other women ! — but this, you will 
think, was canying the matter rather 
too far. 



The 
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The amiable, the engaging Delo- 

mond, has this morning left us. His 

departure is like a dark cloud, which in 

early fpring deforms the face of nature, 

and checks the gaiety of the feafon with 

the fudden chill of a wintery ftdrm. It 

has particularly afFefted me, as it has ac 

once fhut the profpeft of profperity, 

which, as I ha,d flattered [myfclf^ was faft 

opening on my friend, and deprived me 

of the funftiine of his prefence. But, 

perhaps, my difappointment with regard 

to the fucccfs of Delomond, is more in 

propor,tion to the eagcrnefs of my wifhes, 

than to the folidity of my hope. The 

mind, which, like the delicate leaves of 

the Mimora, fhrinks from every touch, 

is ill calculated to folicit the afliftance of 

the powerful, or gain the favour of the 

great. The very looks of the pofpe- 

rous, It conftrucs into arrogance ; and is 

equally wounded by the civility which 

appears 



appears to condefccnd, and by the in- 
folcncc which wears -the form of con- 
tempt. 

From all thcfe multiplied mortifications, 
Ibmc, perhaps, real, and fomc only ima- 
ginary, has Delomond haftily retired; and 
rclinquilhing the purfuit of fortune, ^d 
the pleafures of focicty, devotes hij fu- 
ture life to the indolent repofe of ob- 
fcurity. But, alas ! how fliall he, who 
was difcomfited by the firft thorny 
branch which hung acrofs the path of 
fortune, ftruggle through the fliarp briers 
of adverfjty ?— Can a mind, formed fiw 
the happinefs of domeftic life, endowed 
with fuch exquifite rclifh for the refined 
enjoyment of tafte and fendment, find 
comfort in a joylefs ftate of folitude ; or, 
what is worfc than folitude, the company 
.of the rude and ignorant ? — Ah ! my 
. amiable friend, thou wilt find, when it 
is too late, that the road to happinefs 

is 



is not to be entered by the gate of fafli- 
dious refinement. 



The firft care that occupied my mmd, 
after my arrival in London, was, to pro- 
cure a fafe conveyance for the prefeitt* 
which I had intended to lay at the fedt 
of the fifter of Percy, 

I have juft received an anfwex to thcleJt- 
ter that accompanied them. — It isfuchas 
I Ihoidd have expefted from her -wh® 
was worthy the eftcem of fuch a brother* 
But, alas ! it is written wicfi the pen of 
^forrow, and blotted by the tears of afflic- 
tion. The amiable old man, who fup- 
plied to her the place of a father, -whu^ 
loved her with fuch tendernel^, and was 
beloved by her, with fuch a degree off 
2 filiaa 
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filial affcdion, is gone to the dark man- 
fions of death. She has left the happy 
abode of her infancy, and her dwelling 
is now among ftrangers. — ^This (he par- 
ticularly deplores, on account of depriv- 
ing her of the power of Ihewing the fenfc 
fhe entertains of my friendftiip to her 
brother, in any other way than by words 
alone. Her expreffions of gratitude 
have the energetic eloquence of genuine 
fcnfibility ; they are greatly beyond what' 
I have merited j but, whe/i I confider the 
tender reflcftions that excited them — 
my heart melts into fympathy.' 

Alas ! it is eafy to perceive,, that this 
amiable young woman is not to be num- 
bered with the happy. Perhaps," her 
prefent fituation is peculiarly unfortu- 
nate. Perhaps, (he lias there been def- 
tined to experience the cold reception, 
the unfeeling negleft, of fome little, nar- 
row, felfilh mind, to whofe attentions 

Ihc 



fhe had been' particularly recommended 
by her departed relatives. Perhaps, 
fome friend of her brother* — But, no ; 
the reaKncnds of Percy, were like him- 
felf, noble, generous, and good. Far from 
being capable of diihonouring the me- 
mory of their friend, by neglefting to 
perform the rites of hofpitality to his 
filler, they have taken an intercft in her 
feelings, and by a£ts of kindnefs and at- 
tention, have endeavoured to promote 
her happinefs. And furely, for no aft 
of kindnefs can the Cfter of Percy, be 
ungrateful to the friends of her brother ! 

The lofs of Delomond, and the me- 
lancholy letter of Mils Pertpy, dwelt 
upon my fpirits, and funk them to a 
ftate of unufual deprcflion. I Ipent the 
night in fadnefs, and early in the morn- 
ing, went in fearch of my friend, the phi- 
lolbpher, whofe converfation is to me, as 
the rod of Krilhna, which no fooncr 
I touched 
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touched the eyes of Arjoon,* than he (aw 
the figure of truth, as it appears unto the 
Gods themfclvcs. This amiable friend^ 
had of late been fo much engrofled by 
his fcientific purfuits, that I had enjoyed 
little of his company* He received me 
with an air of unufual vivacity. ** When 
I laft law you," faid he, " I am afraid I 
muft have appeared ftrangcly inattentive ; 
but, in truth, my mind was at that time 
very much embarraflcd, and almoftfolely 
occupied on a lubjeft, which I did not 
then choofe to fpeak of, but which I fhall 
now fully explain. You muft know, that 
1 had lately entered on a courlc of experi- 
ments, more interetting than afiy in 
which I have ever yet engaged, and from 
which, I had no doubt, a moft import- 
ant difcovcry would refult. I found it, 
however, altogether impofiible to go on 
without the afliftance of an additional 
apparatus, die price of which was far 
more than I could afford. It was fifty 

pounds ? 
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pounds? Little lefs than dqnarteFof a 
year's rent of my ^ole cftate t What 
Was I to do ^ befpeak it of the ardzan^ 
without having the money ready to pay' 
for it ? This would be nothing left dian 
an aft of wilful diflioneftyj( fordilhonefty, 
cither to onefelf or others, running in 
debt always is. { 

Could I hope to fave it by retrenching 
any of my ordinary expences ? I calcu- 
lated every. thing, even to living on 
bread and water, but found it impoffible. 
I had, then, nothing for it, but to reUn- 
quifli my plan entirely, and fince I could 
not carry it on myfel^ to communicate 
my ideas upon thetubjea to fbme more 
opulent philofopher, by whofe rneans the 
benefitofthedifcoveryipightbe ft ill given 
to the world. "Ah! my friend," inter- 
rupted I, ^* I now fee that yoti have no 
regard for'me, or you would have given 
me the enviable pleafure, the delight of 

VOL. II. L being 
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being able to fay to myfelf, that I too, 
ignorant as I am, I too have contributed 
my feeble aid to the advancement of 
Science, and the benefit of Society." 
'*You arc very good," returned the 
Doftor, " and, I have no doubt of your 
generofity. But, as the aftion of heat 
evaporates fluids, I fo does the borrowing 
of money, in my opinion, deftroy the in- 
dependence of the Ibui:) that independ- 
ence, which gives life and energy to 
virtue, without which, it becomes inca- 
pable of being exerted to any truly ufe- 
fulpurpofe. No; what I cannot effefl 
by the means which Divine Providence 
has put into my power, I think is not 
intended by Providence that I fhould 
cfFca at all." 

'' I was therefore qjuiedy employing 
myfelf in unfixing that ^eat retort; when 
this morning, a letter, was brought me 
from my agent in the country, informing 

me 
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me of fais having obtained for mc, from » 
neighbouring 'Squire, the fum of fifty 
pounds I for dams^es done me, by taking, 
through miftake, a piece of my ground 
into One of his inclofures. .Which fum, 
he inclofed to me in a letter. Thus, 
you fee, thy dilemma is quite at an end. 
I fliall now go on with fpirit; and as I 
need lofc no more time, I am jiift going 
into the city, to give the nece£&ry direc- 
tions to the work-people ; who, if they 
a^e any way diligent, may have the whole 
apparatus completely finilhcd in a week.** 
As he fpoke, I contemplated with de- 
light, the glow of pleafure which ani- 
mated his finely expreflive countenance ; 
a pleafure fo different from the ipark- 
ling extacy of paffion, that merely to 
have beheld it, would have becnfufficient 
to convince the moil devoted fenitialid: 
of the fuperiority of mind, over every 
enjoyment of mere fcnfc. 

^ 2 Having 
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Hi¥ilig accepted myotkx of atteodf- 
log hiai, we were juft about to depart 
when, prevented by the entrance of a 
LadjT} wbofe air and manner had in them 
Ibinewbat <b intcrefting» that the uniea- 
iboaUener^ of the interruption waa fooa 
forgotten. Grief and anxiety were point- 
ed on her countenance. Every feature 
was bUx>iiring with ili-iupprefled enao- 
tbnj and when Ihe attempted to Q^eak^ 
(be tremor of bfr voice prevented her 
words fiom being diflindly heard^ I, 
kowever, foon gathered fiom her broken 
fentencesj and the fymp^edc re^^es of 
the philofopher. That flie was the wife of 
an old fchooUfellow» one of his early and 
efteemed friends — ^That ihe had beenbom 
to affluence, but^ forfeited the £ivour of 
her &niily by her marriage i her huA>and 
having virtue andtalentSj but no fortune* 
His talents^ however, had been turned te 
good account; he^ had employed himfetf 
in drawing plans of the efUtes of die 
!2 affluent> 
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Affluent, which his tafte taught him to 
cmbelfifli in fuch a manner, as gratified 
the vanity of his employers, by the ad- 
miration it excited. He was contented 
with the profit^ while they enjoyed the 
praife, 

*'We were doing charmingly,** did 
the Lady, " and had the profpeft of foon 
getting above the world, and payings 
off all the little debts, which at our firfl: 
fetting out in life, neceflity had compelled 
us to contraft. When, in the beginning 
of laft Sumnier, my hufband was fcized 
with a fever, which laffed feven weeks; 
and left him fo weak, that many more 
^lapfed, before he was able to go abroad* 
During that time, he loft feme of his 
moft advantageous ficuations i gentlemen 
who had employed him, having in the 
time of his illhefs, contraftcd with others. 
Winter came on, and no funds were pro* 
vided againft its wants; my hufhznd, 
L 3 whofc 



whofc tendcmcfi and affeftion for his 
family, fccmcd to be cpxreafed by the 
difEculty he found in procurmg thcif 
fopport, had ^ genius fruitful in refources^ 
Jn thoft nnonths, when the feafon i^ecef: 
family put a flop to his employments, he 
wrote for the printer of ^ periodical 
publicatbn, in which '^york, |ie taught 
me to afllft him j and thus by oyr qnite4 
endeavours, we contrived ftill to keep 
pp a decent appearances and to maintain 
with frugality our fopr little ones, whofe 
innocent endf^arments repaid ^11 our 
trouble, and made us when we fat down 
to our litde meal, forget the labour by 
which it had been earned. Ah! my 
poor babes ! it is your fufferings, that^ 
more than |iis own^ now wrings your 
father's heart !" 

" But where is now my friend ^ inter* 
ruptcd Severan. ** Is he well ? What caa 
ido to fcrvc him ? Where can I fee him ?" 

"Alas! 
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'^ Alas ! he is in prifon !" returned the 
Lady. ^^ He is in a loathfome, difinal 
prifon I^--deprived of light, of liberty, of 
every comfort, and enjoyment; and his 
dear children, his pretty darlings, of whom 
he ufed to be fo fond,, they too muft go> 
muft be nuried in the abode of mifery^ 
and made familiar with every fpecies of 
wretchednefs !"^-Herc tears came to her 
relief, and for fome time choked her 
utt^ranc^, 

At lengdi, recovering herfelf, and a(-- 
filming an air of dejefted compofore, ' 
*^ I beg your pardon,'^ continued flie, 
(obierving the marks of ienfibility, that 
Qverfpread the benignant countenance of 
our friepd) ^^ I did not mean to diftrefi . 
you, but it is fo few that can feel for one's 
affli£kion !— ^nd the voice of fympathy 
is fo grat^fol to the wounded heart — that 
I could not deny myfelf the confplation 
of ipeaking to you. But things may yet 
1.4 go 
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go betcer.<~M7 huflxuid has enough 
ing to him, to enable him to pay crcry 
one. But the misfortune is, that his 
debtors arc all people of fortune, wlroiie 
favour would be for ever loft, by an un- 
ticnely application for mouiy; and fhouid 
t^he iiews of his having been imprifoi»d 
for debt, once get abroad, he is ruined 
for ever 1 No perfon of &Ihioa will ever 
employ him more I" 

'* I cannot think &,•' faid the Doftor, 
vi^ihkwomedmitdne&s ^^we&cdmly 
ipftances oC the high favour that is fhewii 
^ peo|4e of rwncd circumftances i many . 
qf whom I hiiyc. khown> even when 
^ordileis aad depraved, to meet with atr 
tmuon aad fupppd^ from people, of ele« 
yated rank and feibion?^' 

. /^ Ah ! Sitr rcpMcd the Lady, « thcf<? 
19$re people, who had fquandered their 
fortuocam liauryand-diffipadon; fuch^ 

indeed^ 
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indeed, feldom fail to meet with patrons 
and benefeftors ; but, it is ht odierwift 
. with the poor man, who has been drug* 
gUng with adverfity, and employing his 
efforts, for the maintenance of a virtuous 
wife and family : when he faik, he is con- 
jyercd as an objcft unwonby of notice j 
kis fituation, creates na intereft. His 
wretchednefs, excites na commiferation." 
•— "Byt your own femily, my dear Madam 
— they have it in their power to extdcate 
you from every difficulty ; wiU you permit 
inc to apply to them in your behalf T* 

«Ates! Sir," I fear it would be in 
vain, *' they are too fond of money, to 
g^ve it to thofe who have none. Youknow 
how I offended them by my marriages 
yet, had my hulband fucceeded in the 
world, aiid made a fortune, mine would 
piOt have been withbeM from him* It 
would have been given, if we had noi;. 
tffttited it i but, now that we arc reduced 

to 
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to poverty, I have no hopes of afliftance, 
from any of my friends. Yet would I 
thank you, for making trial of an applica- 
tion to them> if they were in town—-* 
but they are not. They are all at 
York, except one Aunt, who is, indeed, 
ycry rich ; fte is alfo very religious and 
very charitable, but makes it a rule, 
never to give affiftance to any, who arc 
not of her own fcdL'* 

f* Then,** cried Scveran, with unufual 
warmth, ** whatever are her profeOiomj 
ihe is a ftranger to the religion of Jefiis 
Chrift I But, you have not told me die 
ampunt of the debt,' for which youF 
Imfband is confined -, is it not confide- 
rablc r 

*« Alas ! yes," returned the Lady. «* It 
is more than forty pounds, and, what 
with the bailifl's and the jailor's fees, 

wiU 
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vWlIi I dsfe %^ ^nfe to litde le(s tha^ 
fifty!" 

- *^ Fifty pounds !'* repeated the philo? 
Ibpher. ^^ And fifty pox^nds would releafe 
youf hufband from a jajL Fifty pounds 
-would reftore a father to bis inf^int fa- 
niily, and make the heart of a virtuou? 
woman rejoice.' It is the nobleftof all 
experiments! — And detcfted be the 
puriuit, that would ftand in the way of 
the happineft of a fellow-creature. 
My good Madam," continued he, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the Lady, who looke4 
ailoniibed at the incoherence of his ex^ 
prcffipns, ^ you muft know, that I thi$ 
inorning made a miftake; I thought tjhat 
Providence had fent me fifty pounds, tQ 
enable me to purfue a philoibphic^I dif- 
covery, on which I had vainly fet my 
heart ; but I now find, it was for a nobler 
purpofe; it was to contribute to the 
bappincls of an unfortunate fiimily i here 
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conGder mc only as the agent, and keep 
your thanks for him who feat it/* 

The various emotions of aftonifhment, 
doubt, gratitude, and joy, which took 
pofleflion of the poor Lady's bofom, 
ftruggled for utterance, and at Icngtfi. 
found vent in tears. 

The efleft upon my feelings, was too 
powerful to be fupportcd. I left the 
room, and when I returned, found my 
friend advifing with the Lady, on the 
fteps ncceflary to be taken for her huf* 
band's releafe. I had from the com- 
mencement of our acquaintance, regard- 
ed the philofophcr as the firft of human 
beings* I now looked up to him as 
ft>melhing more. To help a fellow- 
Urcature in diftrcfs, is the inftinftivc im- 
pulfe of benevolence ; but to facrifice for 
the good ©f others, the darling purfuit 

of 
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td<mc^$M^i to give op Oft that t^unc 
the'f*vouri«c, the chcriflicd objeft of one's 
' mind ! this belongs oniy to the philofo- 
phyof Jefus. It was now^ that I un- 
deiftood what cutting off the right hand, 
and i^ucktog out the right eye^ truly 
meant. But ah ! my friend, if this is 
really the religion of Chrift, how fiilfely 
are people often called Chriflians ! 

On the arrival of the man of the laW, 
whom the Doflor had fentfor to con« 
du€t the bufinefs, we all fet out with the 
Lady, for the^ place of her hufband's 
confinement. 

When wje arrived at the great, gloomy 
manfion. Doctor Severan, thinking it 
indelicate to go immediately into the pre- 
fence of his friend, fent his lawyer with 
the lady, to inform her hufband of his 
liberation, and in the mean time, indulged 
my curiofity with a fight of the prifon. 

You 
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Tou have iccn the dm^oAs m whkh 
dieMuffuImans confine their malefo^ofs^ 
and in which their prifoners of war are 
often doomed to lufier the lingering tor- 
ture of delpsur; to inhale the noxious 
Tapours of peftilence, and to pine in all 
the miferies of difeafe and &minc. But 
after what I have (aid of Chriitian cha- 
nty, you will, no doubt, think it impof- 
fible that in a Chrlftian country, fimilar 
places fhould be found* This, ifideed^ at 
firft fight, appears very inexplicable ; but 
it only fcrvcs to confirm me in the trutfe 
of my former conjeftufe, reipedingii new 
revelation^ a fupplcmcntary code of Chrif- 
tianlaws and Chriftian precepts, which, 
in many rcfpefts, muft very cflcntially 
difler from the old one. 

In this new goipel, I have every reafon 
to believe, from all that I have obferved 
fince my abode in England, that poverty 
is confidcred as one of 4th^ moft heinous of 

crimesi 
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crimes. It is accbrdingly by the Cbrifiians 
ef the 7iea> Jyfiemy not only ftigmadfed 
with a degree of infamy, but by their very 
laws, and under the immediate inipe£lioa 
of their &ge magiftrates, it ispunifhed 
in the moft exemplary manner. The 
abhorence in which this crime is held by 
thoie Chriftian legillators, is, indeed, evi- 
dent throughout the tenor of their laws. 

Can a perfon contrive by villainy, to 
poffels himfelf of the eftate of another, 
provided it can be clearly proved, that 
powrty had no (hare in inftigacing him to 
the offence, the law is fadsfied witli 
fimple reftitution. But, fhould a pocar 
ftarving wretch, put forth his audacious 
hand to fatisfy the calls of hunger, or ftill 
the clamorous demands of an in&nt &• 
iiiily, he is condemned to death, or 
doomed toeverlafting wretchcdnefs. You 
who arc prejudiced in favour of the 
mild ordinances of our revered Pundits^ 

will. 
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«ill, peiiitps, think it iinjiil:, tkat to the 
tniferabk mortal Who ftcals the value of 
twenty rupees, and to him who boldly 
▼cntures on plundering the wealth of a 
^unily, adding murder to the crime <^ 
robbery, the fame puniihment ihould be 
allotted } but, you will admire the prin* 
ciple i^on which the laws of thde new 
Chriftians in this ca& proceeds. It throws 
the crime of poverty into the fcale, which 
ioftantly fettles the balance. 

Even when poverty conftitutes the 
ible ofience, nothing is more equitable 
than the punifhments which proceed in 
regular gradation, and corrcfpond in ex- 
aft proportion to the degree in which the 
crime cxifts. For inftance, within the 
maf!y walls of this prifon, whole iron 
gates open to receive the reeking mur- 
derer, the midnight thief, and all thofc 
miferable ow calls of Ibcicty, who, loft to 
every principle of Ihame, cveiy feefing 

of 
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of humanity, have funk into all the bru- 
tality of vice ; thofe guilty of the crime 
of poverty, are likcwifc immerfed. But 
think not that they are all equally wretch- 
ed. No ; thofe who can afford to de- 
fraud their creditors, are fuffered by 
thefc wife legiflators, to live in a degree 
of luxury. Thofe who can fave enough 
from the wreck of fornfier times, to pay 
for their accommodation, may flill enjoy 
fome comparative degree of coitifbrt. 
But, it is thofe wretches who have lofl 
their ^//, and are alike deftitute of friends 
and fortune — it is they who are doomed 
to fufFer the bitternefs of confinement, in 
all its horrors. 

It is true, that fome who follow the 
old fyftem of Chriflianity, as it was 
taught by Jefus Chrift and his ApofUes, 
by whom poverty is not confidered as 
fo unpardonable a crime, have exerted 
their endeavours for rclieying the fufFer- 

voL. II. M ings 



ings of their fcllow-creaturcs, who for 
fmall fums, arc (hut up in thefe dreary 
abodes of wretchednefs. But notwith- 
ilanding their endeavours, notwithftand- 
ing^ the zealous efforts, the heart-touch- 
ing remonftrances of one of thefe Chrif- 
tians of the old fchool, who devotes his 
life to the children of misfortune * ; ftill 
in thefe prifons, many thoufands of the 
inhabitants of this land of freedom, are 
left to pine out a miferable exiftence, 
alike ufelefs to themfeives and to fociety. 
Many, at whofe birth the voice of con- 
gratulation has been raifed, and over 
whofe infant forms, the tears of parental 
tendernefs have been fondly fhed, are 
here fuffered to languifb, unnoticed and 
unknown. 

As for thofe wretches jvho have com- 
mitted fuch offences againft fociety, as 

* Wc fuppofe the Rajah points at the benevo- 
lent exertions of Mr. Howard. 

all 
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all nations upon earth have deemed cri- 
minal, they are here held in fuch juft 
abhorrence, that it is not thought fuiSi- 
cient to vifit their fins with mere temporal 
punijhmenty but every poffible pains is 
taken to preferve them in fuch a ftate of 
wickednels, as may give' them every 
poffible chance of being, according to the 
faith of the lawgivers, miferable to all 
eternity. 

This, you may, perhaps, efteem rather 
an unjuftifiablc degree of feverity.— But 
confider, O benevolent Maandaara, that 
by the old Chriflian Shafler, none arc 
excluded from the hopes of mercy, who 
feek it by flncere repentance. Now 
nothing is more probable, than that many 
of thofe miferable beings, who have httn 
unwittingly fwept into the torrent of vice, 
might, when they find themfelvcs fhip- 
wrecked on its barren fhores, gladly 
liftento^the voice that would condufl 
M z them 
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Acm to the paths of peace and virtue. 
If kept in a ftate of feparation from the 
bad, and fevoured with means of inftruc- 
lion from the good, diis would, no doubt, 
often be the cafe. But then confidcr 
what might be the confequeace: per- 
haps, fome of thefe vile felons might 
come to have a higher feat in Heaven, 
ihan fome of die proud, and jealous guar- 
dians of die laws^ which had condemned 
them upon earth. The idea is not to be 
endured with patience ! and to prevent 
any poflibility of its being realized, the 
poor trembling wretch, new to vice, and 
whofe mind is not yet hardened in iniquity, 
no foooer commits (or is faid to have 
committed) the moft trifling offence, 
that ftands within the cognifance gf the 
law, than, huried into the fociety of thofe 
veterans in fin, of whofe repentance there 
is little reafon to be afi aid, the unforai- 
nate offender is gradually trained to an 
equal degree of depravity. 

Thus, 
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Thus, the do6r of fnercy is for ever 
fhut; the returning path to virttae is 
barricaded, and fo filled up by the 
briers and the thorns, which thefe new 
Chriftians have thrown in the way, that 
it becomes quite invifible; and left re- 
fle<5lion fhould point it out, intoxicating 
liquors are allowed in all prifons to be 
diftributqd ui fufficient quantities, to pre- 
vent the moft diftant apprehenfions of 
fiich an event. Thus do thefe enlightened 
people, exert their endeavours to fill 
the regions of Nareyka 1 1 

V 

As for the philoibpher, who, I need 
not tell you, is a Chriftian, according to 
the old GoJpel, he deprecates the whole 
iyftem, and was fo mlich lliocfced at the 
fight of the young yiftims, ^ho are here 
devoted to vice, in order that , they may 
be afterwards immolated on .the altars of 
jufticei that no cordial lc& powerful 
M 3 than 
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than the fight of the happinefs lie had 
himfelf created, would have had efficacy 
to reftore his mind to any degree of 
compofurc. 

Before I conclude this epiftle, I muft 
entreat you, to fend for the good and 
pious Bramin Sheermaal; — tell him, that 
my heart reproaches me, fortheinjuftice 
I was guilty of towards him j I implore 
his pardon, for the incredulity with which 
I regarded his account of the condudl of 
Chriftians. — ^Experience has now taught 
me, to acknowledge, that his words were 
dictated by truth, and his obfervations 
emanated from wifciom ! 

All that I have written, thou wilt not, 
perhaps, think it proper to read to Za- 
marcanda J many parts of it, fhe certainly 
could not underftand; but, I requeft, thou 
wouldft affure her, that the love of her 

brother 



C >67 ] 

brother is undiminifhed.— I embrace my 
fon — and implore upon him, the bleff- 
ing of all the benignant Dewtahs! — May 
the fortunes of Maandqiara, be eftablifli- 
ed for ever !— What can 1 fay more ? , 
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LETTER XIV. 

Since I laft took up the rccd of fricnd- 
fliip, my heart has been fretted with 
vexation, and my foul chilled with 
aftoniftiment. Will the friencl of Zaar- 
milla believe it poffible, that I fhould 
have found fraud and falfehood, vena- 
lity and corruption, even in that court- 
protefted vehicle of public information^ 
that pure fource of intelligence, called a 
Newlpaper ? 

The manner in which I made the dis- 
agreeable difcovery, was, to me, no lefs 
extraordinary, than the difcovery itfelfi 
I went, as ufual, yefterday morning, to 
jpend an hour at the neighbouring cofFee- 
houfe, and, on entering it, was furprifed 
to find myfclf the objeft of univerfal at- 
3 tention, 
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tention. Every eye was turned towards 
me ; fome few feemed to regard me with 
a look of contempt; but the general ex- 
preffionwas that of pity and compaffion. 
I had advanced to a box, and called for 
a newlpaper, but was hefirating whether 
I fhould retire, or ftay to perufe its con- 
tents ; when a gentleman, whonri I ob* 
feved to eye me with particular eager- 
nefs, approaching me with much for- 
mality, begged leave to enquire, whether 
I was indeed the Rajah of Almora, a 
native Prince* of Rohilcund ? On being 
anfwered in the affirmative, the gentle- 
man, again bowing, to the ground, thus 
proceeded : '^ I hope your highnefs will 
not attribute it to any want of relpefl:, 
that I have thus prefumed to intrude my- 
felf into your prefence. I entertain too 
much rcfpeft, for whatever is illuftrious 
in birth, or honourable in rank, or digni- 
fied in title, or exalted in authority, to 
do any thing derogatary to its greatnefs. 

I an) 
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1 am but too confcious of the prejudice 
which your highnefs muft inevitably en- 
tertain againft this nation, to hope that 
ycu will look upon any individual 
belonging to it, without fufpicion 
and abhorrence ! But I hope to con- 
vince you, in fpite of the reafons you 
tuve had to the contrary, that we arc 
not a nation of monfters. Some virtue 
ftill remains among us, confined to me, 
and my honourable friends, it is true; 
but we. Sir, are Engliflimen. Engli(h- 
imen, capable of blulhing at the nefarious 
praftices of delegated authority. Eng- 
liflimen, who have not been completely 
cnibowelled of our natural entrails i our 
he^ris, and galls, and fpleens, and livers, 
have not been forcibly torn from our 
bodies, and their places fupplied by 
fhawls and lacl^s, and nabob- Ihips, and 
dcwannes ! We have real hearts of flefli 
and blood, within our bofoms. Hearts, 
which bleed at the recital of human 

mifery^ 
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xnifcry, and feel for the woes of your un- 
happy country, with all the warmth of 
\jnfophifticated virtue/' Perceiving my 
intention to fpeak, ^^ I know. Sir, what 
you would fay," cried he, with veheme- 
nence : *« You would tell me, that your ha- 
tred to the Englifli race, was founded in 
nature and in juftice.— -You would tell 
me, that it is we who have defolated your 
Empire, who have turned the fruitful and 
delicious garden of Rohilcund, into a 
wafte and howling wildernefs. — fFe, who 
have extirpated the noble race of warriors, 
who were your kind proteftors ! your in- 
dulgent lords ! your beneficent friends! — 
to whom you paid a proud fubmiflion ; a 
dignified obedience; a fubordination more 
defirable than the tumultuous Spirit of the 
moft exalted freedom!" Again I at- 
tempted to fpeak.—" Ah !" cried he, in 
a ftill louder tone, " you need not de- 
fcribe to me, the ravages you have fecn 
committed I the infults you have fuftain- 

cdl 
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cJ! You need not tell me, that your 
friends have been flaughtered; your 
country plundered ; your houfes Kurned ; 
your land laid waftc;. your Zenana dif- 
honoured ; and the favourite, the lovely, 
the virtuous wife of your afFeflions, per- 
haps, torn from your agonizing bofom !" 
This was a chord not to be touched, even 
by the rude hand of a ftranger, without 
exciting a vifible emotion. " I fee the 
fubjeft is too much for you," cried he, 
^ it is too fraught with horror, to be fur- 
veyed with indifference. Nature fickens 
at !the recolle6tion, but you need fay no 
more; depend upon it, I (hall make 
a proper reprefentation of your cafe. 
Through me, your wrongs (hall find a 
tongue. I will proclaim to the world, 
all that I have heard you utter. That 
mafs of horrors, thai: fyftem of iniquity, 
which your highnefs would defcribe, (hall 
be laid open to the eye of day, and id^ 
>vicked, nefarious, abominable, and de- 

tcfted 
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tefted author, expofed to the juft indigna- 
tion of the congregated univerfe!" — At 
thefe words, again bowing to the ground, 
he turned round, and departed. As I 
had no doubt of the unhappy man's 
infanity, I exjceedingly rejoiced at his de- 
parture, and that he had done no mif- 
chief to himfeif or others, during this 
paroxyftn of delirium. 

Among the crowd, which the vocifera- 
tion of this unhappy maniac had attrafted 
round us, I perceived one of the gentle- 
men I had met at Mifs Ardent's; and 
was happy to take the opportunity of 
renewing our acquaintance. From him I 
learned, that the notice of the noify orator, 
had been drawn upon me, by a paragraph 
inferted in a newfpaper of that morning, 
which, after mentioning my name, and 
defcribing myperfon, falfcly and wickedly 
infinuated, ^^ that I had come there on 
behalf of the Hindoo inhabitants of Ben- 
gal, to complain of the horrid cruelties, 

and 
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and unexampled oppreflion, under whirfi, 
through the mal-adminiftration of the 
Britiih governor of India, we were 
made to groan." 

I was exceedingly (hocked at the 
idea of the confequences, that might 
arife to the chofen fervant of the 
minifter, the writer of the newlpaper, 
from having fufFcred himfclf to be thus 
impofed upon. I did not know what 
punifhmcnt might await the confidential 
conduiEtoF of this vehicle of intelligence, 
Ihould his matter difcover that he had 
fufFcred a falfehood to polute that pure 
fountain of public ihftruftion, in which 
his care for the morals, the virtue, the 
fortune, the health, and the beauty of all 
the fubjefts of this extenfive Empire, is 
fo fully evinced. The gentleman ob« 
ferving my anxiety, told me, that the 
beft method of proceeding, was, to au- 
thorife the publifher to contradidt the 
paragraph alluded to in the next paper. 

And 
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And that he would, if I chofe it, go then 
with me to his houfc. 

Eager to extricate the poor man 
from the dilemma into which his ig- 
norance had thrown him, I gladly ac- 
cepted the friendly offer, and we pro- 
ceeded immediately to the office of 
this prime minifter of fame, who re- 
ceived us with all the ftatelinefs which 
an idea of the confequenpe of fituation 
never falls to infpire. The gentleman 
took upon himfeif to open the bufincfs; 
which he did, by faying, *^ that he had 
brought with him a ftranger, of high 
rank, who confidered himfeif aggrieved 
by a paragraph, which had been that 
morning inferred in his paper; and then 
pointing it out, he told him, that I would 
expeft to fee a contradidlion of that part 
of it, which related to the Britifh go- 
vernor of India, for whom I enter- 
tained fentiments of the moft profound 
rcfpe£t." The condu£lor Ihruggcd up 

his 
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his (boulders, and faid, " the paragraph 
had been paid for." — " Tha is to fay, the 
contradiflion of it muft be paid for like- 
wife," returned the gentleman. " I dare 
fay, the Rajah will have no. objeftion.'* 
Obfcrving the aftonifhment that was 
, painted in my countenance, he told me, 
that nothing was more commonly prac- 
tifed. *' Yes," added the news writer, ^'the 
gentleman muft certainly . allow, that 
when a falfehood has been paid for, it is 
not reafonable to expe6t, that it can be 
contradifted for nothing !«-— It would be 
quite dijhonourable !'\ "What!" cried I, 
with an emotion no longer to be fup- 
preffed, *^ and is it then in the power of a 
piece of gold, to procure circulation to > 
whatever untruths the bafe malignity 
of envy or of hatred may choofe to 
didtate ? Are thefe the articles of intel- 
ligence, difFufed at fuch vaft cxpence, 
over this Chriftian kingdom ? Ah ! ye 
fimple people ! whom diftance has hap- 
pily preferved in ignorance of the ways 

of 
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of news writers, how little do ye know 
Ac real value of. what ye fo liberally pay 
for!" 

So much was I difgufted, that if my 
own charaftcr alone had been concern- 
ed, I would rather have fubmitted to the 
evil, than to the remedy.— ^-As it was, I 
threw down the guinea and departed, 
with rather lefs reverence for the authen- 
ticity of new/paper intelligence, than I 
had entertained at my cnterance. 

The difagreeable confequcnces of this 
affair, have not flopped here ; I can no 
longer ftir abroad, without attrafting the 
gaze of obfervation, — Places of public 
entertainment are filled by the bare ex- 
pectation of beholding me; all thofc 
of refort, in the out-(kirts of the town, 
have advertifcd me, as part of their bill 
of fare ; and' I am this evening difap- 
pointcd of the pleafure I cxpeftcd, at a 

VOL. II. K new 



new fpccies of amufement, called aMaf- 
querade, from feeing in the ncwfpaper, 
that my intention is known to the pub?« 
lie. — In fine, I can no longer find hap- 
jMnefs in this metropolis, and would with 
pleafure at this monjent re-embark on 
the bofom of that ocean, whofe diftant 
waves now beat againft the happy fliores 
pf India. Some weeks tnuft clapfe, be- 
fore liich an opportunity can be found. 
Ifhall, therefore, in the iilterkn, avail 
myfelf of the polite and friendly invita- 
tion of Lady. Grey,, and the femily of the 
Ardents, to go into the country. 

If I can prevail upon the philofopher 
to accompany me, I fhall indeed be 
happy. AndletnotMaandaara, too much 
exult over the difappointment of his 
friend, when I confefs to him, that ex- 
perience has now convinced me, that, 
though the novelty of manners and opi- 
nions may produce amufement, and the 
3 variety 
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variety of human chiraAers afFord fome 
degree of inftruftion, it is the Society of 
the friend we efteenij that can alone 
folacd and fatisfy the heart ! 



When I vainly flattered mjfcif, tirith 
obtaining the company of Severan, I 
had entirely forgot his experiments. He 
has now engaged in them with renewed 
ardour ; and To deeply is he interefted in 
their fucccfs, that no motive, left power- 
ful than the poflibility of relieving a fel- 
low creature in diftrels, would be fuf^ 
ficient to make him quit his laboratory. 
The morning after that in which we had 
vlfited the building allotted to the recep- 
tion of the unfortunate people, whom 
thefc good Chriftians have fo pioufly 
N 2 devoted 
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devoted to Eemcn*, I paid a vifit to 
the worthy htnUy who had been refcucd 
from the punilhmcnt of poverty, and 
after having done what was in my power 
to prefcrve them from being found guilty 
of a like crime in future, direfted them 
to return to Severan, the fum he had fo 
gencroufly advanced. 

But though I am thus deprived of his 
company for the prefent, he promifcs to 
join me, as foon as his fcientific engage- 
ments will admit. And in the mean 
time, hn tells me, I may expe6t amufe- 
ment (I wonder he did not rather fay 
inftruftion) from the charafters I fhall 
meet at Sir Caprice Ardent's. This man 
of riiany minds, has left his temples 
and his turrets, his pillars and pillaftersi 
his arcades and his colonades, ta be 
finilhed by the next lover of archite£lurc, 

* The Prince of Hell. 

who 
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who may chance to Ipring up in the 
Eimily ; and has retired into the country, 
to enjoy, without interruption, the calm 
plealures of philofophy. The p|iilofb- 
phy which at prefent engrpffes the foul 
of the Baronet, is, however, of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from that which engages 
the capacious mind of Dodtor Severan; 
It is a philofophy which difdains the 

- flow proccfs. of experiment, and chiefly 
glories in contradiding common fcnfe. 

I Its main objeft is, to • fhew that the things 
which arcy are noty and the things which 
are noty are-, and this is called Metaphy- 
fic$.J 

As I underftand the matter, the art of 
thefc metaphyseal champions lies in 
puzzling each other, and the beft puzzler 
carries off the prize. 

While thefc Chriftian-born philofo- 

phcrs pique themfelves in turnmg from 

N3 Jight, 
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li^t, to walk in the darkncfs of their 
own vain imaginationsj m|y the words 
that are written in the "Ocean of Wif- 
dom," never efcape from our remem- 
brance ! 

" Though one (hould be intimately 
« acquainted with the whole circle pf Sci- 
«' ences^ and mailer of the principles, on 
'* which the moft abftrufe of them arc 
*' founded ; yet, if this knowledge be un- 
^' accompanied by the humble worfhiprf 
"the Omnifcient God, it (hall prove al- 
" together vain, and unprofitable*." 

I have heard of a conveyance, 'which, 

* This paflage appears to have been takea 
from tke Terro-Vauleyer Kuddel* aoompofitioii 
whkh bears tke marks of confiderable anti^aity> 
and whichj though written not by a Braminj but a 
Hindoo of the loweft order, is held in high eftima- 
tion, for the beauties of its poetry, and intrinfic 
valae of its precepts. Part of it has been lately 
tnmflattdhlo EngUib/by Mr, Xooderflejr. 

although 



C 183 ] 

although not eligible for my peribnal ac- 
commodation, yet ,will fcrve to tranfmit 
this letter to my friend. 

May he who poffeffes the eight attri- 
butes, receive your prayers ! May you 
i^alk in the (hadow of Veeftmu ! and 
when by the favour of Varuna, this letter 
fhall reach the dwelling of Maandaara, 
may he read its contents with the fame 
fentiments of friendlhip, as now beats in 
the bofom of Zaarmilla. The brother 
of Zamarcanda falutes the filler of his 
heart, and weeps over the tender blbflbm 
he entrufted to her bofom. O that by 
her care, his mind may be nouriflied by 
the refrefliing dew of early virtue ! 
What can I fay more ? 



N 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

Praise to Gancfa*! How would 
the Godj whofe fymbol is an Elephant's 
Head, have been aftoniflied, could he 
have defcended to have been a fpeftator 
of the fcene I have juft now witncffed ? 
Had he beheld, in what a ridiculous light 
he is reprefcnted by the Philofophers of 
Europe, who pretend to be his worfbippcrs, 
I.am afraid, he would have been more 
than half afliamed of his votaries. But, 
let me not anticipate. You muft travel 
the whole journey : and, according to 
my plan of punflual and npinute infor- 
mation, you muft be told, that Heft Lon- 
don the morning after that in which my 
laft cpiftle was concluded. And tra- 

" ♦The God of Wifdom, whofe fymbol is the 
Head of an Elephant. 

I veiling, 
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veiling, after the manner of the country, 
in a carriage drawn* by four horfes, 
which were changed every fix or eight 
cofs, at Choultries, replete with every 
convenience, and occupied by the po- 
liteft, jhe civileft, and the moft hofpitable 
people, I have, fince my refidence in 
Europe, ever encountered. 

Wherever I flopped, fmiles of well- 
come fat on every brow, nor was the 
benign fuavity of their manners, con- 
fined to myfelf alone ; it extended even 
to my domeflics ; and was particularly 
evinced in the cordial looks, and kindly 
greetings bcflo wed on my Englifti Sircar, 
/ who has the uncontrouled difburlcment 
of my money. 

I had already travelled upwards of two 
hundred miles (about one hundred of 
our cofs) without meeting with any ad- 
venture worth notice ; and had turned a 

few 
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few miles out of the great road^ into that 
which leads to the Baronet's^ when on 
flopping to change horfes^ at the Inn o( 
a paltry village, I met with an unexpeiSted 
delay. They had no horfes at honnc. I 
was> therefore, under the necefficy o( 
waiting for the return of a pair, which 
the landlord alTured me, would be back 
in lefs than half an hour, and fliould then 
proceed wirhjne immediately. I was a 
little furprifcd, to hear him propofc hav- 
ing my carriage drawn by on^ pair, as my 
Engliih fervant had aflured me, it was a 
thdng mpojftble. And his judgment had 
been confirmed, npt only by the London 
horfe-hirer, but by the Mailer of every 
Inn uponthe road. But as the road was 
now more broken, and more hilly, than 
I had hitherto travelled, I found that 
two horfes would be fufficient. And 
for thefe two, I refolved to wait with all 
poflTible patience.-— I do not know that 
J have hitherto mentioned to you, that 

in 
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in this country, thtrt arc various ways 

of meafuring time: and that, what is 

with trades-people, inn-keepers, fcryants. 

Sec. called fiye minutes, is feldom lefs 

than one hour, by- the fun-dial. What 

they call an hour, is a very undeterminate 

period indeed; being fometirnes two 

hours, and as I have frequently known it, 

with my Englifh fcrvant, fometirnes the 

length of a whole evening. Making up 

my mind, therefore, to fpend two or three 

hours, at this forry village, I was not a 

little pleafed, to hear, that I had the pro- 

Ipeft of fpme company ; and that two ^ 

gentlemen from Sir Caprice Ardent's, 

were in the fame houft. They foon in^ 

troduced thcmfelvcs to my acquaintance ; 

and it was riot long before I difcovered, 

that thefe were two of the Philofophers, 

jncnrioncd to me by my friend Severan, 

They informed me, that they had been 
brought to the village on a'difagreeable 

err-ande 



i 



I >«8 ] 

errand.? They had, itfecms, bcenftopped 
and robbed in their way from London 
to Ardcrit-Hall. The robber was now 
in cuftody, but their evidence was ne- 
ceffary for his commitment to prifon. 
On this account, they were delircd to 
appear before a Magiftrate ; and as I re- 
joice in every new fccne, from which I 
can hope to acquire a new idea, I gladly 
accompanied them thither. Little did I 
know, what acquifitions were to be made 
to my ftock of knowledge ! or, that in 
the fimple bufinefs of recognizing the 
perfon of a robber, I was to be made 
acquainted with a complete fyftem of 
Philofophy. Alas ! ignorant that I was ! 
I knew not that to involve the fimpleft 
queftion in perplexity, arid to veil the 
plain diftates of common fenfe, in the 
thick mift of obfcurity and doubt, is an 
cafy matter with metaphyfical Philo- 
fophers ! 

We 
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We were (hewn into the Hall of JuA- 
tice, and found the Magiftrate ieated in 
his chair/ This portly perlbnage, who in 
figure very much refcmbled thofe images 
of the Mandarines of China, which are 
often to be feen both in Afia and Europe, 
with due fblemnity of voice, addreffing 
himfelf to the eldeft of the two gentle- 
men, dcfired him to examine the features 
of the culprit, who now flood before him, 
and fay, whether he was fatlsfied as to 
his identity. '' Much may be faid upon 
the fubjeft of identity^'* replied Mr. Puz- 
zlcdorf J " the grcateft philofophers have 
differed in their opinions concerning it, 
and ill would it become me, to decide 
upon a qucflion of fiich vafl importance.'* 
*^ You have but to look in the man's 
face. Sir," returned the Magiftrate, '^ to 
fee whether he is the identical perfon, 
by whom you have been robbed ; and I 
do not fee, what any philofopher has to 
' fay concerning it/' *^It would ill be- 

^ come 
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come me to inftruft* your worftiip upon 
this point," re fumed Mr. Puzzledor^ 
** but his being identically the fame, is in 
my opinion, altogether impoffiblc. Nor 
is my opinion fmgularj happily, it is 
fupported by the rpoft refpeftable autho- 
rities. Locke, indeed, makes identity 
to confift In. confcioufncfs, but confd- 
oufnefs cxifts in fucceffion, it cannot be 
the fame in any two moments. His 
Hypothefisi therefore, is not tenable 3 in , 
faft. Watts, Colins^ Clarke, Buder, 
Berkly, Price, Prieftley, all have, in fomc 
degree, differed from it." '* Pray Sir, 
were thefe gentlemen Juftices ' of the 
King's Bench i" interrupted the Ma- 
giftrate ; /' if they were nqt,'I muft take 
the liberty of telling you. Sir, they were 
very impertinent to interfere in fuch quef- 
tions ! I am not to be taught the bufinefi 
of a Juftice of Peace, by any of them.— 
And again afk you, whether, that man, 
who calls himfelf Tobias, alias Timothy 

Trundle, 



Trundle, be the very identical, pcr- 
Ibn, by whom you were robbed on 
the 1 8th inftant, on his Majefly's hi^- 
Tvay?" «* I mull again repeat it," re- 
turned the Philofopher, *^the thing is 
irrjpoffible; it is proved beyond a doubt, 
that there is no fuch quality as perma- 
nent identity, appertaining to any thing 
whatever: — and that no one can any 
more remain one and the feme perfon 
for two moments together, than that two 
fucceffive moments can be one, and the 
fame, moment. And if you will give me 
the honour of ftating my arguments upon 
the fubjcft, which I fhall do in a man- 
ner truly philofophical, I make no doubt 
of convincing you, of the truth of my 
fyftcm. It is, indeed, a fyftem fo clear, 
fo plain, fo unanfwerable, that nothing 
but the moft willful blindnefs and-ob- 
ilinacy, can refift its truth." " That I 
deny," faid Mr. Axium, interrupting his 
friend* ** I agree with you, that con- 

fcigufnefi 
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fcioufnrfs, being frequently interrupted, 
is not ftriftly continuous, and, therefore, 
the continuity of confcioufnefs cannot 
conftitute identity : I alfo allow, that 
wherever ther^ is a chemical combina- 
tion, there is a correfponding change of- 
properties, and that the majority of the 
particles of which the man is compofed, 
are neceffarily in fucccffion changed. — 
But, laffert, and will undertake to prove, 
that there exifts certain ftamina which 
arc never carried off. Where this fta- 
mina is fituated, will, I know, admit of 
difpute. In the heart, fay fome ; in the 
brain, fay others : for my part, I think 
It is moft probable, that it is placed in 
that part of the brain which approaches 
the neareft poffible to the very top 
of the nofe, which fituation, is, un- 
doubtedly, the moft convenient for re- 
ceiving the notices fent to it from the 
organs of fight, hearing, fmelling, &c. 
and which may be more incontcftably 

proved. 
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proved, from the foDowing argutftcnftt 
firft"— ^^^ Fire, and fuiy !" eXclairticd 
the magiftratc, *^ this is fnore than hu- 
man patience can bear! But do not 
thii^k, gentlemen^ that! am to bemade 
a foal of in this ways I (hall let ydtf 
know, that it is no fuch cafir matter txi 
make a fool of me 1 And was it not for 
the fake of my worthy friend> Sir Caprice 
AWciit, I fliouM let yoW know the coh- 
ftqtiences of infblting one of his Majefty 's 
juftices of the jfcace, in the excrcife of 
his duty. A Vile mifdeftieanor ! a high 
breach of decorum ! and not to be fuf- 
fered to pafs with impunity. Once for 
all, I defirc you^ Sir (to Axiom) to ex- 
amine the countenance pf the culprit^ 
and, without lo6 of time, to declare— 
whether he be aAuaUy the perfon guilty 
of the Alledged crime ?*' 

^' As for crime,'' rtpiied Mn Axiom, 
" t abfolutely deny the cxiftcnec of crima 
in any cafe whatever. Wh^t is by the 

VOL* It* o vul^r 
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Ttrfgar €nroiieoufl7 called fo^ is, in the 
eolightened eye of philofophy, nothing 
more than an error in judgment. And^ 
indeed^ according to my friend Do&or 
Scepdc (Tim Trundle's former maftcr) 
we have no right to predicate this mucL 
•~For what is right ? what is wrong ? whkt 
is vice i what is virtue i but terms merely 
reladve, and which are to be applied by 
the ftandard of a man's own reafbn* If> 
for iirftanccj the reafbn of Mr. Timothy 
Trundle, leads him to revolt at the 
unjuil diftribution of property, and to 
think it virtue, to give his feeble aid to-- 
wards redreiling that enormous abufej 
who (hall dare to call it wrong ?" '* I 
can tell you. Sir," cried the Jufticc, 
" that the law — ^will think it right, that 
Mr. Timothy Trundle, Ihould be hang- 
ed for fo doing. — ^Nor, would it be any 
lofs to the world, if all the promulgators 
of fuch doftrines, the aiders and abettors 
of fuch adb of atrocity, Iharcd the fannc 

feter 
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fiitel" /'That Sir/' itturncd Axioao, 
with great c^Ifnnefij '^ | conceive to be 
an error of judgment, on the part of your 
worfliip.**—*nrou, however, declare, that 
this, is the peribn by whom you were 
robbed ?" faid the Juftice. « Yes/' re- 
plied A^MOfli, *' 1 4uive no Icruples on the 
lubje& of his perfonal identity ; idend^ 
being, as I faid before"' — ^'O fay no 
xnoie upon thefubjeS:, but let the clerk 
rea^your affidavit, and have done with 
it»*' cried the magiftrate. The clerk pro« 
ceeded, and the fokmn appeal to the 
I>eity — an appeal which fo nearly con^ 
cerned the life of a &llow<:reature, was 
made — by the extraordinary^ and, to me^ 
incomprehenfible ceremony of kiiling a 
little dirty-looking book ! 

The prifoner, who had hitherto naain- 

^ tained a ftrifl filence> now addreiSed him- 

felf to Mr. Axiom, to whom, it fecms, he 

was well known^ haying long been fer« 

o 2 vant 
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rSat tahik pelrtletizr >tiAetiii He Se^n' 

- «^ I did not thtek A I16W it w6id* 
Have bceii yow Kotoeuti tb«t wmJldiiavc 
hjtd the heift te'-'^fert lb- agalnft fiae at 
hit. M&rtf a't^e and oft,KkW J li^ 
yotf) and iriy mafter, Doftor Sceptic, fay, 
that all tnankinid i¥epe equal, 4nd that 
the poor- had as good a rigfct to ^0- 
^tfy as the rithi YbH^^aicIy motto^i^ 
tfiatthey wct-eali 'fools, that '^vwilA 'not 
Jnikc the moft they could of Ai& wbrW, 
Ifecmg as Ww there \ms no other j* fer 
that FeKgion ^*s alt a hirtn, ind tlie JRar* 
'fim a Togoe, who did not himfelf believe 
iimrd'of it»— -Nay, the very lift day 
that ever I attended you -at dinner, did 
not you fay, again and again, that Kings, 
-Piittces, and Prime fe«ijiifters> were all 
^midit^mpl^^ J -Anil yet no* 

:ypi^M^»ld gofortohaiig me, for hav- 
ii% «ftly ciyilfy aflced ^Ifcw guineas, to 
" ' - make 



ibalcGrup'^ IkiS^ tnttter df lafs» I had Im4 
iih die Lotftrjir, I wwd<r you i|*qt 
affaamed to. tuTn.ib iigs^nii: your ow« 
words, " "' Nb, Timothy;*' returned th« 
phikfopben'/'ni^oplBions are not fo 
caiiiy changed.. Njd m?©, ever yet con- 
i^iikred mc, o£ bemg in^an^rror, Yoh 
haisne only to regret yoilr bjiving lived in 
a datk age> when- vulgar prejudices fy^ 
far prevaiH as to §6nG4^ laws aj^roecei^ 
feiyto the wefl^bcing ieif fociftty. — BuJ 
be: oocrfbrted, Timothy! The age of 
r^afon approaches. That glorious seca 
is faft advancing, in whltli every man 
Ihall do that which is right in his own 
eyes, and the few of the galiows fliall 
bare as :Ut):l9 influence^ As :the &w o^ 
hclL'* . 

/^^h! that I had kept to my ^d 
gqaiidn^other's wholefome dodrine of hell 
and damnation!" (exclaimed the pocnr 
wretch, whom die Juftice's men wdre 
UQW dragging back toprifon)— ^*I flitould 
03 not 
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not now be at the merqr of a fidfe friend^ 
who laughed me out qf the fear of God— r 
and now leaves tae to the mercy of the 
gallows !** — He continued to (peak, bi^ 
we could no longer hear. 'He was drag- 
ged to Ids prifbn, and we having made 
6ur obe4U<^nce to the Magiftrate, de- 
parted. I'have been enabled thus dr- 
himftantially, to detail the particulars of 
diis curious converiation, from the po« 
litenefs of the Magiftrate's nephew, whq 
was lb. kind as to furnifh me with a copy 
of his notes, taken down in, what is 
called, Short Hand. 

It is po/CbJe, that much of it may ap- 
pear to you imintelligUdei but be not 
difcouraged. How fliould our unin* 
Kghtcncd minds, expeft to underftand 
the language dfphilofophers, finire from 
all I can learn, they feldom throroughly 

underftand themfelves ? 

'*•♦,- ... 

On 
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' On return^ to the Inn, I found the 
horfes in waitings the gentlemen's were 
alib in readinefs, and we proceeded in 
in company to Ardent Hall. My recep- 
tion from the Baronet, was very cordial. 
That of his Lady, was moft frigidly po- 
lite. Her daughter, did not feem to 
remember ever having fcen me be- 
fore s but the elder Mift A|dei|t, Ihook 
me by the hand, widi a degree of frank- 
nefs, as mafculine as her underftandlng. 

'Pie converfation of the evenbg, turn- 
ed upon the fame topics, that had been 
difcufied before the M^iftrate^ Mr. 
Axiom and Mr. Puzzledorf doing litde 
more than flipport the opinions they 
had formerly advanced. Sir Caprice 
Ardent, feeitied, in general, diipoled to 
agree with the laft fpeaker ; and Do&or 
3cepdc, who made one of the party, 
made a point of agreeing with none.-ep 
^i& Ardent retired to. write letters, 
04 an4 



aad Her Ladyfliip and ber c!!aiiglittr^ 9c^ 
iBaincd as filent a^ did the friend of 
Maandaara. 
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. O S^suMAia !-r-Wi& aod k^ofd 
Bramin!*— May.thy meek and generous, 
ipirit^ pardon the prefumption of mj 
ignoranccj which refufing to confide in 
thy expQrience> perfifted. in chetifhing 
the iU-fqunded nQdon> that all the peq^le 
of England were Chnilian&! — With all 
humiUtyj I now retraA my error: and 
confefs^-4hatof the many religions, pre- 
vakntin thi& ftrange.country^ Ghriftianity 
(afiitisfetforthinthe Shafter) has. the 
fpialleft inimber of votaries: and, aQ. 
cordiipg to the accounts, of my new friend^ 
is- fall journeying to QblivioiU 

^ - Much 



Much do the J?hUp{pphers exult, m cx^ 
po6ng the wc^khefi. sutd vjckcdnefs. of 
its authors, Thefe. artful and dcfignin^ 
Tifkptii who hfiying cmscrcd into a com-f. 
bination to k^d the moft Yirtuous livcs^ 
haying bound thennieiyca to the praftice 
pf foititude and forbearance, meeknef^ 
and magnammigy^ piety towards God^.and 
benevolence to all njankmd, weakly aod 
foolilhly, rcfufed to take to themfclves. 
any merit, for their condufti and re- 
nouncing all worldly honours and in- 
terefts, refigned themfehres to perfecq- 
tion^ painsj tortures, ^nd death, in fupr 
port of thjc trutl^ of their doftrines. 

All this appears very foolifh in the 
pyes of the.Philofophers; who, judging^ 
pf others by thenafelves, pronounce fo 
inuch ielf^denial, fordtude, and forbear^ 
ancc, to be utterly impoffible^ The God 
of the; ChrifHans, appears in their eyes, 
as very unreafonable, in cxafting purity 
Z pf 
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of heart — and humiKty from his vbferlcs. 
They therefore^ think it is doing much 
iervice to mankind^ to free them from 
theft uneafy reftraints> and to lead them 
to the worihip of Dewtah^ that are not 
^mte fp imreafonable, 

To make the attempt, is all that is ne-» 
cel&ry, towards obuining the appella* 
tion of PhilofbpheF. 

On examining the CoXha ^, I found> 
indeed^ that the word Philofopher> was 
iaid to fignify, ^^ ^ man deep in knowr 
ledge, either moral or natural" — bu^ 
from my own experience, I can pro- 
nounce the definition to be nugaioiy: 
and that thofe w^o ufuaUy call themfelyes 
&ch, are men, who, without much know- 
ledge^ eidier moral or natural, entertain 
4 high idtf a of their own fuperiority, from 
having the. temerity to rcjeft wh«cv?ir 

» Diaionaiy. 

has. 
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ii^s the fan£iion of experience^ and comr 
paon ienfe. 

fThc poojah of Philofbphers is pcF^ 
fbrnrted to certain Idols^ called Syftems* 
The faith of each fyftem has been pro- 
XQiilgated by the pricft, who either firft 
lormed the Idol, or firft fct it up to rc- 
peive the poojah of the credulous. Thia 
^ith, is received by the votary of the 
iyftem with undoubting confidence, and 
defended with the fervency of pious 
zeal. It muft be confefled, that this 
zcal^ fometimes carries the Philofophecs 
tQ a pitch of intolerance, that is repug- 
nant to the feelings of a Hindoo. Never 
did the moft bigoted derveilh ♦ of the 
Mufiulmans, betray more abhorrence, 
at the fight of the Idols of the Pagoda, 

* The aBdnniKy of the MitflblfBims to every 
fgecieaof Jdoli^rj^is^iU the occafios of frequent 
diflarbance to the Hindoos, in the performance of 
^e fuperftitiotts ceremonies of their religion. 
' '' ^ ^ than 
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ik cvinccsd by the wdrflupp^r of 
fj&cm towards a Chriftian prkd I Aod 
yet, fo far arc the latter from returning 
any pottion of thi& diflike^ that the ipa^ 
jority of tbpm are' tcry careful dot to 
99j^() the PhlJ(^hers, by tpo rigid an 
9Clhf ranee to the pfecept« of ibat $hafter» 
to wkieh they know their adveriaries 
hayQ fuch ajb ipfuptirabk antipathy. 

i AU the Philofopbers now at Awie^e* 
Hallfipcrfbrm popjah tp diflfe<wt fySt^m ; 
afidrfcenL tp h^ve no^opi(llQn m ojmn^txnj 
ooeptthe eitpcftatwnof the return of the 
Sirittte Joguc, which they diftingwifli by 
^ jiame of Tbe Ag^of R^afim. 

In ^% bjeifed aerar of purity and per- 
ilpfilion, it is believed by each of die 
PhilofoplKJrs, that the worftiip of hifi 
IdoP ffiali^ be cftablWhed ; and* the doc^ 
trincs of his priefti be the- faith of. the 
world* 

*^Thcn;' 
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cyitKred the dignity dftnaft/*' for tMs'is 
fbe Idol to which Mr. PtazzfcdOrf, pro* 
feflfes the performance of pbojah* You 
are, perhaps,- curicftis Jto know ih what 
this dignity ccnfifts ? Know, then, that k 
appears, froul the rtftarches of'tKc prieft 
^ Mr. Puzzledorf— that fome difference 
in point of organization, dotK a<aually 
cxift- between him and a Bamboo, or A 
BrartiWe-bufli ! no braiii having as yet 
been difcovered ih iivy of the Vegetable 
tribes; Should filch a difcoVcry crown 
tht labours of. fome future Philofopher, 
what a fad ftroke will it be to the dig- 
nity of Man !' He will then be reduced 
to a level, not only with the beafts of the 
field; blic*^ith the very trees of the ibrcfH 
^hie fimilarity is already too confpictious. 
Like them, he is doomed flowly to ad- 
Vance to maturity ; fliortly to Houriflr, 
and quickly to decay. Like them too, 
according to the faith -of Mr. Puzzle* 
-• . ' dorfi 
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Aarfi he b ddoibed to moiddef inw da^, 
fiom whidii there is no hopes of refufci-- 
iadon, no prafpt& of revival !--*Such in 
the eyes of the adherents of this fyftemi 
is the vaunted dignity of Man ! 

The idol of Mr. Axioms is the little 
(lamina at the top of the nofe* Thi5> he 
declares to be imperifliabley and that it 
muft of neceflity cxift to all eternity. — 
To the &ich of Mr. Axiom, Mr. PiK* 
zledorf oppoles an argument, that is 
frequendy made ufe of by the bigpgoted 
ofalliedsj agamft the opinions of their 
sidyerfaries :— yi?. That it is fumfenfe* 
He fays, moreover, that in the age of 
reafon, it will inconceftably appear, that 
every particle is alike liable to the de- 
cpmpofition which theie poor bodies of 
our's muft undergo ip die laboratory ({^ 
death, who is too good a chemift t9 
fuffer the little favourite Stamina of Mr« 
Axiom, to efcape him. Both Philoio- 

phcr* 
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phers appeal for the truth of their fyftems, 
to the experiments of Dodor Sevenuii 
Alas I little does the good Dodor thinks 
that the exiftence of a future flate, 
depetids upon the management of his 
crucible I 

I have not been able to difcover. the 
name of the fyftem^ to which DoAor 
Sceptic pays his vows^ the only thing 
I haiFc ever heard him attempt to prove, 
is^ that nothing ever was, will^ or can be 
proved. All religions being, in his 
opinion, equally ialfe, ridiculous, and 
abfurd. But» though he performs not 
poojah ro the Idols of any of his brother 
Philofophers, it is the religion of ChriA 
tianity^ agsdnft which3 the arrows of his 
farcafm are chiefly pointed. When an 
opportunity occurs of venting the over- 
flowings of his zeal^ in a iheer at any of 
the opinions or pradliccs of the Chrif- 
tians, his rigid features relax into a 
fmile of triumph, which, for a moment, 

difpcls 



tfi^cis fmm hfe crotTrirtnaiic^ ii%t ^itei 
t)f dlfcontetjt:' tt fectns to have been tfifc 
^ndeavouptD'f hrs life, to efadicatfc {rdfH 
his 'boi6m, thoTe focia'l fceKilgs tthd at 
ftCliotis, t^hrcii fbnti fo great a part tyf 
the felicity of Common rtiottais.^^A 
ftrahger to the animating glow of friend- 
fliip, and the tender confidence of cifteemi 
he confidcrs ^11 Mtadimtnts, as a proof 
of weakTii?fs--^into which, ff he ha^ ev^ 
in any degree relaxed— it is in faVobr df 
a nephew, a hopeful yocith, whbm fife 
piques himfelf upon having freed froifl 
the pfejudices he had ciDfitra^led from i 
pious father, at v^hb^t piety, and whofe 
prejudices, the youiig man ftdw laughfi 
in a very beeotning nnanfter ! 

The Idol to whofe fervicd this young 
.'liian hath devoted himfelf* is called Athc- 
llm. From all that 1 have been able td 
learn, Atheifm is an infernal deity, wh6 
demands of his votaries^ fiich cruel fa- 
crigccs — that every one initiated into the 

myfteries 
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myfteries df this feithi muft make a fo- 
lemn and abfolute renunciation of the 
ufe of his fenfes— ^fliut his eyes upon 
the fair volume of Nature— and deny 
to his hearty the pleafurable emotions of 
admiration and gratitude I 

Such are the facrifices required by 
this Idol, even from its Ipeculative vo- 
taries. .The zeal of its pradical profelytcs, 
carries them ftUl larthen — I am told, that 
the female converts feldom feil to make 
an offering to Athcifm of their peace, pu^. 
rity, and good feme j and that of its wor- 
fhippers, among the lower orders of 
men, numbers every year fuffer martyr- 
dom, at a place called Newgate ; which 
I fuppofe to be a temple dedicated to 
this fuperftitiom 

What'^are the pofthiimous horioufs, 
which the martyrs of Atheifm, receive 
from their brethren, the philofophers, 1 

VOL* lu p have 
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haire aot been able to difcDta?^ a$ ir is 
a fobjeft on which die pbilolbphers mo- 
deftly decline tx> expatiate. 

Fyom the conveifaiiona that I have 
overheard^ between the nephew of D^Or 
Sceptic^ and Mr, Vapour, who is one 
of the moft renowned tmchers of Ah 
faith J I find, that it» adherents perform 
poojah to certain infi^rior Dewtah, cal^ 
ed Esdfting,. or External, eireiiflaftaflfces, 
energies^ and power$> of whom, I aninot 
yet fu£ciendy prepared <o ipeak. 

Mr. Yapoor is patttcukrly tena^ 
clous of his &ith, which is, indeed, of a 
very extraordinary nature. Rgefting 
^ the received opinions that hsve hither- 
to prevailed in the world, and utterly 
difcrediting the circumftanccs upon which 
they have been founded ; he rcferves his 
whqle Hock of credulity for-fotdrity. 
Here his &ith i& fo ftrong, a» to bound 

over 



over the barriers of probabiliby, to tmoitte 
aU that is difcordant in tiacure, amd to be« 
Here in things impoflfiblc. • . / 

The age df reafofl, is thc^fit^ by 
Mr. Vapoor, m be tery htkt at hiuid. 
l^fofhing, he lays, is fb €a(y, as to bring it 
kbdilt immediately^. Itis cmly to perfudde 
tlie people in po^tt to rfefigft itseiercife; 
tJte rich to p^t with theiif property i 
ahd with one coriftnt, to abolifli all laws, 
SridputanendfdallgdverAfment: **Then," 
ifeys this ercdittous ^hilofopher, «' ftiall wc 
fee the perfeftiofl ot virtue !" Not ftfch 
^iftucj it is trui, as has heretofore paffed 
turtMt m the world. Benevolence will 
not then be' heard of; gratitude will be . 
confidered as a crime, and purtfJftied wMi 
tlie contempt it fo JTaftl|J^ dei'erves. Filial 
ifttStion would, no doubt, be treated 
as a ci-itne of a ftill dcefifer dye,* but thatj 
to prevent the pc^^ltf of fuch a breach , 

of virtue, AO iStorfj in th* a|;e of rcafon, ' j 

P2 ihall 
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ihall be able to guefs who his father is ; 
nor anf woman to fay to her hufband, 
behold your fon. Chaftity^ (ball then be 
confidered as a weaknefs, and the virtue 
of a female eftimated according as (he has 
had fufficient energy to break its mean 
reftraincs. " To what fublime heights/' 
exclaims this iapient philofopher, '^may 
we not expert that virtue will then be 
fcen to (bar !— By deftroying the domet 
tic affc£lions> what an addition will be 
made to human happine&! And when 
man is no longer corrupted by the tender 
and endearing ties of brother, filler, wife, 
.and child, how greatly will his difpofi- 
tions be meliorated ! The fear of punifli- 
ment too, that ignoble bondage, Mrhich, 
at prefent, reftrains the energies of fo 
many great men, will no longor damp 
the noble ardour of the daring robber, 
or. the midnight thief. Nor will any 
man then be degraded by. working for 
anothen The divine energies of the 

foul 
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foul will not then be ftifled by labour- 
ing for iupport. What is ncceflary, 
every individual may, without difficulty, 
do for himlclf. Every tnan fhall then 
till his own field, and cultivate his own 
garden." — "And pray how are theLadics 
tt> be clothed in the age of reafon ?" alked 
Mifs Ardent, — "Any Lady,'* replied 
the philofopher, " who choofes to wear 
clothes, which, in this cold climate, may 
by fome be confidered as a matter of 
ncceffity, ipuft herfelf pluck the wool 
from the back of the (heep, and fpin it . 
on a diftafF, of her own making.'* " But, 
flie cannot weave it," rejoined Mifs Ar- 
dent, " without a loom ; a loom cannot 
well be made without iron tools, and 
iron tools can have no cxiftence without 
the aggregated labours of many indivi- 
duals/* « True,." returned Mr. Vapour i 
*f and it is therefore probable, that in 
the glorious aera I /peak o^ men will 
again have rcGOurfe to the Ikins of beafts 

P3 f^f 



for covering ; and thcfe will he procured 
according to the ftrength and capacity 
of the individual. A fummer's drcfs, 
may be made of the (kins of mice^ and 
focb animals i while thofeof (heep, bares^ 
horlcs^ dogs, &c. may bcForn in wiq- 
ter. Such things may> fi)f a time, take 
place. Bui as the human mind advances 
to that perfedion, at which, whei| 
deprived of religion, laws, and govern- 
ment, it is defined to arrive, men wiU^ 
np doubt, poflcfs fufficient en^gy, to re- 
fift the efFeds of col4 ; and to exift, not 
on}y widiQut clothing, but without food 
alio. When reaibn is thus far advanced^ 
an effort of the mind will be fufficient to 
prevent the approach of difeafe, and ftop 
the progpefs of d^cay. People will not 
then be & foolifli ^ to die.*' " I can 
believe, that in the age of reafon,^ wo- 
men wQn't be troubled with the vapours,** 
replied Mife Ardent, *fbut, that they 
|hoiuI4 |?e ^bie to Uye without food gn^ 
z clothing, 
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«:!oAiflg, IS aaother affkir.'* « Women !'' 
repeated Mf. Va^w, with a cotttcmp- 
tuoufi fmiki ^^ we >(hall not then be 
troubled witb^^women. In the age o£ 
.rc^fon^ the world fliaU contain onljra 
race of noenll" 

Nothir^ could be more repugnant 
to the opinions of Mtfi Ardent^ than this 
aflcrtion.-^This worthy daughter of Scr- 
rafwatd is firmly perfuaded, that, in" the 
age of rd^bn, a yery difierent do6b*ine 
will be eftablifhed. It i$ her opinion, 
that the per&dion of the female undcr^^ 
Handing wiU then be umiTerftUy acknow^ 
iedge4. 

She pants for that blefied period, when 
the eyes of incn fhall no longer be at* 
traded by the charms of ^outh and 
beauty; when mind, and mind alone, 
ibail be thought worthy the attendoa of 
^phUofoph^r^ 

?4 In 
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In diat wifhed-for aera, the talents of 
women, (he iays, fliali not be debaled bj 
houfehold drudgery, or their noble fpirics 
broken by bafe fubmiffion, to ufurped 
author!^. The reins will then be put 
into the hands of wiidom ; and as women 
will, in the age of reafon, probably be 
:ibund to have the largeD: fliare, it is they 
who will then drive the chariot of ftaie, 
and guide the fteeds of war ! 

Mr. Axion), whofe deference to the 
opimonsofMifs Ardent is implicit and 
unvariabk, perfeftly coincides in her 
opinion. — -'^Who,"' faid he, the other 
evening, in difcourfing upon this fub- 
jt&i *' who would look for mind, in the 
infipid features of a girl ? It is when the 
countenance has acquired a character, 
which it never can do under the period 
of forty, that it becomes an objedt of ad- 
miration, to a nxan of fenle. Ah! how 
different is the fentiment which it then 

inJpires {? 
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infpires !" The tender figh, which was 
licavcd by Mr. Axiom, at the cbncluGon 
of this fentepce, in vibr^ing on the cars 
of Mifs Ardent, feemed to touch Ibme 
pleafant unifon, that overfpread her coun- 
tenance with a finile. You, my friend, 
-will, I doubt not, fmile alfo, at hearing of 
thefe glad tidings for grandmothers ; and 
divert yourfelf with thinking, when this 
empire of reafon ihall be extended to 
|Jie regions of the caft, what curious 
revolutions it will make in the Zenanas 
of Hindooftan !^-May the Gods of our 
fathers prelerve thee from the fpirits of 
the deep^-and the {y&cms.of philofo? 
phcrs !— What can I fey more) 
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LETTER XVI. 

Ju A.Y He, who at all times claims pre* 
feftncc in adoradoo, preferve thee ! ! 

Tli€ day after that in which I laft took 
«p die feed of inftru£t*on, ibme (trangers 
arrived at Ardent Hall, who had come 
into die country on purpofe to fee a ce* 
lebrated water-611--on whofc bcaudes, 
diey poured out fich encomiums, as kin^ 
died the flame of curiofity in my bofom. 

I no iboner exprcflcd my dclirc of 
idfidngdiis fcenc of wonders, than Sir 
Caprice, with great politencfs, ordered 
die chief officer of his houfchold to at- 
tend me thither.-— It was natural to cxpeftjj 
that fome of the philofophcrs might 
have felt an indination to view a fccne, 

to 



to the defcription of wf|idi, it appeared, 
they were no ftra/igers. — But^^Ia^i to 
jdie worjhipper pf fyftetps, the fair f4<?e 
of Nature ha§ no crhs^rms! — In v^p, for 
hifxiy does th? gppe^r^PCf; ^f .Au^>^>» 
Itinge tlje cheeky offk^ * cup-bearers of 
the fky, ^v^th the crimfofi blufli of gladf 
nefs ! Iri vain, for Ipiai, do the robes of the 
fe^fons, wove ii| ?be changeful looms of ^ ^ 
^^ture, preieat the c^afelels charm o^ 
variety ! In vain, for him, fmiles the ibft 
beauties of the blooming valley, when the 
linnet, fitting on his rofe-bufh, fings fordi 
the praifes of the fpring ! And equally ia 
vain, for him, doth Nature expofc to view 
the terrors of her wonder-working arm^ 
in the fcenes of fiablimity and grandeur I 
Midft all the beauties of creation, a 
philofopher fees nothing beaiitiful, bu( 
the fyftem which he ^orlhips ! 

* An appellation for the Clouds^ which Irc- 
aoentl/ occars in A£atic Poetr/. 

Happily 
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Happily for mc, Mr. Trucman, the 
ftcward of Sir Caprice, was a ftranger to 
iyftems; but had cultivated fo much 
tafte for the beauties of the rural land- 
icape, as enabled him to point out to my 
obienrationj a thoufand charms^ which 
might otherwife have efcaped my no- 
tice. Nor was this the only benefit I 
derived from his fociety. From his 
plain good fcnfe, I received more, real 
and uleful information ; in our ride of 
four hours, than I had gained in nearly 
as many weeks, in the company of the 
philofophers. 

For the diftance of many miles round 
Ardent- Hall, the country is irregtilar and 
undulating. It abounds in trees, which, 
though they boaft not the height of the 
Mango, or the vaft circumference of the 
Banyan, are neither dcftitute of grandeur,, 
nor of beauty. Thefe are not clumped 
together in folemn groves, or gloomy 

jungles ; 
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jungles; but are fo planted, as to fur»- 
round the fmall fields into which the 
country is divided j each of which fmall 
c'nclofures, now fraught with the riches of 
the yellow harveft, appears like a "Topaz 
' in a fetting of Emeralds/* The chcaf- 
flil afpeft of the pealants, bufily employ- 
ed in cutting down the grain, while their 
fencies feemed to revel in the fcene of 
plenty, excited the moft pleafurablc emo- 
tions in my heart ; for who but a philo- 
fopher, can " breathe the air of hilarity, 
and not partake of the intoxication of 
delight*?" 

The fcene, however, foon changed: an 
extenfive plain opened before us, where 
no yellow harveft waved its golden head 

•—where no tall trees afforded Ihelter to 

">♦ 

« In feveral pafTages of this Letter, the Rajah 
<feeins ^to have adopted the imagery of the Perfian 
Poet InatuUa, of Delhi— -with whofe writings, he. 
wa9y doubtlefs, well acquainted. 

the 
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die crtvellef «**^ wai trsft^ aind btrnfn. 
Upon inqiriring of ihy inteUigent eoiti- 
jwnion, the reafon of this wondei-fiai 
chftng;ey he could only inform me, th^ 
this was oilled ^ Commons sind dMt It 
oouid not be cultivated, without H ^kn^i^ 
oJSi of the LcgiOaturc. I no*r per^iv^d, 
ihUt it was from reafons of ftaee^ thdt 
thefc great pottions of UtfA (fof Com- 
mons occur very frcqoendy in Engkfiid} 
were fuStttA to rematfi dbfoteie ; but^ 
in vain did I endcavotrr to difcotet Ate 
motives^ which co^uld indtx:e the gdvernl^ 
mcnt to lay this rcftraint on cuidvation. 

As gcefc appeared to have here an ex- 
clu6Te right of pafturagcy I was inclined 
to dnfik, that they nrn(ght, perhaps, be 
the objeiSs of lupetftitious veneration to 
the Englifti court i but on applying to 
my guide, I found, that geefe were not 
of die number of protcfted animals; and 
that &r from being honoured in the man-- 

ner 
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fiet of ihcjfe wKich ^tt daljed G**^, the 

trtmder of a goofef rtlight be pefforractf 

lAfithout ceremcfny, by the moft ignobte 

hands. Perhaps, thought I, it is froiii * 

the benevolent regard of the miniftei* 

tov^ards the old women, who. keep thefe 

ftoifjr flocks ; but, alas ! a little reflcQ:iort 

convinced me, that the age of reafon, is 

h<5t yet fufficiemly eftabHfhed, to coun- 

fcnanee the fuppofition. It miiff, then, 

be from the pious apprehenfioh of cn-» 

<3angefing the viftue of the people, bj^ 

an overflow of plenty.— If this be reallf 

the cafe — it muft be confeffed, that 2C 

more eiFedual method cotild not b* 

taken to bring about the defired end. 

Having paffed the commons, we enrer- 
- ed into a deep* and narrow valley, over** 
h^ng with frowning rdcks; thefe feem- 
,ed frequently to clofe upon tis, and 
fternly to deny all accefs to the inticrior 
fcenc. A filvcr ftream, which alte^rnatcly 

kiflied 



kifled the feet of the precipices 6ri eac^ 
fide, encouraged us to proceed, and 
gently condufted vs to the furthermofl 
end of the valley. - It was here^ that the 
glories of the cataraft burft upon our 
fenfes.— But how Ihall my feeble hands, 
do juftice to fuch a feerie ? Can I, by 
dcfcriptioni ftun the ears of Maandaara, 
with th^ thunder of the falling waters 5 or 
prefent to his imagination, the grotefque 
figures of the rocks, furrounding the 
magnificent bafon into which they fell? 
Can I bring terror to his. bofom, by 
the mention of the over-jutting crags> 
which, on one fide, topped the precipice ; 
or produce in his mind, the fenfation of 
delight, by a minute defcription of the 
various trees and Ihrubs, xyhofc thick 
foliage ornamented the oppofite b^nk ?— 
Ah no! The tafk is impoffible^ or 
poffible only to the magic pen of poetry* 
By ZaarmiUa, it muft be paflTed over in 
filchcc! 
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We returned to Ardent-Hall, as die 
chariot of Surraya was finking behind the 
diilaht hills.' On approachmg the houfe, 
we beheld a fcene of extraordinary com- 
motion. All was hurry and confiifion.^— 
Alen and boys^ houiehold fervants and 
labourers^ all feemed engaged in the 
puiiuit of fbme invifible objc£b. At 
one part of the lawn, we beheld Dodor 
Scepdc and Mr. Puzzledor^ cautioufly 
ftepping along^ and carefiilly peeping 
into every bufh they paflcd ; at another 
place^ we faw Sir Capricet attended by 
the reft of the philofophers, carrying a 
large net— which, with much care, diey 
(bftly ipread upon a hedge, and then be* 
gan to beat the roots of the flirubs 
that compofcd it, in the moft iiiriaus 
manner. 

^'^ What is the matter?" cried my 
conppanion, to a bd who was running 
paflf us. ^^ What is .the o^cufioa of all 

vov* lu , ^ this 



dds IrafUe T Wliat, in the name of good- 
nc&t aw yoiiall aboqt?'' ^Catching 
Spam>ws» Sir/* rennned the kd» in 
braadikikHuny. ** Catching Spairaws T' 
fepeaibcithegMdSjeevard. '^FUIofiDfJiers, 
catching. Spansows! Hat isdoong feme 
good with ^dicir kanaoig, indeed!'— If 
ifacy had begontodua work fooaer, the 
early corn in the South field would have 
been the betwr fer ic !" 

As my tnind hap not yet been iiiffi- 
dendyjooManEsiiia^d by the pra£tices of 
Chrift^tt,^tx)ctakc fku&xrc in beheading 
mifery inflidbd upon^ any part of the 
animated creatwiiy - 1 hafteped frofn dib 
cdidLfirenei and ttiok^rdfiige- in^ my owo 
apamiiem;^ . Aftefifome tiine fp#nt in 
meditating on the cruel difpofidwis of 
Europeans, and in performing poojah 
tp thdbuighant^Z>Mrtah' of^ oiif fathers 
^.ddcendec^ to ipayi' my rtfye&B' to 
MiS J Aidciu^ >\9i^i(»^ i^i^Moe I heard in 
•^> '* •- thf 



this HaHi : *' Him happf it' is> that ym 
^ve feturhed h>-jaight 1? cxdarmed flic^ 
oil perceiving mt. ^^ Y<Hr fiiarc^' covAt 
in iin^ to aflVft at die mafb nmnderfifl* 
of aU difeoverics I What wilt four frieacfe 
in India think, wlieti you oril thetii^ bh^ 
•Q>arrows majr be changed iiito haney- 
becs?" . 

It is a fobjcft, on whkh flone.of my 
friends could pdiTibly entertarh a doubt, 
returned I ; the tranfmigracion of fbui, 
ftom body to body, is eviiicniif neceflfitiy 
for its purificatknK'-^It ii the do&imtxpf 
the Vedas— and it$ authority U unqiief- 
tionable. '^ But the ciyinge;! i^ak o^faais 
nothing, to do with the doftfine of tranf- j 
migratKMi," rejoined Mifs Aftiem. *&«r 
Sparrows are ftill to commit g^lad mi re^l 
Q>arrows : it is only their inftinfib, liiat ajre 
to undergo a changey froimilie power of 
intemd tircumfiimttu " Sovyounig Scqptic 
declared diis oiornibg: at breakM^ and 
0^2 my 
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my brother, whofe imagination takes fire 
at every new idea, declared inftantly, 
that the experiment ihould be made* 
It is true," continued Miis Ardent, 
^ this theory is not confined to fparrows 
•--The reafoning faculties, of which we 
poor two*legged animals are fo proud— 
and the various inftinfts, which mark 
each tribe of the brute creation, all 
equally originate in a combination of 
jBXtemal circumftances. And, according to 
the arguments of the young philofopher, 
I fee no reafbn, why, by a proper qourfe 
of educatioHf a monkey may not be a 
Minifter of State, or a goofe. Lord Chan« 
cellor, of England.*' 

Here a ftop was put to our convert- 
tion, by the entrance of the gentlemen, 
each of whom was fo full of .his deeds of 
prowefs, in the engagement with t{ie 
ipa^ows, that, he could talk of nothing 
elfe. One hundred fparrows, were aU 

ready 
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ready taken priibners : — but as this was 

only one third of the number declared 

nec^flkry to form a hive, a reward^ was* 

ofibred by the Baronet, for each live 

iparrow that fhould be brought to the 

Flail in the courfe of the fucceeding 

day :— a meafure which was crowned 

with fuch fucccfs, that, before fun-fet on 

the following evening, the number was 

declared complete. 

Another tedious day elapfed, before 
the hut deftined for their future refidence^ 
coi^ld be finifhed ; thb was made exadlf 
after the model of thofe of the domeftic 
bees, which, in this country, are built of 
ftraw, made into fmall bundles, and 
bound together by the fibres of an 
aquatic plant. This hut, or hive, as it is 
called, bore the fame proportion to its 
model, as the fize of a (parrow does to 
that of a bee ; it was fumilhed with crofs 
fticks for the fupport of the combs, and 
0,3 that 
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diat t&e {parrovs migbt have no apobgjr^ 
for not l)egihsing immediately to. work> 
.great care was taken that no conve- 
nience ufualiy afforded t^ the bees, (hould 
be warlting.w— After undergoing a care* 
j^ examination by the philofophers, this 
huge fparrow-hive waas placed u^n a 
plat^run/ d^at had be€;n reared for its 
receptionr «nd* the Ipdrrowrs having been 
brought in balkets to. the. ,fpot. Sir 
Caprice Ardent, in prefence of all the 
philoibpHcrs, with liis own hand, pair, by 
pair,'d^p6fiteid.«hcfh in their new abode.. 
The apparent femfaftibn with which 
they entered their hive^gave fucii a con- 
vincing proof of the power of external 
Jircumftances, as already rendered Sir 
Caprice a complete convert to the 
iyftenu ^At the conclufion cf the cere* 
mony, he cordially^flibok hands with the 
young philofopher, and reqnefting the 
reft of the party would excufe him for 
the evening, he retired to his ikidy, to 

i begin 



begin a JoufflalrOf tl)ef^ toipoit»it' cf^^3 
ceedingS) with iiphiebrl^e intended X6 iUtt^;. 
tninate the world, 

Atthe firft indica^jotv of the dalril df: 
mormng> I wef)|:> 99 is mf c<)n(tftntprM^. , 
tice, to the rivcr fide> acid pft^r tbe per-> 
fi^rmaoce of the accuftomary poojah, and 
having bathed in therefreftiing ftre^Oii I 
ftroUed .into that part of the garden, w4ieK>. 
^he honeyrmiking iparrows were {j>laced* 

It was at an. hour when my iiiedittu 

tions have here never been ^d^^bed by. 

the appearance of a fellow r^rtah Judge 

then of my forprife, at; behoidi<% the 

BafOB^t, whos wrapped in bis nigbCr; 

. robes, ftood at the^Iide of the new erected 

hut» li^e^ing with eager car9> to (catch 

the fijt ft feuind thac (boi^d emiaiiate frpia 

' its prccin61s«<^^^Ni. perceiving, m^i ht 

made the i^fiai of fileace^ add 1^0 

beckoning me to approach — enquiiccH 

in a foft whifper, whether I did not hear 

0,4 the 
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the Q)aitowshTim? I told him, that I 
did indeed hear a humming noife ; but 
believed^ that it proceeded from a foli* 
tary bee^ which was hovering over the 
adjoining (hrubs. Chagrined at my dif- 
covery^ the Baronet turned from n^e^ in 
dilpleafisrea and went into the houfe.^ 

Many were the vifits, which^ in tte 
oourfe of this day, Were made to the new 
hive. It was fbon difcovcred, that the 
fparrpws had been fo far impelled by 
1^ prelTure of exifting circumflances, as 
CO go abroad in the morning, in queft of 
neccffiry food j and it was hoped by the 
philofophers, that, as is die cuftom of 
bees, dicy would return before the de- 
cline of day, to depofit their yellow 
Jpoils. But, alas! fallacious is the hope 
of mortals! The Ihades of evening ar<- 
rived, and night fucceeded, Ipreading 
Iyer dark mande over the face of Nature, 
bi3t not a fparrow appeared ! 

Mife 
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Mifs Ardent, whole knowledge ex- 
tends to all the particulars of rural econo- 
my, on perceiving the vexation of her 
brother, fuggefted the idea, that the Ipar- 
rows had probably fwarmed on (bme tree 
in the neighbourhood, where they might 
remain in fafety till the following day; 
«' and then," continued fhe, **if they 
fhcw any inclination to fly ofF, they may 
eafily be fixed, by beating the frying- 
pans, as they do to a fwarm of bees." 

This hint from Mifs Ardent, re-kindled 
the expiring flame of hope in the breafts 
of the philofophers.— Next morning, 
which proved a very rainy one, word was 
brought, that a number of the 'fugitives 
were feen in a hawthorn-tree, at the 
bottom of the lawn-»^thither the philofo- 
pherainftantly repaired, each armed with 
fome culinary inftrument, which, as foon 
as they reached the place, they began to 
bear, in fuch a manner as might have 

arretted 
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arrcfted the Sun is the entraice of the 
jaws of the Crocodile ! 

Loft was the labour of the philofo- 
phers! who, in this inftance, exerted 
their talents in vain. Inftead of gather- 
ing together in a clufter» as was exptGi- 
edi no Iboner did the difcordant founds 
from the inftruments of the philofbphers 
reach the hearing of the fparrows, than 
away thejrflewto another tree. Thither 
they were again purfucd, but ftill the 
more noife that was made, the lefs did 
the fparrows fecm inclined to liilen. The 
maftcr of the bees, declared, that he had 
never ken a fwarm fq unmanageable ! 

Wet, and wearied. Sir Caprice and his 
learned guefts, at length returned into 
the houfe. Mifs Ardent, and Mr. Axiom, ^ 
thought it a good opportunity tp laugh 
at the fyftem of the young phiiofopberj 

whoj 
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!who, on his part, defended the infeiribilky 

of hkldol, by declaring, that -the expe-r 

rina^nt had not. been fuHy made:-r-that 

tiie' habits of old fparraws wcoe not 

eaCly jconqucned jr-^but that young ones^ 

or young birds of any kind, he wasftill 

convinced, if taken before their habits 

iwcrc Efficiently forntcd, would be found 

tao obey the neccffity of exifiing cifcuai- 

fiances, exa£lly as did the little ufcfol 

infers, of whofe irftin£livc iagacity, 

ignorance had ia^d fo much* 

The hint was not loft upon the.Baronct 
A reward for ncftlings, 6i every defcrip- 
tion, was again offered: and again atr 
tended with the wiflied-for fuccefs.— ? 
Ah! how many loving pairs among the, 
- feathered tribes, were, for the fake of 
this experiment, bereft of their infent 
families ! The groves rcfounded with 
the plaints of woe ! But little pain did 
the forrows of the mourners. give to the 

heart 
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heart of the young lyftemift. By hts 
adrice, the little birds^ after having 
had their bills rubbed with honey, were 
ihut up in the hive^ widi a pordoa 
of the fame iweet food, for their fub« 
fiftance. 

On the evening of the third day, which 
was the conckifion of their deftined term 
of probation^ the entrance to the hive was 
opened, but not a bird came forth ; every 
niediodwas taken to entice themabroad-«- 
but in vain. At length, by the aflSft* 
ance of the fervants, their habitation was 
ib &r raifed, as to enable the philoibphers 
to uke a peep within. Sight of horrors f 
and fmcll, ftill worfe than the fight ! 
The lifelefs corfcs of the three hundred 
half-fledged neftlings lay at the bottom 
of their hive^ in a promiscuous heap. — 
« They have cflFeftuaUy fwarmed at laft !" 
faid Mn Axiom.j — Neither the Baronet, 
nor the young philofopher^ fUid to make 
3 any 
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any remark — but every one putting his 
fingers to his nofe-— impelled by the w- 
ceffity of exifiing cjrcumftances^ hurried 
from the difmal fcenc." 

Such, Maandaara, are the illuHve phan* 
toms which the all-pcrvading fpirit, the 
(bvereign Maya, prefehts to the per- 
ception of mctaphylical Philofophers ! 

MayGaneia, averting calamity, pre- 
fcrve to tjjhee the ufe of thy fcnfes ! And 
may the poojah performed for thy friend, 
by the holy Bramins of Almora, pre- 
ferve his mind from the contaminadpn of 
iyftems f What can I lay more ? 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 

M Y' rime, for thcfe two paft days, has 
been occupied in a manner, that, I hope, 
will give pleafurc to Maandaara. 

I have been engaged in tranflating for 
your perufiil, the greateft part of a very 
long epiftle, with which Doftor Severan 
has had the goodnefa to favour his un- 
worthy fervant. 

According to previous agreement, I 
tranfmitted to him, all that I had written 
to you fince my arrival at Ardent-Hall ; 
intreating him to favour me with fuch 
ftriftures upon it, as he thought might 
be ncceflary, towards giving me more 
juft ideas upon the fubjcSls of which I 
had treated. 



In 
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2a hk obiervationS) the Doflor doe^ 
not fallow me through the particular 
iyftems of the philoibpfaersj but fpcaks, j 
in general terms, of the efFefts produced, 
by what he calls Scepticifm } which, ac- 
cording to the great Englifh CoQia, ia 
the art of doubting. But you fhall 
have it, as nearly as the different idioms 
of the two languages will permit, in his 
<ywn words,— After opening his letter 
with the u&al exordium, he thus pro- 
ceeds: 

" Knowitig the ardour with which 
you purfue knowledge, and the ilroog 
inclinaiion diat impels you to invefti- 
gate the caxifes of the difierent pheno- 
mena which prefents themft^lves to your 
obfervation, I cheerfully comply with 
your requtft. 

5* The hiftory of Literature is inti- 
mately connected with the revolution* 

of 
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of Empires ; and among all the rade 
ftornis which have aflailed itj in none 
did it fuSkr morc» than in that which it 
endured^ together with the govcrnnaentj 
of ancient Rome. literature was^ bf 
tiiis event, effeAually driven from thofe 
countries where it had formerly flouriflied; 
and, during a long period (emphadcalljr 
diftinguifhed by our hiftorians, by the 
epithet of dart) learning was almoft 
completely obliterated. In this xra of 
ignorance, fuperftidon eftablifhed het 
gloomy reign: and when the atten- 
tion of men was once more turned to 
literary purliiits, the objedts they had 
to furmount were new and numerous, 
and of a nature not very ealily to be 
fubdued. 

" Inftead of that free communication, 
which .had formerly been permitted to 
men, they were now fettered by the 
tyrannical edifts of King's and Priefts ; 

. ' • the 
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the inveftigati.on of truth being equally 
hoftile to the interefts of both. While 
freedom of difcuQion was thus refkrained, 
the £iculties of the human mind were 
benumbed, and truth and falfehood were 
confounded together. Crude (pecula- 
tions were ufliered into the world, with 
the authority of truths 5 and not only was 
fcepticifm propagated by means of the 
promulgation of opinions, nurtured in 
ignorance, but encreaied from that pro- 
peniity which the mind has, when newly 
freed from reilriftions, to rufh from one 
extreme to another. 

*^ From the nature of our conftitution 
(whofe fpirit is toleration) and from the 
freedom of our religion from fuperfti- 
tion, fcepticifm has made little progrefi 
here, in comparifon of what it has done 
upon the Continent. There, its triumph 
has been in proportion to the blind obe- 
dience exaftcd to the national fuperfti- 

VOL. II. K tion. 



rioD, to which men of fcnfe and obferva- 
lion could no(, contrary to Ae di^tcs 
of their reafonj fubferibc ; and from that 
propenfity of the human mind^ whkh 
I have juft mentioned, thcfe formed 
fyftems for themfelves, as dillant from 
the trud^, as the dodrines of the h^h 
priefts of the country were from the 
pure precepts of .Chriftianity» 

y The only Ipccies of fceptics.that 
abpund in this kingdooH are not think- 
ing, but may be called tMit^ fccptics. 
Thefe are men of fhallow underftand* 
ings, and cold hearts ; who, feeling their 
incapacity to atcraa attention, by going 
on in the ordinary paA, endeavour to 
gain it by ftaring opinions which may 
afloniih their hearers^ and acquire them 
fome degree of applaufe, for their ingct 
nuity and boldnefs, It may, indeed, he 
. pbferved of this clafe, that they take 
Ipecial care never to utter their oracles 
I before 
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before thofc who arc capable of cntcr- 
ing into argument with them^ though 
they deliver thcmfclvcs with dogmatical 
afliirance before the ignorant and illite- 
rate* 

** Bucket not my noble friend imagine 
from this account of fcepticifm, or fronn 
his own penetrating. obfcrvation on th© 
conduit of the gentlemen at Ardent- 
Hail^ that metaphyfical enquiry is with- 
out its ufc. Such enquiry expands the 
powers of the human mind^ enlarges the 
underftaiiding, and, by placing the Ccience 
of morals on a true foundation^ i:ends to 
encreafc the happinefs of focfcty. 

*« Would its pfofcflors purfue the f*mc 
plan of inveftigation that has been fo 
fucceisfiilly adopted by natural philo- 
fophcrs, that of firft :n9aking thcmfclvcs 
well acquainted with &Sts, atfd borough-- 
ly irtvcitigating them, before they draw 
R 2 conclufions^ 
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concliifions, they woidd perceive the nc- 
ceflity of allowing firft principles, which 
are fo felf-evident as not to admit of any 
' direft proof. Indeed, I do not hefitate 
to aflcrt, that almoft aD the errors of mc- 
taphyficians have arifen from their ne- 
glect of natural philofbphy. — ^Thc ex- 
treme accuracy, and exadt precifion, that 
is requifite in the inveftigation of the 
phenbmona of the material world, would 
induce like habits of realbning in regard 
to that of the mental : while that Co- 
loflfus of Scepticifm, I mean Atheifm, 
would, by an acquaintance with the works 
of Nature, be utterly annihilated. 

*' I have endeavoured to explain myfelf 
to my noble friend as clearly as poflible 
on the fubje£t of his letter; and fhall 
only add, that true philofophy is never 
the companion of arrogance and vanity. 
While it Inveftigates with afiidiiity, 
and pronounces with diffidence i they 

aflcrt 
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ailert with boldnefs and gives the crude 
conje£lures of fency, for the found 
dedu£i;ions of truth. 

*' The natural turn' of my mindj and 
fkill more the objefts which have for the 
greateft part of my life occupied my 
attention, have cfteftually precluded me 
from fceptical opinions^ and rendered 
mc callous to the fbphiftry of their pro- 
moters — but it has always appeared to 
me, that where freedom of difcuilion is 
permitted^ there fcepticifm and infidelity 
vsrill be but little known/' 

Such^ Maandaara^ are the opinions of 
the natural Pbilofopber. The Philofo- 
phcrs at Ardent-Hall declare, that it is 
a pity fo good a man (hould have fb 
many odd prejudices. I confefi, that, 
to me, who have been accuftomed to 
behold with reverence, the felf-infliftcd 
torture of holy men—the noble cnthu- 
R 3 fiafm 
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fiafm of the Worihippers of Syftem Is 
objeA of more vcncracion. It is true^ 
thcfc philofophcrs hold it not neceflkiy 
to mortify the body, or to bring the irre- 
gular pafiions under fubjedion. But 
what is the (cvercft penance of the moft 
pious Yogee, connparcd to the utter dc- 
religion of etemalhappineis ? By hope, 
a man is lupported through many Cot* 
raws, bur, on the Ihrine of his idol, the 
pbiloibphic Sannafzee, makes a voiun* 
tary facrifice of even Hope itfclf — On 
the fyftem that he worihips, his thoughts 
for ever dwell j on it, his tongue for 
ever runs : and while it cxclufively oc- 
cupies every avenue to his foul, he, with 
a fuperlative degree of modefly, beitows 
the epithet o( prejudiced enibujiaft, on the 
votary of Chriftianity^ How amiable is 
this condefcenfionj 

Shall I confcfs to my friend— -that to 
my weak mind, the enlightening con* 

vcriation 
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^ferfiitioo of the philoibphets had be-* 
come fo drefome, as to render the ar-^ 
rival of Lady Grey, and her blooming 
party, a confiderable relief to my wearied 
ipirits ? Till then, I was dcftitutc of all 
rcfource: Mils Ardent, being too fend 
of diipudng with *the pbilolbphers, and 
too much engaged by them to attend to 
mc; and her Lady (hip fo entirely en- 
groffed by her darling boy, as to be in« 
capable of attending to any other ob^ 
jc6t. This boy, is fuffered to become fo 
troublefome, that it ^nurely eradicates 
that benevolent complacency which one 
is accuftomed to feel at the fight of in- 
fant innocence. His parents behold the 
capricioufneis of his defires increa& 
with gratificadon, and the irrafcibility of 
his temper receive fuel from fariety; 
yet do they conrinuc to pamper the 
over-pampered appedte, and to indulge 
each caprice of the wayward &ncy, in 
full expei^^tion^ that, in the age ^reajm^ 
R 4 he 
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he will be abk to cxcrcifc the virtue of 
lelf-controul ! — ^Ycs, Maandaara, when, 
from the prejfure of exiting circumfianceSj 
Iparrows are taught to make honey, then 
ihall the pafiions, which have been fan- 
ned into a flame by the breath of indul* 
gence, liften to the voice of Moderation I 

You may, perhaps, imagine, that the 
fociety of a young and lovely female, 
fiich as is Mifs Julia Ardent, would be 
a dangerous trial to a man of my fenfi- 
bllity. But, alas ! my friend, you know 
not how effeftually the mixture of in* 
fipidity and haughtinefs can blunt the 
arrows of Cama ! It is, perhaps, for this 
reafon, and to preferve the hearts of 
young men from the influence of female 
charms, that thefe qualities are fo care- 
fully ihfl:illed at the feminaries of female 
education, which were defcribed in fuch 
true colours by the goodBramin Shecr- 
maal I was, at that time, too much 

blinded 
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blinded by the mifts of ignorance, to give 
credit to his report,— I had read the 
Chriftian Shatter, and was it not natural 
Ibr me to fuppofe, diat all who called 
themfelves Chriftians, were guided by its 
precepts ? From it I learned, that Chrif- 
tian women were not prohibited from 
the cultivation of their underftaildings $ 
and how could I conceive, that &(hion 
ihould lead them to relinquifii (b glorious 
a privilege ? How could I imagine, that 
Chriftian parents Ihould be fo much 
afraid of the improvement of their fer 
male offspring, as to give encourage- 
ment to feminaries formed on purpoie 
for die exclufion of knowledge? It is 
true, theinformation of Sheer maal, might 
have inftrufted me in thefc things, but to 
the heart that is fflled with prejudice, 
Wifdom lifteth up her voice in vain. 

Nothing but experience could have 
convinced me, that die cultivation of 

the 



the rational facultaesj fliould, among the 
Chriftian wpmea of England, be fo rare> 
that no fooncr can oi>e of them emerge 
from the depths of ignorance^ than ihc 
is fufpcdled of afliiming the airs of fclf. 
importance and conceit. If (he ha* the 
knowledge of a fchool-boy, (he is thought 
vain of her learning. Nor arc there 
many men of fen(c among the Chriilians, 
who would not prefer to the converfa- 
tion of fuch a woman^ the impertinent 
tattle of the frivolous, the capricioosj^ and 
the ignorant. Nor is this much to be 
wondered at, when we confidcr, that, by 
the pains taken, from the earliest infimcyj 
to (ap the foundation of every foKd im* 
provement, the imagination become) 
fb much ftronger than the judgment, that 
of the fmall number of femaka who, 
under all the difadvantage3 of cuilom 
and prejudice, dare to diftinguifh them- 
fclves by the cultivation of their talents, 
few ihould do more than exchange one 

folly 
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folly for another:— fubftitute the love of 
theory, for the love of drcls — or aa 
admiration of the mental gewgaws of 
flimfy fentiment, and high founding decla- 
mation, for that of triSes of another 
kind. 

But though I confefs my error, and 

acknowledge, that I deceived myfelf in 

extending my notions of Chriftianity to 

every Chriftian, and of excellence to every 

female, of England, I ftill fee fome who 

amply juftify the expe£tations that were 

formed by my fanguine mind. In Lady. 

Grey and her daughters, I find all dia( 

I had eipeded from the females of their 

country; all that my friend Severan had 

defcribed. 

With them, arrived the two youngeft 
daughters of Sir Caprice Ardent, one of 
whom has received her education under 
the care of Lady Grey, while the other, 
has to her Aunt, Mifs Ardent, been in- 
debted 
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dcbtcd for her inftruftion. At firft fight, 
one is ftruck with the fimilarity of their 
features. They are both beauteous as the 
openingrole-bud,whea the dew of morn- 
ing trembles on its leaf. The eyes of each, 
iparkling with vivacity, are dazzling as a 
bright dagger fuddenlyunfheathedr They 
are both Ihaped by the hand of elegance, 
and both move widi the fame degree of 
grace. Yet, notwithftanding this fimi- 
larity, the oppofite charafters imprcffed 
by education is vifible in each. — ^Whilc 
over the graces of Mifs Caroline, is 
thrown the bewitching veil of timidity, 
and her every aftion is bound in thefilken 
fetters of decorum ; the adopted daughter 
of Mifs Ardent Ipeaks her fcntiments 
with an energy that has never known 
reftraint. Though open to conviftion^ 
and ready to confefs error with the can- 
dor of a noble mind, Ihc yields lefs to 
the authority of perfons, than to that 
of rcafonj and it is eafy to pcfccivc, 

has 
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has been ekrly taught, that .to be weak, 
and to be amiable, are two very dif- 
ferent things. 

An incident which occured to the 
three fifters, in the courfe of their morn- 
ing's walk, will fcrve to illuftrate thefc 
obfervations upon their chara^lers. 

It appears, that having ftrayed into a 

narrow lane, they were frightened at the 

appearance of a horfe and cart, comii^ 

towards them fo quickly, as to leave 

them no other method of efcaping, dian 

to climb a fteep bank, and get over the 

paillng into their father's park. Mils 

Olivia, with the aftivity of an Antelope, 

led the way, and, with fome difficulty, 

affifted her lifters to follow her example. 

Juft as (he had prevailed upon die ter«* 

rifled Mifs^ulia, who long inliftcd upon 

the impoflibility of her making the at* 

tempt, they beheld near them an old 

4 man. 
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mn, who, excited by the fcreauns and 
proaufedrcwards of Mi& Julia, attempted 
ID lay hold of the horics. To ftop dicm, 
his feeUe efforts were ioeffcftual; the 
aatmals iiere too ftrong, and too fpiriocd^ 
to be managed by his aged ann. After 
a ihort ftnig^, the horfes fpning over 
him, and in a moment the man^ed-and 
bleeding body was diicovered Ijring, to 
all j^speaiaooe, li&iefi, in the track which 
the cart had pa&d. 

Miis JuKa redoubled her effi)rts to 
cicape; ihe fuccceded, and flew to the 
boaic, which Ihe no fooner reached, 
than, as is cuftomary with young ladies 
i^n iudi occafions, flie feinted away. 
When ihe had feinted for a decent length 
of time, (he (creamed, laughed, and cried 
akcmatcly, and continued long enough in 
theibcond fiage of fright^ dijkdj^nlj^^ 
JhrU Fit, to draw round her ^e greateft 
partofthefemily. Indeed, there wa^fidl 

employment 
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empbyment for them all. One held to her 
nofe a bunch of burnt feathers $ anodier 
chafed her templet with a drug, called 
Hartfhomi a third hdd to her lips dmps 
and cordials, while the itft ran about 
the room, opening the windows, ringing 
the beils, and giving diredion$ to the 
fervants* 

While we were thus engaged, in flew 
Mifs Oliria. But what a figure! Hie 
few tattered remnants of her miiflin robe, 
befineared with blood, ftreamed in th^ 
air 5 eagcmefe Iparkled in her eyes, and 
an unfpeakable glow of ardoUr animated 
her couflCenanGC. Totally unconcerned 
for her fiftcr, on whom, indeed, fliefeem- 
cd to dart a look of contempt, Ihc 
haftily fnatched the hartfhorn, and* the 
cordials, and defiring, with a tone of 
authority, all the men to follow her, fhc 
9gain flew off, with the fwiftnefs of a 

bird 
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bud of Paradice> who has been frightened 
by die voice of die hunter. 

MUs Julia was left to recover as (he 
could Every foul deierted her. Men 
and maids^ philofophers and footmen, 
all hurried after the fuc Olivia; who, 
like die meteor wluch floats on die 
dark-bolbmed cloud of evening, was 
leen gliding, before us. At length we 
reached the lane, aqd there, leated on the 
ground, we beheld the twin-fifter of 
Olivia. Her fair arms fupported the un- 
fortunate old man, whofe wounded head, 
reclined upon her lap. His wounds 
were, however, bound up. The robe of 
Olivia, having been torn in pieces for 
die purpofe. And now, with a ten-- 
dernels which equalled her a£bivity, fhe 
knelt at the old man's fide, and carried 
to his pale lips the cordials flie had, with 
fo litde ceremony, fnatched from her 

fitter. 
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lifter. The old man lat length fo far 
revived, as to pronounce, with feeble 
but impreflivc accents, the bleffings of 
his God on the angel-forms who had 
laved his )ife,* He was with aH poffiblc 
tcare, by the direftion of the two Ladies, 
carried up to the houfe. A furgeon was 
immediately fent for, who, on examining 
his wounds, declared them to be of fuch 
a iiature, that if he had not received the 
aififtance beftowcd upon him by the two 
Ladies,' he muft inevitably have periflied. 
* ** Then," cried the Ipvely Caroline, ** it 
is to my fifter Olivia, that he owes his 
life! — But for Ker, I ftibuki have fol- 
lowed my ffller Jdia into the houfe, 
to <iali for help; it was Olivia alone, 
"who had the courage to return to him, 
and the prefence of nribd to afford him 
relief." *^ No, Carblrne ;" replied Olivia, 
"without you, I could havfc done no- 
thing. When I looked back, and faw how 
.die poor man bled^ I knew he could not 
VOL. II. s live. 
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live, without affiftancc ; but it was you, 
by whom the affiftancc was principally 
bcftowed." '' Don't fpeak any more 
about it, for Heaven's fake !" cried Mifs 
Julia ; '' the very thoughts of it niakcs 
me fick. I would not have looked at 
binn, for a thoufand worlds ! I wonder how 
. you could have fo little fenfibility !*' 

" Senfibility, my dear neice," faid 
Lady Grey, '* is but too often anodier 
word for felfiftinefs. Believe nie, that 
that fenfibility which turns with dilguft 
from the fight of mifery it has the 
power to relieve, is not of the right 
kind. To weep at the imaginary tale 
of forrow exhibited in , a Novel or 
a Tragedy, is to indulge a feeling, in 
.which there is neither vice nor virtue: 
but when the compaflion which touches 
the heart, leads the hands to afford re- 
lief, and benevolence becomes a prin- 
ciple of a£i:ion -, it is then^ and then only, 
. ' • . that 
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that it is truly commendable." " I per* 
ceivc that your Ladylhip has ftudied Mr. 
Hume's Principles of General Utility," 
laid Mr. Axiom. " No," faid Mr. Puz- 
zledorf; "it is evident, her Ladyfliip 
has taken her opinions from my Efay on 
the Eternal and Neceffary Fitnefs and Con- 
gruity of Things.** *^ I have taken them," 
laid her Ladyfhip, " from the doftrines 
and examples of Jefus Chrift and his 
Apoftles." 

In this life, " compofed of good and 
evil," this younger fitter of the Baronet 
has had her (hare of calamity. Her 
marriage with Sir Philip Grey, was an 
union of mutual affeftion, founded on 
mutual cftecm, and produftive of mutual 
felicity. 

Though a Baronet, his eftate was not 

cxtenfive; and from it, a numerous 

family of brothers and fiftcr;S were to be 

s 2 provided 
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prbvided widi fortunes^ fuited to their 
birth. Sir Philip and his Lady, having 
the iahie views and opinions^ eafily fet- 
tled the plan of their future life. They 
took the management of their eftate into 
their own hands : tafte and elegance be- 
came a fuhftitute for fplendor: and the 
propriety of domeflic arrangement, am- 
ply compenlatcd for the abfence of a few 
articles of fuperfluous luxury. But though 
they retrenched in oftentation, they dc- 
creaied not in hofpitality; their houfe was 
the refoge of the diftrcfled, the home of 
merit, and the central point t>f all the 
genius and the talent which the furround- 
ing country could boaft. In addition to 
the care of their fortune, they took upon 
themfelves the fole care of tlhe education 
of their children. — ^But, notwithftand- 
ing all thefe avocations, they ftill found 
time for the purfuit of literature, for 
which their tafte remained undiminiflied. 
Lady Grey was not .only (as is univer- 
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fiiHy the cuftom in this rountry ^) the 
companion of her hafband*s table— but 
the partner of his ftudies; and by him, 
her opinions were as much relpedted, as 
her perfon was beloved. 

Years roHed on, and each returning 
Icafon faw an inCreafe of the happincfs 
of this W^H-matched pair. But who can 
give ftability^to the felicity of mortals ? 
While yet in the prime of life,^ this 
amiable and happy hu(band was feized 
by the nfthlefs hand of difcafc, in whofc 
rude grafp, the vigour of life was blaftcd, 
aiid the gay hopes of future enjoyment 
<3alhed on the rocks of diiappointment. 
His fenfes, of which he fufFcred a tem- 
porary deprivattpn, were gradually reftor- 
cd ; but the wheels of life were clogged ; 

^ It is by fome of the Hindoo authorsj men* 
tioned as one of the indifpenfible qaalities of a 
good wife— <^ that fhe never prefiunes to eat, untii 
her hufbandhas finiihed/' 

S3 the 
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the vital fluid ftagnated in the veins, or 
moved with fuch lingering and unequal 
pace, as was unequal to the re-anima- 
tion of the palfied limbs: nor did 
hf ever recover a fufficient degree of 
ftrength, to enable him to quit his apart- 
ment In fuch a fituation, in vain would 
a man have looked for confolation to 
the pretty face of a fool. In vain would 
he have expcfled it from the trifling ac- 
compliOiments, to the acquirement of 
which, the moft precioyis years of life 
are commonly devoted. Alas! though 
Lady Grey could have fpoken French, 
with the fluency of a Parifian ; though 
fhe could have danced with the grace of 
an angel ; though fhe could have painted 
a flower, or a butterfly, even without the 
afljfl:ancc of her drawing-mafter, and run 
over the keys of her harpfichord with 
the mofi: aftonilhing rapidity — little com- 
fgrt would it have given to the heart of 
her fick hufband 

la 
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. In an underftahding enriched by the 
accumulations of Wifdom, a temper re- 
gulated by the precepts of Chriftianity, 
and a heart* replete with tcndernefs. Sir 
Philip found a more folid refourcc. By 
thcfc endowments, was his Lady enabled 
to manage the affairs of her family, and 
the concerns of his eftate ; tcf watch over 
the education of her children; and, by 
the unremitting attentions of endearing 
afFe<5lion, to cheer the fpirits that were 
broken by confinement, and foothe the 
iufferings of a bed of pain. Nor was 
the performance of thefe multifarious 
duties the fudden effcft of a (hort-lived 
energy. During the fix years in which 
her hufband lingered under the partial 
dpminion of death, the fortitude of his 
Lady remained unlhaken, her perft- 
verance unabated, and when at length 
his foul was fuffered to depart from the 
decayed manfion of mortality, though 
her heart was pofielTed with too much 
s 4 fenfibility^ 
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fenfibility^ not to feel with forrow the 
ftrokc of leparation, the aflbred hope 
of a re-union with the objeft of her 
affe^ons^ in the regions of innmortality, 
afforded confolation to her wounded 
mind. — ^Yes, Maandaara, notwithftanding 
all I have faid in favour of this excellent 
woman, truth obliges me to confefs^ that 
the powcis of her mind are not foffi- 
ciently enlarged to embrace the doftrincs 
of Athcifm / She is blind enough, not 
to perceive the evident fupcriority of 
any of the fyftems of the philolbphers 
to die Chriftian faith; and weak!/ 
aflerts, that if all that was taught by 
Jefiis Chrift and his Apoftles, was geqe- 
rally pradlifed, it would be no great in- 
jury to the happinefs of fociety. — She 
takes great pleafore in the contempla- 
tion of a future (late, and carries her pre- 
judices fo far, as to declare, that fhe con- 
fidefs the accountof it, as given in Scrip- 
ture, as litde lefs eafy of belief^ than 

the 
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the fyftem of Mr. Puzzledorf ; and 
that (be finds it more fatisfaftory to reft 
ker hopes on the promife» of her Sa- 
viour, than on the permanent exiftence 
of the little imperifhable ftam-ina at th^ 
top of the nofell 

Not contented witK making the pre- 
cepts and doSrines of Chriftianky the 
guide of her own condud, die ftas 
endeavoured ta inftilt them into the 
minds of her children^ and (b^ ^) has 
ihe fucceedcd, that her eldeft ion, at the 
age of nineteen, though poffefled of an 
uncommon degree of learning, fenfe, 
and fpirit— is' not alhamed to confeft 
that he is a Chmftian I 



Alas! 



•:* 
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Alas ! my friend, how fhall I inform 
you of the events of this morning ?— 
The number of philofophers is diminifli- 
cd ! The promifing Iprout of Infidelity, 
whofe early genius gave fuch hopes of 
future greatnefs — ^he, by the prowefs of 
^hofe pen, it was expcfted that religion 
fliould be routed from the world — the 
nephfew of Doftor Sceptic — this morn- 
ing, took the privilege of a philofbpher, 
and ihot himfelf through the head ! 

As I find upon enquiry, that this is a 
privilege which is often claimed, and a 
praftice, that is very common with the 
philofophers of England, I fuppofe it is 
found to be conducive to general utility, 
and agreeable to the eternal and ne- 
ceflary congrulty and fitnefs of things. 

The exiting circumjiances which im- 
pelled this young man to make fo philo- 

fophical 
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fbphical an exit, have been, to all appear- 
ance, fully explained ; and as you may 
have feme curiofity concerning diem, 
I fliall briefly ftatc them for your pc- 
rufal. 

It appears that his father, a man of 
rigid morals and aufl:erc devotion, who 
lived in the excrcife of much piety, to- 
wards God, and much charity to his 
fellow-creatures, fome years ago, re- 
ceived into his family the orphan neice 
of his wife. She was educated with bis 
own children, and (hared with them the 
benefit of his inftruftions and the ten- . 
dernefs of his paternal love. Her beauty 
made an early impreffionupon the heart of 
her coufin^ and fuch was her merit in the 
eyes of the old man, that, preferring the 
happineis of his fon, to the aggrandize- 
ment of his family, he confcnted that their 
union fhould take place, as fopn as the 
young man ihould have attained his one 

and 



and twentieth year. It was agreed, AaC 
he fhould employ the interval in what is 
called an Attendance upon the Temple 5 
and, according' to a previous invitation 
from his uncle, D,o6tor Sceptic, fhould 
during that period take up his refidcnce 
at his houfe, in the capical.-^--Thcre the 
young man had not long refided, tiH a 
new light burft upon his eyes; he faw 
things as Be had never fcen them before: 
few that religion was a bug-bear, made 
to keep the vulgar in awe :-— faw that his 
father was a fqoh and, asf 1 havcbcfcre 
mentioned, learnt to laugh at his pre- 
judices and his piety, in a very edifying 
manner. 

In the fummer^ he returned into the 
country; found his coufm lovely and 
affeftionate as ever, and had no great 
difFicuky in -initiating her into all the 
myfteries of Scepticifm. They both found 
it, a charming thing to be lb much wifcr 
I than 
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than their inftraftors; and wondered 
.they could fo long have been blinded by 
prejudices, whofe abfurdiries were To 
obvious. The young man went again 
to town, became every day more en- 
lightened, and loon difcovered that 
marriage was a piece of prieft-craft— an 
ignoble bondage — a chain, which no man 
of honour ftiould fubmit to wear. 

He haftcned to return to the country, 
to communicate to his coufin this im- 
portant difcovcry. Finding foroe dif- 
ficulty in convincing her underftanding 
of the truth of this new dodlrine, he ap- 
plied to the foftnds of her heart j he pre- 
tended to^ doubt of her afFe£^i6n, appeal- 
ed to her gcnerofity, and^ — completed 
lier ruin. 

Still the poor girl was not fufficiently 
convinced of the propriety of her con- 
du£t, not to entertain fome doubts and 

apprehenfions. 
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apprehenfions^ which the young phllofo' 
phcr loon grey tired of hearing. Find- 
iri|; that th- ir connexion could not be 
much longer concealed, Ihe grew more 
importunate, and he liftened to her im- 
portunity with increafed indifiercnce. 
At length, to avoid her reraonftrances, 
he cannc to Ardent Hall, where he had 
been introduced by his Uncle, who made 
the ofier of his fervices to aflift Sir Ca- 
price in writing his Book upon the Su- 
frmacy of Reqfoity with which the Ba- 
ronet is foon to enlighten the world.— 
The young man willingly engaged in 
the talk. But fatal are the efFcdls of 
early prejudices to the peace of a philo- 
ibpher! His thoughts became gloomy; 
his Ipeech has often of late been ^inco- 
herent; and every a£^ion betrayed the 
reftleflhels of a mind at war with itielf. 
Even his zeal a'gainft the advocates oi 
Chriftianity, had in it a degree of bitter- 
ncfs which (hewed that they ftill re- 
tained 



C ^7^ 1 

tained an authority over his mind, at 
vrhich, though his pride revolted, his 
undcrftanding could not conquer. 

For the laft few days, he had appear- 
ed to exert more than ufual fpirits. He 
laughed, when he had no occaiion; 
talked, when he had nothing to fay; 
and fcduloufly fought the company of 
the Ladies, whom he had before negled- 
cd with the frigidity of indifference. 
Ycfterday evening, his fpirits were raifed 
to a pitch which gave reafon to fufpcft 
intoxication. When he retired to his 
chamber, it appears that he did not go 
to bed, but employed himfelf in writing 
letters to his father, all of which he had 
again torn, and fcattered about the room. 
At four o'clock in the morning, the rcy 
port of a piftol. was heard : the family 
were inftantly alarmed; the door of his 
chaniber was broken open ; and, on en- 
tering it, the firfl objc6t that prefcnted 

itfclf 



kfcir to view, ivas the lifclefs coHe of 
the young philofophcr, extended on the 
floor. 

On the table at which he had been 
writing, lay two letters. The firft was 
from his fether, and feelingly defcrip- 
tive of the agony of a parent's heart, on 
the firft difcovery of a fon's unworthi*- 
Ticfs. The other was from his coufifi. 
It pourtrayed the pifture of a virtuous 
mind, ftruggling with the dread of in- 
famy, bitterly regretting the lofs of 
peace arid felf-refpcft, and gently re- 
proaching the atithor of its calamities, 
for depriving hfer of that hope which Is 
the rclburce of the wretched, the comfort 
of the penitent, "and the fovereign balm 
for the evils of life ! *' To her,'* (he fsttd, 
" hope was a Ihadow, which had paifed 
away. Once, there was a time,* when 
Ihe could have fmiled at calamity, en- 
dured the fc verity of pain with unihrink- 

ing 
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Ing refignatioQ^ and^ fiif^rfed by BiA, 
have cheerfully refighed her foul ioto the 
bofbm of her CreajCor. Now, doubt mxl 
darkneis &t upon the reaini of ideath; 
ihe feared to die^ butihe had not cotjragit 
to live.-r-Death/' flie fey, f^ was'the onl^r 
reHige of deipair; to it &e Bf^dy to fare 
her from the reproaches of die world, 
and the torments of her own jierturbed 
mirid" — ^and with an aflPefting apof- 
trophe to the days of unfpotted inno- 
cence, this unhappy creature concludes 
her melancholy .epiftle 5 which, it feems» 
flie had no fooncr written, than Ihe put 
an end to her exifl;cnce, by plunging into 
th^efeal 

Such has b^en thf effcfts of perfonn- 
Mg pooj^ to Syft^qn, in the ^mily of 
.the Sceptics t 

Ah ! how littie 4o the Chriftians of 

.this country cmM^ the ^aiture an^ 

Y9L. u. T cxtept 
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extent of the obligations they are under 
ta thofc enlightened men, whofe indefa- 
tigable endeavour it is^ to free them from 
the narrow prejudices of their religion ! 
O, ye incomparable moralifts, who fo 
freely blow out your own brains, from a 
fcnfe of general utility , little doth the 
world confider how much it is indebted 
to your labours I 



Reverence toGaneJa ! 

The previous arguments of the phHo- 
fophers in praife of fuicide, had not fuf- 
ficiently enlightened the minds of the 
fimily of Ardent-Hall, to prevent their 
regarding the death of young Sceptic 
as a melancholy cataftrophe! Though 
the difference of charafter gave a variety 
to the exprefiiori of their feelings, aH 

appeared 



appeared' to feel The ihock was^ un!-- 
vcrfel; 

The worfliippers of Syftem^ and the 
votaries of Chriftianity, appeared, indeed, 
to be aficfted in a. very oppofite manner. 
The former, who had, till this event, been 
lb clamorous in fupport of the preten- 
fions of their Idols, were all at once ftruck 
dumb. . Not one appeal was now made 
to exifting circumftances. Not one ray of 
hope darted from the age ofreqfon. Nor 
did either general utility^ or the jfitnefs of 
ibingSy appear in this junfture, to afford 
any comfort to their votaries. But while 
the lips of the philofophers were fealed 
in filcnce, thofe of the Chriftian reli- 
gionifts were opened. Their prejudices, 
indeed, appeared to have gained frelh 
ftrcngth : thefe prejudices^ which are cal- 
culated to fofter the fenGbility of the 
tender heart, and to eftcreafe the feelings 
of fympathy, feemed likewife endowed 
T 2 with 
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wTdi pavKer to fupport didr notaries in 
the hour of afflifltion, to foften the rigour 
of anguifli, and to preferve from, the 
tyranhy of deQ>w'/ 

it jnuftlK cqnfdTed^ that Ladjr Acey^ 
amiai}le as ihe is^ .had notftrfiv^ient great- 
nels of tnind to applaud the iieroifm of 
the youag philofopher^ or to Ipcak of 
his lsL& adi:ion^-4but with a mixture .of 
pity^ horj^or, and regret. With mudi 
feeUngi did fhe deplore Jiis having ever 
imbibed the lii^al ofimons that led to 
the deftrudion of his wife ; the murder 
of his child ; his own deaths and ]thf 
Inifeiy of his fam^y. 

The cqniblation of th^t unhappy &i^ 
«Mly was theiirft objeft of .her concern, 
-fiaving ieen lady Ardent and the young 
ladies fct off for the houfe of a friendj 
to which they had been invited on the 
firft accounts of the melancholy eyent^ 

fti* 
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Hie haffiiiricd to the hocife of aiffli£Hon j 
there to mingle the tears of fyjinpathyr | 
to fpeak cortifort to the wotmdcd heart i 
afid, byfharing m its forrows, talefftn 
their feverity. — Such, Maandaara, arc 
tlie offices pointed out by the, prejudices 
of Chriffiariity! 

.Deeming it improper at (bch a juncr 
ture^ ta incommode the &mily by the 
prtitfice of a ftranger^ I took my leave 
erf Sir Caprice Ardent, and kft the Hall, 
impressed with ar dciep fenfe of the kind* 
r^h and hoipitality I had eicperieaced 
beneath its roof« 

Fdl of m^latutHoly, I proceeded, wid^r 
cut: having fully detennined on the rqufic 
I was to purfuf^ To Lo^doa, I was 
arerfe to rnurn, and yet knew not how 
pdiemfe to difpofe of inyfelf. As I was 
debating this pobz with myielf, while 
the horfes #cre puttiDg to siyc^urnage» 
T3 af 
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at the third ftagc of my joyumcj, a 
chaife drove up to the Inn. From it 
alighted a gentleman— byt, O yc Gods 
of my fethers! what was my furprizC| 
on beholding) in this gentleman, my for-, 
mer gueft .Mr. Denbeigh, the friend of 
Picrcy I He, who had at Chunar, loade4 
me with To many marks of Icindncfs 
and afFe£tion! Soon as the flutter of 
]|>irits which always accompanies aq un^ 
cxpeded meeting, was a little fubiidedj 
he took from his port-folio a packet, on 
which I foon recognized the hand-writ- 
fef Maandaara. How did my heart beat 
at the fight! I tear open the feals — I 
read. I hear of the welfare of my ff iendj 
of the health of piy. child* Ah ! my fon I 
tnj fonl What tender emotions docs 
the toention of thy name raifc in my 
bofom ! When Iball the foft check of my 
child, be 4)atted by his father V hand? 
When ftiall my ears be gratified, by the 
^licIfeioiis.iftufK/'cf my daxjing*s gentk 

voice 2 
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voice? Detefted Ipirit of curiofity! too 
long have I facrificed to thee the trucft, 
Iwcctcft joys, that gpm the period of 
cxiftcncej 

Mjr heart Is too full to proceed. May 
He, who i^ Lord of the Keepers of the 
eight comer$ of the World, prefcrvc 
thee I May the adored wife of Vceflinu 
\x the friend of my child ! I 



Denbeigh, at the time I met him^ 
was on his way to the place of his nati« 
vity. He requeftcd me to accompany 
him to his father's hopfe i and found in 
me no difpofition to rejeft a propolal fb 
agreeable to my inclination. We pro^ 
ceeded together in the lame carriage. 
Conyerfed of India— of our friends at 
T 4 Calcutuu 
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Calcutta: — ^talked of ^U the littfo in« 
cidetits thalt had occurred during 1117 re- 
fidence in diat city; the mofl: trivial of 
which^ appeared interefting to the me- 
mory, on account of the pleafing ideas 
with which it Was aflbciated. Sttriftly 
Aew the wheek of our chariot^ but more 
fwtftly flew the rolling hours, which were 
occupied bjr this fort o( con^erfation. 

About noon, on the fecond day of 
our journey, we, by the diredlion of 
Denbcigh, ftruck into a narrow bye- road, 
which following the courfe of a clear 
ftream, winded through the midft of a 
narrow^ vallf y. As we entered upon this 
road, the agitation of my rompanion be-^ 
came apparent. Every objc6t that we 
pafied, caufed his heart to heave with 
tender emotion. In every Ihrub he rc- 
-co^ized an old acqusuntance, and in 
every tree ,he ieem^d to difcoycr ft long 
loft friend^* *'I^t us ft«p hcrc^*' faid 

he, 
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he, at a turn of the road : ** the bridge 
for carriages is half a mile off, but I can 
take you a nearer Way.'* So faying, he 
leaped out of the carriage, aind I followed 
his ^xrfmple.- My friend furveyed the 
fc^nt around, arid the fdft tear of delight 
glMttf ried in his eyes, " There,*' faid hd, 
** ftands the old thorn, which, at theclofc 
of evening, I ufed to pafs with fuch hafly 
fteps> not daring to look behind, from 
terror of the feints, who were faid to 
hold tbdir nightly revels beneath its 
boughs^ Ah 1 thtre 13 the wood^ whofc 
filberts were fo tempting. There the 
pooli where I firft ventured to beat ^hc 
v/2/^t with rtiy ieeble arm. On the oiit- 
ftmtthtd bt^rich of yonder beach, was 
fiilpeHded the fwirig, in which I have fo 
ofen toflfed rrty Kttle fifters, who, half 
plea&d and hall afraid, fqualled and 
laughed by turns, as th^iy were made to 
^y thfou^ Ae jrieldingair.'* 

We 
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We had now reached a little ruftic 
gate leading into an orchard, in one of 
the broad walks of which, we beheld an 
aged pair, enjoying the fmiles of the 
meridian Sun. A little boy and girl 
iportcd befide them, joyoufly picking 
up the apples, that lay hjddcn \i\ the 

Our approach was at length perceived, 
The old gentleniaq paufcd, and leaning 
on his ftaff, cndcavpured to recognize 
us. The emotion of Douglas encreaCf 
pd.-TT-He bounded forward-rrand takr 
jng a hand of each-— while (he buyfting 
fcnfations of his heart cljoaked his utter- 
ance — ga?ed for a moment on the revered 
faces of his parents, ^d in the next, was 
in'thcir arms. His poor mother could 
not, for a few minute^, reconcile herfelf 
to the darknefsj of his complexion, which 
fourteen years fpent beneath the luftre of 
^n Indjan fky had changed from the fair 

rc4 



C 2«3 3 

red and white, fuch as now adorns the 
faicc of his little nephoy, to the deep 
brown (hade, that marks the JEuropean 
^fiatic. The good Lady gently pulhed 
him' from her, to examine more minutely 
the features whofe more delicate lines 
.were engraven on her memory. He 
fmilcd. — In that fmile, (he recognized 
the peculiar expreffion of her darling's 
face, a.id fondly preficd him to her ma^ 
ternal boipm. 

During this icene, I ftood a filent and 
Ijnobferved fpeftator; nor was it till after 
^ conliderable length of time, that Den- 
beigh fufBciently recoUeftcd hirfifelf tq 
Introduce me to hi$ parents. To be called 
the friend pftjieir fon^ cnffared my wcl- 
cotne; but, that I might not be any rp- 
flraint on their conyerfation^ I attached 
inyfelf to the little folks, to whom Uncle 
Henfy was no more than any other 
jlrangcr, 

A? 
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As wc approached the' houfe, I ob- 
fervcd, at aA ojkiri window which 
fronts the orchard, a lovely girl, who 
Iccmcd to vid# the party with a greater 
degree of intereft, than curiofity atotte 
coirid poffiWy infpire. Twice flie came 
to the door, and tr^ict returncfd intfb^ 
lute. At lcn|rii, (he* was obfervcd by 
one of my litde companions, who run- 
ing towards her, caHed out. Uncle HeAry 
is come! Uncle Henry 1^ come^ f tUc 
words gave wings to her willing feet, 
Ihe fic^ down thef walk, anfd in a ttnhutc 
her beauteous face was hid In th^ boibm 
6f her brother. 

The fliriU v6i<ie of niy Kttie frichd, 
had reiached farthei* than the pirlotff. 
By the dtric we efttc^red the Hall, the 
fttvants were a(RrnbIed.--Thcoldnurfc 
was the firll . who preBcd forward to 
falute the fl:ranger^*^by whonr Ihe was 
received with, the kindnefs dud to h^f 
affeftion and fidelity/ Two other do- 
2 mcSic 
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lOe^ jCoaspaaiQDs dF bis f outb fiHI re^* 
is^oed in the fiimily: tears fppkc liie 
finccrity of the many wrckomcs duy 
l^tiftoiMed on the travtdkr;. vrbiie die 
he9tf ty .good^wiiL wiidi vwhich :he 4'eceiyad 
thdr ialutaQons^ gaw a convindng proo^ 
^tneithertime.nor dtftance had chang- 
ed jdie difpoikioiis. of his heart. 

Mr. Dienbeigh, ndthitbatdeficacy of at- 
tention ^^hfch is fecv&sLT ^^f, few chofea 
minds^ provided for me an apartmectt 
in a detached houfe^ where my Hindoo 
fervants were furnifhed .with every re^ 
i|uifite for preparing our fimple meab 
iaccording to the religion and cuftoott 
of our country. To this apfirtment I , 
retired during the dbing hour of the 
£aniHy; andiby the time I returned^ I 
^ibund that an acquifition h^d been made 
io the. happy party of united friends, by 
' tl\e arrival of the t^wo married daughters 
.«i( Mr. Denhei^^ accompanied by d)e 

hiiftand 
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liiin>and of the cideft. The countenanced 
of this gentleman juftified the chara6i:er 
givtn him by Denbeigh> of worth and 
good-6'atiire* He was bred to bufinefs^ 
and has by inftiifhy and application,^ ob» 
tained an ample fhare of the gifts of ibr- 
tune, which he enjoys with cheerfulncfs, 
and bellows with the franknefs of a ge-» 
nerous heart. His wife feems happy in 
his afie£lion, and in the enjoyment of a 
degree of good temper equal to his 
own. 

The countenance of the fccond fifter 
bear^ a flrongcr relemblance to that of 
my friend; it (peaks a foul endowed with 
iuperior powers ; a more refined fcnli- 
bility» a more lively perception, a more 
cultivated tafte. When the arrival of 
her huft>and (who had been detained by 
-the buOnefs of his profeflion, which is 
that of a Phyfician) was announced^ I 
marked the emotion of her fpirirs. ' She 

prcfentcd 
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jjfe^nted him to her brother, with afl 
air that feemed to demand his approbi-i 
don of her choice ; nor was fhe difap- 
pointcd: the appearance of the young 
man was too prepoflefling to fail of 
making an immediate intereft in the 
favour of my friend, whole fcntiments 
were no fboner perceived by his fifter, 
who eagerly watched them in the ex- 
preffion of his countenance, than her eyes 
fparkled with delight. — In a few minutes 
more, my friend had the pkafure of em- 
bracing his two brothers: the eldeft, who 
is a year his fenior, is now prieft of the 
neighbouring village* A man of mikl 
afpefl, and gentle manners. At an early 
age, he made a facrificc of ambition to 
love, and married a young woman, whofc 
dower was made up of beauty and good 
temper. 

Of the numerous offspring with which 
ihe has prcfcnted him, the two eldeft - 

refidc 
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HBfidevitH their grandfatl^r — the yop^^ 
*" eft has buttw9 days feen jthe Ijlght ; an^ 
all the Qtheris their uncles have proa\ifed 
to pn^vide fqr. So that thf good n^ 
looks with aiipiling aJpe£t>upon futiu-ky. 

The ypungeft brother of my friend, j^ 
fi PipfcQbr pf the Art of ^urgef y. A 
4]|ipper little .gefit^je^an, lyith a fgi^t 
jvrkj and perfi^ed handkerchief. ' Hi/s 
jbrother Hqnry jfays, he is arlittle a%<^d 
hf a diforder called Pup^yifn^ but that hp 
itas /y^cie^t tftamina iq his conftitut^on 
«o cwqiiier«^edife^fc> whi9h3 kiee^is, ^ 
:» wry ..cc>i;ni|iqn one at his time of ^e. 

Nevjer ciid CaJUi *, in the progrefs of 
Ms ieventfijl joxjrney, behold a happier 
circle than that which now furrpun^ed 
the hearth of Mr« Denbeigh. When J 
faw them fit down at the fupper-table, 
I began ^o think the cuftpm pf locial 

» Time. 

meals 
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meds not altogether fb ridiculous as I 
had hitherto confidered it. At the con-, 
clufion of the repaft, the cordial wifh of 
health was mutually exchanged ; and a 
g^als filled with generous wine^ was 
prefled to the lips of each^ in token of 
fincerity. The cheerful fong went round: 
every voice was in unifon to (trains of 
joy, and every countenance was irradiated 
unth the fmile of fatisfaftion. Before 
they parted for the night, the old gentle* 
roan, according to a very ftrange cuftom 
of his own, knelt down in the middle 
of his femily, and while the tear of joy 
grayed down his venerable cheeks^ offer- 
fed up the facrifice of thankfgiving to the 
throne of the Eternal ! . 

Alas! this poor gentleman is not 
fufHciently enlightened to perform poo- 
jah to Syflem. He has never been 
convinced, that vice and virtue arc only 
qualities of imagination i and is de-^ 

VOL. II. u plorably 
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planhiy ignoruit of aU tfaeortes., iave 
that of a good confcience.-- -Nor has his 
tiife Hdvanccd one ftep farther than him** 
fclT, lowirds throwing off the prejudicea 
ftf Chrlftianity. — AnH what is ftill wOrfc 
^— the manner in which they have rivetted 
fivtft prejudices in the minds of their 
ChUdreni fcarcely admits a hope> that any 
df them will tvtt become converts to 
Atheifm, Or have fufficient fpirit to ex- 
change the morality of their Shafler^ for 
the do£lrinle of cliEteriial circumftances. 
Ch miking ertquiry of my friend con- 
iernrng the ckxife of tki^ phenomena^ he 
iriforiMd mej that his fftther and mother, 
nAvo ^ere of difftrent fefts of Chriftians, 
agreed, that the religion taught their 
children ihould not be indebted for its 
fuppott to the peculiar dogmas of either i 
but ihould dhiefly reft on the authority 
of that Sihafter, whidi has lb deeply in« 
currcd the difpleafure of the philofb- 
phers.«— His mother wa& the daughter 

of 
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of a prieft of Ac fcft of Dlflcntcrs, wha 
had bcftowed fuch particular pains on the 
cultivatioQ of titr viadjerftanding> as a£hi* 
alljrqu^ificd her for c,ondu6ling the tdnb- 
cation of her own chikirco. 

It isj perhaps, to this uncommon and 
extrsTbrdinarf circumftaace> that the chil* 
dren of Mr. Denbeigh are indebted for 
manjrof thofe peculiarities which atpre« 
&nt diftinguifli their charadkers. It i$ 
from this; caufe, that the daughters hav^ 
become learned, without lofing their hu- 
mility : that they are gay, without bft- 
ing frivolous : that in converfation, thekr 
iprightlin^fs is free from the lightnefs of 
vanity,' and their ferioufnefs from the 
arrogance of felf-rconceit. Mrs. Den- 
beigh, not coniidering the preiervation of 
ignorance abfolutely neceflary towarda 
the perfedUcin of the fem^de chara6ber> 
never fenther daughters to the feminariea 
that are eftabUihed for that purpofe, but 
V a fuflfcrcd 



fufFered them from infancjr to partake 
with their brothers in every advantage 
ofiblid inftruftion.— Being earljr taught 
to make a juft cftimate of things, they 
learned how to value the performance 
of every duty ; nor was their attention 
towards thofe annexed by cuftom to their 
iituationj leflened from a confideration 
of their* fimplicity. In their minds the 
torch of knowledge was too fully, lit, to 
lead to the dangerous path of fingularity, 
into which unwary females have by its 
feeble glimmering, been fo oft betrayed, 
I can almoft venture to affcrt, that the 
blooming Emma, at this moment ma- 
nages the domeftic economy of her" fa- 
therms hoofe, with ias much prudence and 
adivityas could be expefted from the 
moft ignorant and accomplilhed female 
that ever iflbed from a genfeel hatding^ 
Jcbooly That (he is as dutiful, as afie£tion- 
•ate, as obedient to her parents, as if 
Ihc had never looked into any book but a 

Novel i 
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l^o^el; and will regard their memoryiKidi 
as much filial veneration^ as if they had 
never furnifhed her mind with an idea» 
or caught her any other duty, fave hoWi 
to drels and play at cards ! ! 



The week that has elap&d fince my 
arrival at Violet-Dale, has been fpent in 
alternate vifits to the fbns, and fbns-in« 
law of'Mr. Denbeigh. As the moft beau* 
tiful (ymmetry of feature eludes the (kill 
of the painter, lb do the quiet iatif- 
fa&ions of life, though fources of the 
trueft pleafure, bid defiance to the pow- 
ers of defcription : I (hall therefore of 
this week only mendon one litde in- 
cident, which pleafed, in (pite of its iim« 
pUciqr. 

V3 On 
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On the fecocd dty after our atnral, 
"vfhilc Mr. and Mrs« Denbelgh^ and the 
lively Emma, were liftcning, with k>oks 
of compkKrcncy and delight^ to the re* 
deal made by my friend of fome of his 
adventures in India, Mr. Dcnbeigh.was 
informed, that a perfon wanted to fpeak 
with him. — It was a couatty-man, who 
being by univerf^l confcht> admitted i^to 
the parlour, d^ dared his bufinefs. It 
waai, to pay to the oJd gendeAian a ftrall 
film of money» wl^kh^ it appeared, hnd 
been knt^ with little profpeft of return. 
He received for his pimduallty, the en- 
touragemoit of praife$ and Emma, un- 
bidden, aroie from her ecnbroipdery, to 
prb^fent him fome wioe for himfelf, and 
fweet-cake to take home to his children. 
The poor man was, by this kindoefs, em- 
bpldened to loqsuacity. " Ycsi" faid he to 
Mr. Dcnbeigh, " I defy the whole world to 
lay, that Gilbert Grub ever remained one 
hour in any man's debt^ after he was able 
') ^ to 



t!0 get out of it. And u yow ^mur 
i»as fo good to me in my necc(5ty, ai>4 
Jcrit to flac when no one cJfe ifro»l^i it 
'was good reaiibn to pay your honour firft. 
Sut, perhaps, you havt not heard of the 
ftrtoge behaviour of Mr. l)m^vi'\ 



€€, 



^Mr. Darnley V* repeated Tittvm$ 
lufpending her work to lUJ^en* 

<^What of Mr.Danileyr Aid Mr. 
Denbeigh. 

"Why, Sir, you rouftJcftov,*' faid.^- 
ptfSt&nt, " that Old Benjamin Grub, wha 
lived in one of Mr. Datiiley's free cot* 
tages, to whom, I am fure, both your' 
honour and diefe two ^x)d ladies have 
given many and many a fluUing, died on 
Friday was eight days ; and on opening 
his willj who do you think he (hbuld have 
left his fole heir, but Mn Damley V* 

V 4 " What 
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*' What could Ac poor creature have 
to leave ?" iaid Mrs. Denbeigh. " He 
was die vciypifture of wrctchednefe." 

*' Aye, lb he wis," returned the gar- 
rulous old man ; '' and that was the very 
way he took to fcrape togedier fuch a 
mine of wealth. Would you believe it, 
Madam ? In the very rags that covered 
him, fifty golden guineas were concealed, 
and a hundred more were found in his 
houfe ; but no matter for that, if it had 
been ten times as much, it all went to 
Mr. Damley.— And though to be furc, 
we could not blame him for taking it 
—yet fofne of us thought it main hard, 
that while fo many of his own flefh and 
blood were in a ftarving condition, all 
this ftore of wealth fhould go to one who 
had enough of his own." 

"But, whilft his own relations left 
him to ftarve, had he not beenfupported 

by 
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by Mr. Darnley's bounty?" faid Mr, 
I>enbeigh. / 

" Aye, that is true/' faid the pe^fant: 
«* but, as old Sam Grub of the Mill, fays, 
if any one of us had a-known of his 
i^ealth, we would all have been as kind 
to him as the 'Squire.'* 

** Mr. Darnley ought certainly to have 
made fomeprefent to the old man's rela- 
tions," faid Mr. Denbeigh^ " Aye, Sir, I 
diought he might ha' given fonrie fmall 
thing among us," faid the peafent; "but 
never could have imagined, that he would 
have behaved in the way he did." 

^* Go on," faid Mr. Douglas^ knitting 
his brows. 

. The check of Emma grew pale : flic 
took up her needle, but remained in the 

attitude 
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sitticude of attention, while die pea£ui( 
prcx:eeded. 

^ You muft know. Sir, that after hav- 
ing had a long- confabulation with the 
Sexton, who is himfclf a Grub, the fiifl: 
thing the 'Scjuire did, Was to fend for all 
the Grubs in the pariih, man and woman, 
to come to the fiineraU Some of us were 
fojnuch ftomached, that we did not much 
like to go. But, fays I, though Ben- 
jamin has been unnatural to us, that is no 
reafon that we (hould be unnatural to 
him. So we all went yeftcrday morn- 
ing, at the hour appointed, and found all 
things prepared for. the funeral— ^and a 
gallant funeral it was; it would have done 
good to the heart of any of his friends to 
have fecn it. When we ,returned from the 
church-yard, Mr. Darnley, who was him- 
felf chief mourner, defired us all to go 
back with him to Ben's Cotuge, where 
wine was poured out for us by Mr. 
3 Darnley's 
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Darnley'ls butler^ who is himfelf a veiy 
grand gentknian.— When we had drank 
a glafg, Mr. Darnlcy got up, and faid:— 
* My friends,* iays he, * I hope none of 
you will have any caufe to repent the 
choice made by your kinfman of a 
truftee, fi>r the diftribution of his pro* 
pcrty, for I csmnot look upon his Will in 
any othei* light, — Here are twenty of 
you prefcnt. Ten grand -children of his 
brothers, and as manyyefceridants froni 
his Uncles.. To the firft I have alloetcd 
ten guineas each, to the latter five, which 
difpofcs of the whole hundred and fifty 
found in his poffeflion—- and I hope it 
is a diyifion with which you will all be 
fatisfied/ We all cried out with one 
voice, that his honour was too good! 
too generous ! that he Ihould, at leaft, 
keep one half to himlclf ' ^ God ibr- 
bidl' &id he, > that I fhould take 4 
ferthing* that my confcience told me, 
was the property of another!'— And he 

looked 
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looked fo plcafed^ and ib good humour- 
ed ! and we were all fb aftounded widi 
delight i for your honour muft know, 
that ten guineas to a poor man, is a 
mighty funr ! Ah ! your honour can have 
no notion what it is, when a map haa 
been working fi-om hand to aiouth, now 
fcrambling to get out of debt, and then 
falling back into poverty— *wh&t it is to 
be at once, as I -may fay, fet above the 
world r 

The eyes of Emma gliftened with de- 
light, and thelwect tint of the opening 
roie*bud again manded over her lovely 
check.— The peafant continued—- 

«< Well, Sir, we were fcarcely come to 
our fenfes, as I may fay, when Farmer 
Stubble's cart came to the door, with old 
Martha Grub, who kept the penny-fchool 
on the Green Common, and who broke 
her leg laft year on going up to the hen- 

rooft. 



rooft. We had everyone of us forgotten 
old Martha, but were all Nvilling to club 
herfharc. 'No, no/ faidthe 'Squires *you 
inu£t all keep what you hav^ got, it was 
tny feult, for not being better informed ; 
but Martha fhall be no loier, (aid he $ I 
will give her five guineas out of my own 
pocket I* — ^Who would have thought he 
would have behaved in fuch a manner ?" 

*'It was indeed a£ling very hand- 
fomeJy," faid Mr. Dcnbeigh. 

** Noble, generous Darnley!*' faid Em- 
ma. " It is juft what I would have ex- 
pefted from him!" 

The old man took his leave.—*' And 
pray," fays my friend, as loon as he was 
•gone, " who is Mr. Darnlcy ? Is it he 
whom I well remember brea.kii)g down 
your fences, in following his fox -hounds ?" 
**No,no," returned Mr. Denbeigh, *^that 

was 
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was Ac elder brother of thisDarnley, who 
was then, in obedience to the will of his 
hdier, preparing for the Bar. 'He was, 
as you have juft heard, too fond of Jus- 
tice, to be very partial to the pradicc of 
the Law; and on the death of that elder 
brorficr, who broke his neck one morn- 
ing in hunting, he came down to Dam- 
ley-Lodge, where he has ever finoe 
refidcd. 

^ **^He was foon difcovered to be a very 
llrange, whimfical fort of a creature, by 
the neighbouring ^Squires, — The fuffer- 
ings of a poor timorous animal, harafled 
by fatigue, and tortured by the agonizing 
fcnfations of exccffive ftar, were not ne- 
ceffary for his amufcment. He could 
enjoy much pkafure in walking over a 
fine country, without being the butcher . 
of cither hare or partridge: and take 
delight in rambling by the fide of our 
jiver, though his heart never felt the 

triumph 
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criufnph of beholding the dying ftrug-^ 
gleB of a poor trout, or exulted in ita 
tTfithing agony ^hilc tearing the barbed 
dart from its lacerated entrails. His 
mind fought for other objcfts of gratifi- 
cation.' The ftudy of Mineralogy and 
Botany, an exquifite reli(h f6r the beau* 
tiei of I^ature, refined by an acquaintance 
t;<rith the fitter, arts of Poetry and Paint- 
ing, gave fufficient intercft to the rural 
fcetier y , without any aid fronv the mifery of 
inoffenfive animals. To the amufements 
of elegant Literature, he has added thofc 
of Agricultural improvement. He comes 
here to take my advice about the latter ; 
and on the former, I believe, he comes 
to confute Emma, who will give you 
the beft account of his tafie." 

Emma a£ that moment very fuddenly 
recoUedled fomething fhe had left in her 
own room, for which fhe went in great 
l>afle, and the old Gentleman proceeded. 

"At 
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" At the time that our acquaintance with 
Mr. Damlcy commenced, Emma was in 
her fevcnteenth year. He Ibund her mind 
more culttvated than is common with 
girls of that age, and took delight in im- 
proving her aJrcady formed tafte. His 
converlation was far fuperior, in point of 
elegance and information, to that of any 
perfon Ihe had ever met with : befides, it 
muft be confefled, that there is a charm 
in the manners of a man who has 
fcen fomethmg of the world, and been 
accuftoroed to move in the upper circles 
of life, which is very captivating to a de- 
licate rnind. I faw the imprcflion that 
was made on my poor Emma's, and 
trembled for the peace of my fwcet child. 
I. feared, that by acquiring a tafte for 
that fort of refinement of fentiment and 
manners, which is- fo rarely to be met 
widi in the country, fhe might injure her 
future happinefs. I know riot if Darnley 
perceived my uncafincfs, but he foon* 

took 



an oppcfhuMtyidf '^^k^ me 

on the fubjeft. He told mt^ thaic }ue 

afi^ftion for mf dai^^r fliould longf 

;^o hare led Mm to make pibpfofaU td( 

ine on her zccamiy but that the difpdtii^ 

of their agea had rendered htm ansitoudp 

CO make foch an intereft b her efteetin' 

as might fupply the place of &at rc^ 

mantic pafltott) which^ during tiie reigti off 

fmcy, ii deemed effential to hupci^l ha^ 

pineis. I approved of bis tobndvKfly Mid 

fx>ld hiffii that in regard tid^ my dao^ters^ 

I had laid do^n a rule to which I fafiUi 

invariably adhered^ and tha^t wag, nei^ 

tOigive my confent Co their enceriitg liitf^ 

wyengagement^ before #i0y had tMMMft 

their twentieth year/* 

f' Then you did not iptfiid th«y4h3tiM 
marry Nabobs/' &id my friend, «f Whyi 
we IndiahSj nevtr think <^ai^ thing bfe- 
l^ond fixtcen/' 

yoL.ii* i{ ^«Thcn 
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^ Then yoo do nocduiik of the bleff- 
lOg of itoutual happinef$j''.faid bis fetkeib 
^ Why not ?" returned my fiicnd. «' We^ 
think of happinefs in the poHeffionof 
jtMk and beauty ; and our youog wives 
think of it in the enjoyment oC our 
^ntunes.-r-'Js pot this being mutually 
happy ?• ' » *^ Shqrt-livcd happinefe !" 
nejoined lu3 fathef^ ^' which is certainly 
eztingMiJbed by &tiety,. and. probably 
fc<?ccedcd by difguft.— The firft fight 
fympltthy of ioxj^y' continued Mr. Den- 
bffiglli .** is laughed at by any well edu- 
o^ girl; but Aich an union of minds 
as ^nclude^ a Qnoilarity of taile and fen- 
tjin^nti-— fuch ^ degree of efteemask 
efTential to mutual confidence, is, in my 
ppiniouj abfolutely ncceflary between tWQ 
ipepplc;, whp are to be bound in partncr- 
Ihip for life. And is a girl of fixtcen a 
proper judge of the qualities nece0ary 
for fuch an union ?" — " But, if I miftake ! 
not," returned my friend, "the age of 
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IVI?. EJamley very nearly douMcs" that ' 
of* my fitter." ^ True,*' replied the old 
Gentleman; "butMr.Darnley does not* 
marry Emma merely on account of her 
pretty face. Neither does fte beftow 
her afFeftions on his fortune. The ten- 
dct* friendfliip that already iifcfifts- be- 
tween them, is cemented bj^ iefteenr ft>r 
real virtues. — If it had been otherwifc, 
it is not Mr. Darnley's fortune (though 
fiir beyond What a' chil<i of mine is -"by 
any means entitled to)' that (hbiild Ma*e 
tempted -me to witnefs theiacrifite of* 
her future peace/* 

Here the good Gentfcmah was iift^r^ 
rtiptcd by the entrance of this very Mr. 
Darnley, who had come to pay his com- 
pliments to the family, on the arrival of 
my friend. His noble afpcft and grace- 
ful manner, apparently juftificd all that 
had been faid in hij favour }^ and the fweet 
bluflics that fprcad themfclves oyer th^ 
X 9 countenance 



caiuutenaiH^ of tht fw maideat oq 
upczpeftedly belMldiaf kitn^-.'told, tha( 
the old Geotle^MQ had not been wrong 
in his coAJc^ures^ GOQCCTnuig the fUte 
of her hc^. 

But vrhf^t do^ Mfi^od^ra think of 
the do^rine of Mr. Denbeigh? Not 
fpflfer a daughtj^r to enter into an engage? 
lyient of marriage before ihe is twenty! 
— ^Twenty ! — why twenty is. old enough 
for ^ grandmother !-<»*I fear the rcs4!M-' 
i{)gs of Mr* Denbeigh wpuld m^e a» 
few converts in Hindooftan, a$ in the 
Engliih feminaries^ where young Ladies 
9isc gfHii0lilf idm^ed^ \ 



feVUMNi* 



We have juft returned from fpending 
the day with the eldeft daughter of Mr. 
Denbeigh. ' 

The 
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^a company affembled were nu- 
merous and gay, and the entertainment 
given them by the Merchant, was at once 
ilibftandal and fplendid.-^! fhould not> 
however, have thought of mentioning i<, 
but for the fake of one of the gueft^, 
'whofe behaviour will give you fome idea 
of the manners and converfation of fucti 
peopk ^ffiyle as are fuffered to go abroad 
after the lofs of thfcir fenfes,~WheA fuch 
people vifit, diey make ufe of the com- 
pany as their Chubdars* \ and always 
keep them \yaiting for their appearance 
flich a length of time, as may give theitr 
fufficient opportunity for tiifcuffing their 
^ birth, tides, and fituation. This Lady 
was accordingly announced, before her 
appearance, to be the wife of a recruit- 
ing officer, and fifteentfi coufin to an Irifli 
Lord— a qrcumftarice, of which we 
might have remained in ignorance, had 

* :TKc*l29-vanttwliof« biifinefi it is ta proclaim, 
the titles. 

XJ ijic 
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fhc arrived ^t the feme time with the 
reft of the company, . 

When Ihe -entered, the height 6f the 
chawry that adorned her head; the 
length of the train of filk which followed 
her into the room, and which did not 
difdain to wipe the feet of the gentle- 
men j the fcanty fize of the veil of mo- 
defty, which covered, or rather which 
' did not cover, her bofomi.the quicknefe 
of her ftcp, the undaunted affurance of 
her mein— -all fpoke the confcioufncfs of 
her own fupcriority. I liftened to her 
converfation with the moft refpeftful at- 
tention, till Ihe mentioned a circumftance, 
that at once ftruck me with aftonifli- 
ment and horror. " Lbndon," (be faid, 
^' was now become quite a defert, not a 
fingle being remained in town." " Lon- 
don !" repeated L *^ London! that po- 
pulous city, Jwhich was late the refidence 
of fo many hundred thoufand people > is 

it 
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it poffible, that it can lb fuddenly hare 
biecn rendered defolate ?'' *' Lard blefi 
me,*' returned the Lady, *' every body 
knows that there is not at this time a 
fihgle creature in London : and fb I told 
the Captain before we went, but he 
ifvould go, and ftaid whole ten days j you 
never knew any thing fo horrid ! Not 
one creature was to be feen/' 

*' Horrid, indeed," repeated L " Alas f 
poor Doftor Scveran,what, in the general 
calanfiity, is become of him ?'' A.fmilc 
which fat upon the faces of the company, 
and a look of compaffion with which the 
benevolent MnDenbeigh at that moment 
leemed to regard my informer, made 
me fufpeft her of infanity, and jQie, in-' 
deed, faid enough afterwards fully to 
confirm my fufpicion. 

' Poor thing! fhe was fb incapable of 

concealing her misfortune— that fhe 

X 4 fcemed 
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ic^Dcd to pique herfelf on l^viag f^- 
e^ 1)1 the fight of a r^ gown ip th^ 
mfu^ p£ Ji^9 ^ coovinGiog prpof t(^ 
Ibc waa^ not thai in the pofleffioa of her 
uiidcxib4oding.-7-;The dcrangfimenii of her 
faculties^ n^y>. EJ^rhap^ be accoiyited 
for from t|^ many frights and ^^i^J^ 
(he lia^ vofX yirith ia a^covntiry. t^jviis w^^ 9 
her huiband is- Vif^oni^ii^ely ^usMrt^red^ 

"The fkigi^sj;* Ae ^A '•^^aa^f to 

ipfit 1^^ afid ibgie Qf t^« he^ wer^ U^ 

l^dms^ that ftu; th(;^ig^ fl^e iiKOidd' barc^ 

die4 a^ the ffj^'' No wonder t;hat; fiichi 

a c]^cufl^AfU3(;c ihouJd havj^^ prpdi^ced 

6^ (^%^ Mfipa a feebfe inuKi Lik^ 

QX^ pe9pl;. vfho labour undei^ thia Qx^ 

qi delirium,^ fhe was, altogether ufi|:;qp*. 

ii^ious of her unhappy Ikua^n, and^ 

really feemed to enjpy a ia^qied pce"> 

eminence over the daughters of Mr. 

Den^ig|)7 znd many other females ot 

(bund min^9 who were ajdembkd upon 

2 this 
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dus occafioQ. ^^ Alas ! poor kdjf /' &id i 
to myfelf, " liow pitiable is thy (kuation t 
How much more uvould it have been to 
thy advantage, to have poflelTed one grain 
of the goo(Liea(e of tbeie amiable fe^ 
males, whom thy folly holds in fuch de- 
rifion, than to have been coufin to all 
the ixnds i& Chrifiendom ! H^d not 
thy i^alady Ipo'oiight bUndne& to thine 
Cy^s, thQ^ ai,ighteft, doubtlei^, have be*» 
heU in the Greets of I^ndon^ thonfandsj 
^nd tea thpuiands of thy fuperiors m 
die fcale of human excellence !"— But 
thus it is, that the duft of folly which b 
ihaken into* into the eyes by the hand of • 
afl^ftatjion, pijOcHices. the falfe perc^p- 
4pn of;Ql^pa;s* 

l^^y we have ouar eyes, cqljgbtencd by 
the *Cbllyrium <rf judgment^--ib fluU 

- WC/ 

^ Collpiam. Crude Antimony, and fometimes 
Xeftd ore^ ground to an impalpable powdcr> which 

the 
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i»e be able (a obierre ooiiclrcs in the 
Mirror of Truth I 



i^ariM 



I itAvt had the unexpe£led ^tisfac- 
don of beholding the fifter of my firft 
Engliih friend. Yes, Maandaara^ Char- 
lotte Piercy is now the gueft of Mr. 
Denbei^, and you may judge how much 
fuch a circumftance has augmented the 
pleafure of Zaarmilla. 

I did not till lately difcover, that Mor- 
ley-ferin was in the neighbourhood of 
Violet-dalej and not many hours elapfed 
after the difcovery, till, in company with 
Denbeigh and his fiftcr Emma, I went 

the people of India pat into their eydh by means 
of a poIKhed wire. They fancy it clears the fighu 
and encreafes (he luftre of the eye., 

to 



[ 315 3 

^ to vifit the late refidenee of the beneyo-^ 
lent old man, whofc charadcr is ftUt 
^oken of in this neighbourhood lii terms 
of rcipeft, gratitude, and aSe&ion* 
The weather was fcrenc and temperate, 
fuch as, at Almora, we frequently enjoy 
in the depth of winter i it was what is 
here called a fine autumnal morning. 
The trees, which were fb lately clothed 
in the livery of the Muflulman Prophet, 
have now aflumed a greater variety of 
colouring — ^while fomc have had their 
green coats changed into the fober tint 
of the cinnamon : and others have taken 
the tawny hue of the orange. The leaves 
of many, which like ungracious children, 
had forfaken their parent ftem, ruftled 
in our path. Of all the vocal inhabitants 
of the woods, one little bird alone, like 
the faithful friend, who referves his fer- 
yicds for. the hour of adverfity, fitting 
on the half-ftripped boughs, raifcd the 

foft 
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ftft noic of confoladon to the defeit^d 
grovtf. 

Cmma^ who iio^as otii^ condq6trcfs, laid 
file would take us by the private road, 
which had been a few years ago made 
by Mr. Morley and her fathef^, to faci- 
litate the intcrcourfe of their femilies. 
Wc fooh arrived where the Vooden 
bridge had flood i but^ alas I it wa^ noW 
no longer pafl^ble. A few of its planks 
naif floated on the ftream— the reft had 
been carried away by the farfner, to 
make up a breach in the fencQ. " Ah !" 
fxid Ennma, " could poor Mr. Morley 
now fee that bridge! — but dq not-mcn- 
trotl k to my* father, t know how it 
wouflfd vex him to hear of it/* We pro- 
ccdled on another road, and at the dif- 
tance of* a few paces from the houfc, we 
met with a fccond difappointmeht. At- 
tempting to open a fmall gate that led to 
the front door of the houfe, a little boy 

came 
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icame out to ^U u^ that it had been ftailed 
Vp, aod that we fpufl; go Jthrough llie* 
yard where the cattle were feeding, 

Emma begged we might proceed no 
ferther; and wc were about to comply 
with her requeft, when the wife of the 
peribn who now rents the fiu'm caaic to 
us. " Ah! how glad Mjfs Percy wUl be 
to fee you Mifs !" cried Ihe* *' 1 did 
not think that my Ton could ha^e beca 
back frooi t}^ Dale fo foon.^" 

'^ Mifs Percy !" faid Emma. " What 
of Mifs Percy? When did you hear of 
her?'* 

^ Did you not know that ibe canio 
here yefterdayT' returned the woman* 
f « She font a letter to let you know that 
(he intended going over to the Dale to- 
night." 

*'Sent 
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^ Scot a letter !** returned Emma. 
•* Charlotte ufcd not to be fo ceremo<- 
nious." 

^' Indeed (he is not what Ihe ufed to 
be," returned the farmer *s wife, " She is 
fo melancholy, that I never Taw die like. 
Soon after *(hc came yeftcrday evening^ 
fte went out to the garden, and, would 
you believe it ? the fight of the potatoes 
my hufband planted in the place itiy old 
mafter ufcd to call his Velvet Walk, and 
which he ufcd to have mown every week 
(though the grafs was good for nothing, 
to be fure, but to be fwept away as if it 
had been rubbifli) arid where he ufcd to 
fit of an evening in the queer-looking 
chair, that now, when it is turned upQde 
down, docs fo well for a hay-rack for the 
young calves ; would you believe it ? her 
eyes filled with tears at the very figltf of 
it. Now wh^t could make any one ^ty 
at the fig^t of a^ood crop of potatoes, is 

roow 
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mere than I can imagine. But, fays my 
huiband, don't you fee that it b being fo 
very lonely that makes Mifs fo melan* 
choly ? So I went to her, ud diough (he 
faid (he liked to be lonely, I would not 
leave h^r to herfelf the wlK>le eyenii^/'. 

*' Your company would be a great re- 
lief to her fpirits, to be fure^" (aid Den» 
beigh. V 

f* Yes, for certain/' returned the good 
woman; <^ though ihe took on a lit^ 
tie ftill. And when (he went into the pad- 
dock, where the litrie poney that Mr. 
Morley ufed to ride about the £irm now 
runs. La! fee Mifs, &ys I, if there is 
not your uncle's poney, I dare to fay 
it knows you. She held out her hand, 
and called it by its name, and, would you 
believe it ? it no fooner heard her voice, 
than it came fcampering up.— PoorMop- 
fjf, iaid Ihe, as Ihe ftroaked its ears, and 

again 



agab die lattts cmA intd ter fejres. Sfo 
turned a«^y» but the bctft JHIl f^ewttt 
hejr, iiei^iiig» till wccami to the ^trv 
Ske 1^ ft begged me tokave hef <br 9 
few mlauieSi tl|at I West ba iihe bthef 
fide of the btd^i «nd faw her go bade 
to poor Mopfy, and laying her hand up- 
on m headj as it held it out for het to « 
ftf oak— Ihe burft into tears* Dear heart* 
lays I, Miis^ doi^'t take on io -, my hu& 
band will buy you a furer-footcd beaft 
cha&Mopfy, at any market in th$ eoan«- 
try, fpr five pound«« ^ - 

'' Poer CharJotte V^ Aid Emma: '' bu^ 
why did jhe estpoie. herfelf to MA 
lorture?^' The good woman ftared at 
Emina^ who declined liftvnuig to any 
more of her convafadon ; but demahda 
ing which Way her coi^n had italke^i 
(he hiti^iljr le<)uefbed m to fdUdw* 
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*^ How nicely thk gSrayd walk vk^ to 
be kept !" faid Encuna {€$ we >waHc^ 
along) " and fee bow it k now dn^rpyt^ 
Xhcfe flirts tt)o, f6 broken d^wn by 
the cattk, how tjhc good old Mf . M<>»^r 
ley uied to delight bitnfelf in ^I^og care 
of diem ! He is gone 1 and, alas ! how 
quickly are the favourite objeft^ of his at- 
tention likejy to perifli ! •-* ^^t the re- 
mecnbrance of his virtues HnaU not thu$ 
fall into oblivion. — ^No!" continued the 
lovely Moralift : " die trees he has 
planted may be Cut down l?y fordid ava- 
rice ; and the hand of brutifli ftypidity 
may root out the flowers of his garden ; 
but his deeds of benevolence and cha- 
rity ihall be held in everlafting icnxm- 
brance !" 

We were now airived at the gate of a 
meadow, which was dmoft endrcfcd by 
tjie ftrcam. A narrow path winded 
throOgh the plantation of young trees 

VOL. II. y that 
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that ornamented its banks.— At the root 
of one of thefe trees, I perceived a fmall 
bright objeft glittering in the rays of the 
Tun. I • approached itj^ and found fome 
leaves of ivory, fattened by a filver clafp, 
which on touching it, flew open, and dif- 
covered the hand writing of Mifs Percy. 
" It is Charlotte's tablets," cried Emma. 
*' It was in thefe fhe ulcd to Ikctch the 
efFufions of her fancy, on any fubjedl that 
occurred. — It is (till fo," continued ihe, 
turning over the leaves. " Here is fbme 
poetry— (he cannot think it any breach 
of faith to read it." "Read it then," 
faid her brother. 



She complied, and read as followi 



Why, (hades of Morley ! will you not impart 
.Some confolation to my grief- worn mind ? 
'Mid your ddightfulJccnes^ my* finking heart 
Had hoped {he fvveets of wonted peace to find. 

Dear 
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]>ear fcenes of fw0et content, and carekTs eafe» 
Where in nndtangiiig l>^8 tkeieafimrrolFd^ 

Where Winter's Storm, or Summer's ^nialbi-eeze^ 
Could fome pecdiar beauty ftill unfold. 

The charmer Hope then percVd on every bought 
And fang of Friendihip true, and Love fincere.; 

While Fancy twin'd hgr wreath round youth's faii; : 
brow. 
And Mem'ry^s annals mark'd no tranfient teaf. 

But now-— the charnier Hope is heard no'more'l 
Gone are my youth's lov'd friends f— for ever 
gone! " , • 

The dear delofive dreams of blifs are o'dr, 
And all fair Fancy's airy train is flown ! 

Sad Mem'ry now mu£b thefe lov'd haunts invade 
With the dark forms of many a hearc-f<^t griefs 

With bofom'd forrows^ iilent as thisfhade* 
Sorrows from lenien| Time that fcom relief. 

As to each well known ob^e£l Mem'ry cling9| 

She bids the tear of deep regret to flow ; 
To^very farmer fcene of blifs flie brbgs - 
. The throb of Anguiih» and the. flgh of WoCf . 

Y 2 As 
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As OaitttsMtt evbrf \fiifsM hwar^ ^ 

Ifo|aLid(ir Joy ^oiw fee tvqr r ■ ' » ^m ■ > 

# * ?^, * » « Jt » * 4fr ^ .3^ '« 

Th^ U^s which had falkn on the re- 
fiiatning jiilelii had rendered them tck^Uy 
fflegibfe ThOfe ^Wch Ttifi^jfed the blue 
tycs of .the gentle Emma, ftQpt her ut- 
terance, ffie hallily put the tablets in her 
pqckc-lr^iid we proceeded m iHence* 
^ / • .,- • ... . ' ' ' 

In a fpot that was peculiarly Ibeltercd 
by a rdW of b«ec!h?s, tvhofe teav^s have 
now affumed the colour of the dried cin- 
naiBO^i -ftood the rp^n^ati^s of an arbour, 
whidi'had once been coveted widi the 
moft JjeatrtifijI creepfcrs thiis tihgenial cli- 
mafe can produce, but which uhfiipport* 
ed noy/ fell: upon the ground: no bad 
emblem of ihe mind ofcheir former ojif* 
trefs, wfio^dt dt *he entrtncc of die ar- 
bour, on the' trtlnk of a fallenntree. fefer 
cx)untenance wore the traces of melan- 
choly^ 
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<:holyy but the manner in wfcich ffifcre- 
4ccivedthc felutationsof my friends, ftitw* 
cd that her heart was ftill capable oFthc 
ttioft aninaated aflfcftion: Me too fhc 
received with kindnefs ; though tlie ideas 
aflbciated with my appearance gave a 
perceptible emotion to' her already agi- 
tated Ipirits. She made an efibrt to 
banifti the melancholy ideas which had of 
late been fo familiar to her mind j and 
having fatisfied Emma as to the reafonS 
riiat induced her to ftop at Morlcy-ferm, 
flie cheerfully acquiefced in her pro- 
pofal of returning with us to Violet-dale, 
where (he was received with the cordial 
welcome of fincere a£Feftion ; and where, 
in the happincfs of her friends, her ovm 
torvovfs appear to be foigotton. 



yj . ^ In 



In this Temple of domcfticblifs, the 
ilight of time has been fb imperceptible^ 
that'. a whole week, which: has elapfed 
fince I laid down my pen> appears but 
a? a day. 

. We know that one of the fourteen 
precious tlungs which, were produced in 
the churning of the oqcan, was a learned 
phyfician : but which of the fag^s of the 
tribe of Vaidya ever contrived a re-^ 
medy of fuch approved efficacy, as the 
Convcrfation of a faithful and judicious 
friend ? . ' . 

SucKa one has Mifs. Percy experienced 
ifi the fether of Dcnbeigh. He has aU^ 
ready convinced her that the indulgei)q$ 
of melancholy, inftead of beingan ami- 
able weaknefs, rather deferving of admi- 
ration than cenfure, is, in reality, equally 
felfifh and fintul. — It is, he fays, the 
height of ingratitude to the Giver of all 

good, 
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good, pccvilhly to refiife the enjoyment 
of the many bleffings that are left us, 
becaufc we are deprived of a few, which 
were in their very natures periftiable— 
** But, alas !" replied Mifs Percy, -^^ what 
is left to thofe whofc earlieft and .dearreft 
friends have been fnatched from them by 
the hand of death ?'' . 

" Much is left to. all,'* replied ^ Mr. 
Denbeigh. " No one, who enjoys the 
bleffings of healthy a«d a peaceful con- 
fcience, can, without ingratitude, re- 
pine. The proper difchargc of the du- 
ties of life is a fource of happinefs to every 
well regulated mind." 

^* But how circumfcribed afe the li- 
mits of thofe duties to a female, who has 
no longer any parent to attend On : no 
family to manage : no fortune to beftow 
in deeds of charity : and who has it little 
y 4 in 



HI her povrtt to bt trip(i4 even toi 0; 

*' And is the gift of reafon then no- 
Sifrig V mbrted Mr. Deitbeigh. ^^ And 
are the pbWers of the mind to lie dormant^ 
hecauii^^ fcrfboth, you have not fto^ 
the management of a femilv : or the ex-' 
crcifeofthe benevolent affedions to he 
given up, betaufe ydii have not a fortune 
to build alriis-houfts f Thefe are the 
lifieer fubterfiigcs of indolence. Believe 
me, my dear Charlotte, that whoever 
ferioufly rcfalves not to Itjffcr any opporr 
tunity of benefiting a fellow-creature to 
pafs unemployed,.' ^ili find, that the' 
power of doing good is not circumfcrib'. 
ed within vtry narrow limits. 

'*'Why, (let me afk you farther), 
ihould your mind, cultivated as it ha?) 
been by education, and improved by lif. 
tening to the conycrfttion of the enlighr 



tcncd and judicious j why Ihould it nol 
ejLtrt its powers, not only for your own 
entertainment, but for the inftruftioh, 
or innocent amufemeitt of others ?'* 

^' Ah ! Sir," returned Charrjotte, '^ you 
know how female writers are looked 
down'upon. The women fear, and hate 5 
the men ridicule, gnd diflike them," 

•^ This may be the cafe with the mere 
fnohy who receive every prejudice upoti 
tmft," rejoined Mr. Denbcigh ; ^^ bu? if 
die fimplicity of your charadter remains 
unchanged"— if the virtues of your heart 
receive no alloy from the vanity pf aq- 
thorihip s truft ine, my dear Charlotte^ 
you will not be the lefs dear to any friend 
that is deferving of your love, for hav- 
. ing employed your leifure hours in a way 
ijfi^t is l^oth innocent and rational." 

Tim 
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Thus did 'this venerable old man per- 
iuade Mifs Percy to .reconcile her mind 
to the cviU of her deftiny, and, by the 
exertion of aftivity, to feek the road to 
contentment. Nor has his attention been 
confined to her. Me alfo, he has ho- 
noured with much of hi^inftruclive con- 
ycrfation. He has been particularly fo- 
licicous to know my opinions concerning 
all that I have feen in England ; and ex- 
pecting to re^p advantage from hip ob- 
icrvations, I have put into his hands a 
copy of all my letters, to you. Thefe it 
^ was eafy for mc to give in Englifh j it 
having been my cuftom to write down 
liich converfations as I intended to recite. 
t;oyou, in that language, and after having 
given it to fomc Englifh friend to tran- 
flate, have from the correfted copy made 
the tranflations intended for your ufe. 

Mr. Denbeigh was much entertain- 
ttd upith my account of . the philofo- 

phcrs. 
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phers, but faid, " if it was known ia 
England, people would think that I in- 
tended to turn philofophy itfelfint^ ridir 
,culc." Thus it is that the defigns of au- 
thors are miftaken ! Perhaps this is not 
the only parage in my letters that mighty 
to an Engiilh reader, appear to be ab- 
furd. — Happily they will never be expof^ 
ed to any eye, 'fave that of my friend-^-iT^ 
It is therefore. furHcient, if to him they 
convey a piAiire of the truth, fach as if 
appears to the mind of Zaarmilla, 

' » 

I have already hinted my aftonifliment 
at the number of new books that are every 
year prpduccd in England ; but now tha; 
1 know what thefe books have to encoun- 
ter, before they ftght their way into die 
world, my aftonilhment is increafedten-? 
fold! Many and vaiious are the evil^ 
which thefe poor adventurers have to en- 
counter, Befides the fniarcing, though 
fuperficial wounds, which they may e;cpe<^ 

to 
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to receive from the fmall-fhot of die ladies 
and gentlemen genteelfy edueaiedy who call 
every diing ftupid that is beyond the li- 
mits of. their flender compFchenfion^, 
they have to fuftain the heavy Wows of 
dioie who cut down every thing iL% nm-- 
Jisnft^ that fwcrves from the beaten track 
over which they have been accuftomed 
ID trot. Should they be endowed with 
lufficient ftrength to furvive the attack 
of both thcfe adverfaries, they have ftill 
to pafs before the formidabk phalanx 
of Reviewers, each of whom, like the 
mighty Carticeya*, brandiflies in his 
hundred arms a hundred inftrumcnts of 
deftruftion, Thefc terrible Genii arc 

• The Himico God of War. He is reprefented 
with hx faces, and a number of hands, in each of 
which he brandiihes a weapon. He rides upon a 
peacock, and is ufually found in company with his 
Mother Parvati) or the Mountain Goddefs, one of 
die charadlers of the confort of Seeva. See Afiatic 
Rcfcarchcs, vol "• 

4 faid 
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faid to judge of books by the fmell, an4 
M^ben th^t has happened to be offenfiye 
to their noftrils, have been knowl^ by 
one well-afimed dart, to transfix an \a^ 
fortunate book to the Ihelvcs of the 
bodkfdlers* (hops for ever* But with the 
.powerful is found m^rcf. Iiiftead of Ae 
dread weapons of war> thefe imitators 
of the fons of the Mountab-born God^ 
defs, fometinries condeftend gendy tq 
tickle the trembling adventurer widis 
feather plucked from the {dumage of the 
Peacock. 

Ah ! if ever friend of ZaarmiUa's vea- 
cure to fend forth a book into the world, 
may it fJnd thefe terrible Reviewers in 
this favourable mood! May its perfume 
be pleafing to their noftrils^ and its Smn 
find favour in their fight J. ! 



I HAVI 



'^ 1 HAVE jufl- received a letter from my 
^lend Sifveran, it contains the defirable 
information, that a fhip will in a few 
iRreeks fail for India— the commander of 
which, is his particular friend. In it I 
Ihall take my paffage— and if the power- 
ful Varuna is favourable to my prayers^ 
ftall,^ in the progrefs of a few returning 
ifloons, again behold the blefled Ihores 
of Hi<idodftan. O thought repletef with 
extacy ! How does the bofom of Zaar- 
milla pant, for the period of thy realiza* 
tion! — Yet fliall I not purchafc that 
felicity, without having paid the debt of 
ahguifli, in many a tear; before my 
eyes- can be folaccd by beholding the 
companions of myyouth, theymuft have 
been moiftened vith the forrow of an 
eternal feparacion from every Engliih 
friend. 

From 
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From this amiable -fainily, from th^ 
. worthy Denbdgh, and the excellent Se- 
veran, I Ihall have been parted for 
cver.—But the remembrance of their 
virtues ihall be the companions of my 
life ; and the idea of their happinefs fhall 
foiace every hour of my exiftence. 

Nothing can equal the delight of aiy 
friend Sevcran, at the fuccefs . of hLs^escr 
pcriment ; which has opened a new fi^ld 
for difcovery, of which he .will noK be 
flow to take poffeffion. It is a peculiar 
advantage attendant upon fcience, that; 
the gratification it affords is not ifncrft 
delightful to the individual, than bencfi-; 
cial to fociety V and it is this confidera- 
tion that enhances every enjoyment of 
thc^fcietitific philofopher, ; 

♦ Ic^nndt help, thinking, "that this fort 
of philofophy is more- favourable to the 
•' ; 3 happinefs 
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happinefs of its votaries^ than that fort 
profeffcd at Ardent-Hall ; but this may 
be owing to the advantages enjoyed by 
Ac former, of a happier method of con- 
ducing their experiments. It certamly 
docs not arife in the latter from any 
wantof zeal, or from a backwau-dnefs to 
repeat experiments, that have already 
been found unfucceisful. As a proof of 
this, my friend Sevaran informs me^ that 
Mr. Axiom, has peduadcd Mifs Ardent 
to accompany him to the Continent, on 
zntxpttimtDt of aifira£l principle, whicb^ 
he fays — ^* Ihould put a learned female 
above Ae cenfure of the world/' My 
friei^ fcems to doubt w^iether the re- 
fiilt of this experiment, will bring peace 
to the poor Lady's bofom ; and adds, 
" that it would be no kfs furprifing> t^ 
fee the flame of the taper brighten, on 
being pJunged into mcphitic air, tlian 
that a female, who bids defiance to mo- 

. dcfty 
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dcfty and decorum, fhould prefervc her 
honour^ and her peace/' 

Mife Ardent has refigncd her charge 
of the younger daughter of Sir Caprice, 
to Ladjr Grey. The eldcft daughter of 
the Baronet, the Novel-reading Julia, 
has, it feems, fuflFered much from the 
unexpected metamorphofis of a charming 
fwain; who, foon after he had introduced 
himfelf to her acquaintance, as a hero of 
exalted fentiment and tender fenfibility, 
was unfortunately recognized by certain 
fagacious men, from a place called Bow- 
ftreet, to be one of the tribe of Swind- 
lers — the difcovery gave fuch a fhock 
to the nerves of the young Lady, that 
fhe has been ordered to a place called 
Bath, for the recovery of her health. 
Thither her father and mother have ac- 
companied her; and there the former, 
at the inftigation of a teacher of a fed): 

voi,; ji, z called 



jahofSyftem; and, ii#ead of b^il(lii)g ^ 
houie for fparrows to make honey, he 
now intends ;to ere/^ a^ churchj for the 
ediBcatlop 9if the faints. Thus doth one 
folly fucicecd to another, in the brcaft of . 
him who i^ vokI of oU permanent prin- 
ciple ! — May the mind of Maandaara 
be furniflied by Garieia with the protc^i- 
i$g ftield of judgment, arid prcferved 
from, the evils of inftability i 






'^ As this letter will be ient by a fmall 
yeflel called a Packet, which carries dif- 
patches from this , government to the 
council of Calcutta, it will probably reach 
the happy region of Almora fome week^ 
before thy friends 

4 I anticipate 
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t anticipate the commeatsTwiith ttfPw 
trik make upon . ita contents. Thou 
wikobferve, thit to extend pitf knovTf 
Ie(%c of the world, is bitt to'ljecoiu* 
acquainted- withr ncvt modes of pri<ie> 
Vamt/y and foAy^ '.Thou. wSt .perceiv? 
that in Europe, as iii Alia, jao: affs^ded 
fingularity ofeen pafits far fuperior .\yif- 
dom;. tfokt laflertioo .for twb,- wd 
fickly faftidioufnefs J for true dcUxracy of 
fentiinentf . Thou wik fee that th^f. paf- 
fions of men are every where the fame ; 
and that the variety made by the Iddl of 
Doftor Sceptic (exifting ciremnftancSs) 
is not in the paflwns themfclves, but in the 
complexion -of the pbjefb which excite 
them. Thou wik remark, that though 
vice and folly have the appearance of 
being every where prodominant, that it 
is only the fupcrfiiial cbfervcr, who will 
from thence infer the non-exiftence of 
,WiTdom and Virtue, Thcfe have been 
z 2 traced 
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traced by Maandaara to the t>oroni of 
retirement, where he will bive ob- 
fcrvcd them employed in fcattcring the 
Iwect bloflbms of domeftic peace : and 
though the torch of vanity glares not on 
their dwelling, and the trump of faoie 
founds not at their approachj he will 
neverthelefs have remarked with plea- 
iure die extent of their fiicnt reign> and> 
with ZaarmiUa, will pity the man who 
can form a doubt of their exiftcnce. 

Of the various religions of the Eng- 
lift, I have given ypu a full and diftinft 
account. You will perceive by it, that 
notwithftanding the progrefs of philofo- 
phy, and the report of Shcermaal, that 
that of Chriftiahity is notyei entirely ex- 
iin£l ; but that, like Virtue and Wifdom, 
it has ftill f6me adherents, in the rttircd 
fccncs of life. — You will, perhaps, not 
have been able to difcovcr how the 

praftices - 
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praQices enjoined by its precepts can be 
injurious to focicty ; and inclined to think, 
• that the love of a Being of in6nite wit 
dom and goodnefs, and fuch a govem^ 
nnent of the paiSons, as enables a man 
to love his neighbour as himfclf, can do 
no great harm to the world.-r-Obnoxious 
as the precepts which command purity of 
heart, unfeigned humility, fan&ity of 
morals, and fimplicity of manners, may 
be to the philofophcri you-will conclude, 
that they have, irreality, been found as. 
little detrimenul to the repqfe of the in- 
dividual, as the expeftation of cvcrlaft- 
ing felicity has been to his bappineis. 
I am forry, that the want of fuccefs at- 
tending the experiments of the worfiiip- 
pcrs of Syftem, preftnts me with nothing 
to oppoie to your conclufions better than 
affertion: but if you have half the com- 
plaifance of the people of England, you 
will think that ought to be fuiEcicnt to 

Qvercurn 
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overturn the dilates of common l^nic^ 
though confirmed by the cjtpcriencc of 
ages! — Such faith do thefe good people 
put in the afierttons of philofophers ! 

I am called from my pen to mtnck a 
ceremony caHed Signing the Settlements^ 
Which is preliminary to the nutrriage of 
Mr. Darnley and the blooming Emma: 
The day after to-mqrrow is fixed for their 
auptials, and on the day fbUoMring^ the 
amiable btide departs with her huiband> 
loaded with paternal bleffii^. Though 
erery thing is to be condtiftcd in com- 
mon form, and exa&ly in conformity to 
Chriftian prejudices, I do not know but 
this gentle and unafluming girl may have 
as great a chance for happinefs^ as if ihe 
had gone off with her lover on an ex* 
periment of ahJiraS frinciple. 

^' May the conduft of thofe who aA 
*' well, afford plcafure to the mind !— May 

"you. 



[ 343 ] 

" you, ye good, find friends In this world ! 
^* May yirtuc bje for eyer to be found I" 

In reading the letters of a friend, may ^ 
the goodnefs of his intention be put in 
Ithe ballance with his errors ; and where 
the former is found predominant, may 
the latter be configncd to pbUyion ! What 
pan I fay more ? 



F I N J s, 



ERRATA. 
ff%r If, line i%ffir9iarmoKt reU 

5O9 aQy^6psntbe Bud-dajy«Mftfaeaiad*diy 

^o, 14, fm MppeaxAncc MjJxBunocc 

•1 , 12, fy^ AsMheGbr ^mr r*^ AiiJeet7e-«3r 
4^ it^/vr coocaiid /CM ccAceal 

7)* > '> /' benefident resj kaiefiocnt 
)S» 4» ^ defeats rMideibt 

IfS, ic*-xee»tk: i%ti amd \t^k tne^ readyftsm 

n7» >9»/'^ Zainnfa rt^d Zamonca 

■39f >7«J^ Miaoora rM^Mimou 
1^9 3, ^ i iumofed read immured 

l^i, I. /r fr^i rc4^ fiend 

SMy 6, /)r kaods rM^ pen 

*>9» '7» Z*' F^OKJ f *wt/ prefeat 
*45t »> yi*" «i^»» '<*' f*^c 

S4^, 1 1, j^ Saonaiz -e iy^ Saanaflec 

997, 15, fir DoBgUs rtfi Denbdgh 
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